THE  CANTON  LETTERS,  1839-1841 
of 

willia:m  henry  low 


With  introduction  and  notes  by 
James  Duncan  Phillips 

This  collection  of  letters  is  interestin^j  because  it  covers 
the  complete  experience  of  a  youn^  x4merican  sent  out  to 
Canton  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  to  learn 
the  intricacies  of  the  China  trade  and  make  a  fortune  if 
he  could.  They  cover  the  period  of  the  “Opium  War,”  so 
called,  when  the  Chinese  apparently  made  a  sincere  but 
very  tactless  attempt  to  stop  the  opium  trade  which  was 
becomin"  a  menace  to  China.  The  opium  was  brougjht  to 
China  in  foreign  ships,  mostly  British.  The  American 
share^  was  probably  not  over  3%  but  that  was  because 
their  only  source  of  supply  was  Smyrna  which  was  a  long 
way  off  while  the  British  procured  theirs  in  India. 
Theoretically  the  importation  was  forbidden  so  the  for¬ 
eign  ships  sold  it  on  board  to  Chinese  who  did  the  smug¬ 
gling  but  the  process  was  well-knowm  to  the  Chinese  offi¬ 
cials  and  they  were  well  paid  for  immunity.  Only  one 
American  firm,  the  Olyphants,  abstained  from  the  trade. 
There  had  been  sporadic  attempts  by  the  Chinese  to  stop  it 
but  no  sincere  effort. 

In  March,  1839,  one  Lin,  named  by  the  Emperor  as 
Commissioner  to  suppress  the  trade,  arrived  in  Canton. 
Within  a  week  he  issued  an  edict  demanding  the  surren¬ 
der  of  all  opium  held  by  foreign  traders  and  a  bond  guar- 
1  Dulles :  Old  China  Trade,  p.  148. 
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anteeing  they  would  import  no  more,  or  all  trade  would 
stop  and  the  foreigners  would  be  driven  away.  The  for¬ 
eign  residents  refused  to  comply.  At  once  all  Chinese 
who  had  done  work  in  the  factories  were  withdrawn, 
troops  surrounded  the  European  concession  and  war  junks 
patrolled  the  water  front,  while  the  Hong  merchants  who 
ordinarily  conducted  all  affairs  with  foreigners  were 
loaded  with  chains  and  threatened  with  execution  if  they 
could  not  persuade  the  foreigners  to  comply.  The  foreign 
traders  were  not  yet  alarmed  but  Charles  Elliot,  the 
British  Superintendent  of  Trade,  was  and  justifiably  so, 
and  agreed  to  surrender  the  opium.  As  many  as  20,280 
casks  were  delivered  up,  of  which  only  1540  were  from 
the  Americans  and  even  those  had  been  held  for  English 
Account.  Lin  promptly  destroyed  all  the  opium  and 
raised  the  siege^  but  Elliot  charged  the  value  of  the  opium 
(over  $1,000,000)  up  to  the  Chinese  and  ordered  all 
British  merchants  to  leave  Canton.  Peter  Snow,  the 
American  consul,  was  ready  to  promise  that  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  would  cease  any  opium  trafiie  but  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  bond  Commissioner  Lin  required 
and  urged  the  Americans  to  leave  Canton  though  he  had 
no  power  to  make  them  do  so.  Lin  presented  a  modified 
bond  and  in  reply  to  the  British  plea  for  foreign  solidar¬ 
ity,  Mr.  R.  B.  Forbes  replied  for  Russell  &  Co.  that  he 
“had  not  come  to  China  for  health  nor  pleasure”  and  that 
he  would  stay  as  long  as  he  could  sell  “a  yard  of  goods 
or  buy  a  pound  of  tea.”^ 

Here  it  is  well  to  notice  the  geography  of  Canton,  The 
city  is  up  Canton  river  some  eighty  or  ninety  miles  from 
the  open  sea.  Xear  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  the  south 
side  was  the  island  of  !Maeao,  a  prosperous  Portuguese 
colony  which  was  as  far  as  any  European  woman  could 
penetrate  into  China.  On  the  north  side  was  the  then 
rather  deserted  island  of  Hong  Kong.  It  was  to  the  ships 
on  the  anchorage  near  there  that  the  British  merchants 
retired  and  the  establishment  of  that  great  city  was  due 
to  this  war. 

Ocean  going  ships  could  ordinarily  proceed  up  the  river 

2  Annual  Register  for  1840,  p.  246. 

3  R.  B.  Forbes:  Reminiscences,  p.  149. 
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to  unload  as  far  as  Whampoa,  a  short  distance  below  Can¬ 
ton.  The  river  was  defended  by  antiquated  forts  and 
many  formalities  were  required  before  ships  could  pass 
up.  !Now  the  British  were  not  allowed  in  the  river  at  all 
while  the  Americans  were.  British  ships  were  arriving 
every  day  with  full  cargoes  for  there  had  been  no  time 
to  communicate  with  England  and  the  inevitable  hap¬ 
pened.  English  cargoes  were  transferred  to  American 
bottoms  and  the  Americans  got  more  for  freighting  them 
up  the  river  the  ninety  miles  from  Hong  Kong  to  Wham- 
}X)a,  than  they  did  for  bringing  cargoes  all  the  way  from 
the  United  States.'*  Prices  of  foreign  goods  rose,  prices 
of  tea  fell  and  it  was  a  very  profitable  period  for  all  con¬ 
cerned  except  the  Chinese.  This  was  the  situation  when 
young  Low  reached  China.  Moreover  the  opium  trade 
went  on  in  Chinese  junks  up  along  the  coast  eastward  of 
Hong  Kong  but  Americans  took  no  part  in  that. 

‘‘Incidents”  were  of  course  bound  to  occur,  and  did. 
Finally  twenty-nine  war  junks  attacked  the  British  mer¬ 
chant  fleet  at  Hong  Kong  and  were  beaten  off  by  two 
British  sloops-of-war  with  heavy  loss.®  Finally  a  British 
fleet  of  sixteen  ships  arrived  with  4500  troops  and  Canton 
was  blockaded.  China  compromised,  agreed  to  open  Can¬ 
ton,  cede  Hong  Kong  to  England  and  pay  an  indemnity  of 
six  million  dollars.  This  was  merely  a  temporary  make¬ 
shift  not  satisfactory  to  Peking.  The  Emperor  sent  troops 
to  Canton  but  the  British  captured  the  Bogue  forts  and 
a  general  engagement  was  fought  right  off  the  factories 
at  Canton  in  May,  1841.  This  was  the  fighting  that 
caused  the  entire  upset  of  trade  and  the  return  of  young 
Low  to  America. 

All  this  incidentally  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Tai- 
ping  rebellion  in  which  the  Salem  General,  Frederick 
Townsend  Ward  developed  the  “Ever  Victorious”  Army 
which  on  his  death  came  into  the  hands  of  General 
(“Chinese”)  Gordon.  The  latter  in  the  west  got  most 
of  the  credit  for  the  episode  while  the  Chinese  with  more 
accurate  knowledge  made  Ward  the  Buddhist  equivalent 

4  Dulles :  Old  China  Trade,  p.  159. 

5  British  Annual  Register  for  1840,  p.  250. 
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of  a  saint  and  his  elaborate  tomb  a  shrine  forever.®  All 
this,  however,  was  some  twenty  years  after  these  letters 
were  written. 

William  Henry  Low  was  born  on  Norman  Street'  in 
Salem  probably  in  a  house  on  the  north  side,  at  the 
corner  of  Crombie  Street.  His  father  was  Seth  Low,  a 
son  of  David  Low  born  in  Chebacco  Parish  in  Ipswich 
(now  Essex),  who  married  Hannah  Haskell  of  Gloucester. 
She  lived  in  the  lovely  old  house  on  Lincoln  Street  in 
West  Gloucester  now  so  beautifully  maintained  by  Mr. 
Albert  Atkins,  the  distin^ruished  sculptor,  and  his  charm- 
in"  wife.  William  Henry  was  the  sixth  child  and  the 
fourth  son  of  Seth.®  His  mother  was  Mar^'  Porter  of 
Topsfield.  She  was  the  daujrhter  of  Thomas  Porter  and 
Ruth  Allen®  whose  father  Edward  Allen  came  from  Ber- 
wick-on-Tweed.  This  Ruth  was  married  in  Salem  in 
1785^®  but  her  children  were  not  born  there.  Her  hus¬ 
band  was  lost  at  sea  in  1792  and  she  had  come  back  to 
Salem  as  a  widow  and  was  a  member  of  the  East  Church. 

Just  the  direct  genealofry  is  enough  to  introduce 
Haskells,  Porters  and  Allens  into  the  story  and  as  William 
Henry’s  father’s  and  mother’s  sisters  had  married,  many 
other  names  in  the  immediate  family  come  in.  He  was 
also  apparently  a  sociable  young  gentleman  with  many 
lady  friends,  who  were  not  connected  with  the  family  but 
several  of  whom  he  hoped  might  be. 

Most  of  the  letters  are  to  his  father  but  others  are  to 
his  grandmother,  to  his  younger  brother  Josiah  and  to 
his  sister  Harriet  already  Mrs.  Hillard.  He  writes  en¬ 
tertainingly  and  his  letters  must  have  been  received  with 
much  pleasure.  The  first  letter  gives  an  unusually  good 
picture  of  a  voyage  in  those  days.  It  took  them  113  days 
to  reach  Anger  Roads  beyond  Java  Head.  That  was  a 

6  C.  W.  Upham :  Memoir,  G.  A.  Ward,  E.  I.  H.  C.,  vii,  50 ; 
E.  S.  Rantoul :  Frederick  Townsend  Ward,  E.  I.  H.  C.,  XLIV, 
1-49,  360-370.  Quotes  many  authorities. 

7  Bentley,  iv.  310,  see  also  575,  for  an  account  of  Hannah 
Low. 

8  Salem  Vital  Records,  i,  530,  531.  See  also  manuscript 
genealogy  of  the  Low’  Family  by  A.  Low  MoflFat  at  the  Essex 
Institute. 

9  Ibid  :  iv,  211. 

10  Ibid :  iii,  49. 
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slow  voyage.  Without  a  stop  anywhere  and  with  much 
rough  weather  it  must  have  been  a  test  on  the  tempers  of 
the  passengers  to  be  cooped  up  for  almost  four  months 
with  food  which,  though  wholesome,  could  not  have  been 
inviting. 

After  rounding  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  their  course 
carried  them  south  of  the  fortieth  parallel  till  they 
reached  the  desolate  Amsterdam  and  St.  Paul’s  Islands 
at  about  the  seventy-eighth  meridian,  where  they  turned 
north  for  the  straits  of  Sunda.  This  great  circle  course 
was  shorter  but  cold  and  extremely  rough.  Moreover,  this 
was  winter  in  the  southern  hemisphere  which  did  not 
make  it  more  comfortable. 

They  reached  Macao  late  in  September,  140  days  from 
I^ew  York  and  young  Low  was  soon  sent  to  Canton.  This 
was  during  the  period  that  the  British  were  excluded  from 
trade  and  things  were  intensely  busy.  After  six  months 
of  active  work  he  had  to  flee  the  city  just  as  the  British 
prepared  to  storm  it.  He  just  escaped,  as  those  who  left 
a  day  later  had  a  vers'  bad  time.  Trade  was  so  disrupted 
that  he  decided  to  leave  less  than  two  years  after  he 
arrived.  He  seems  to  have  been  successful  in  a  business 
way  but  perhaps  his  letter  to  Miss  Bedell  is  the  real  ex¬ 
planation  of  his  desire  to  come  home. 

The  first  of  the  Low  family  to  go  to  China  from  Salem 
was  David  Low,  the  grandfather  of  the  letter  writer ;  next 
went  William  Henry,  the  son  of  David,  who  became  the 
head  of  Russell  &  Co.  for  a  time;^^  then  Abiel  Abbot, 
the  older  brother  of  the  writer;  then  the  writer,  William 
Henry,  and  finally  his  younger  brother,  Edward  Allen. 
All  of  these  Lows  were  bom  in  Salem  except  the  first 
David,  so  the  Low’s  China  trade  was  really  a  Salem  men’s 
undertaking. 

In  order  to  understand  the  frequent  allusions  to  Salem 
people  in  the  letters  and  also  to  understand  how  the  letter 
writer  was  related  to  so  many  persons,  a  list  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  is  given 
as  well  as  a  list  of  his  own  brothers  and  sisters  from  a 
typewritten  genealogy  by  Abbot  Low  Moffat  at  the  Essex 
Institute. 

11  W.  C.  Hunter :  Bits  of  Old  China,  p.  269. 
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Children  of  David  Low  and  Hannah  Haskell,  paternal 
grandparents  of  William  Henry  Low,  the  letter  writer: 
David,  b.  1779;  m,  Lydia  Eames. 

Seth,  b.  1782 ;  m.  Mary  Porter  of  Topsfield,  father  of 
William  Henry  the  letter  writer. 

Abigail,  b.  1784;  d.  1872;  m.  (1)  Charles  Ranlet,  (2) 
Samuel  Davis. 

Hannah,  b.  1786;  m.  Washington  Eaton. 

Jonathan,  b.  1789;  d.  1865  (changed  his  name  to  James 
Willis  Low);  m.  Hannah  Babson,  (2)  Ellen  O. 
Richardson. 

Daniel,  b.  1792 ;  m.  Alice  Orne,  (2)  Evelina  E.  B. 
Tilden. 

William  Henry  (the  elder),  b.  1795;  d.  1834;  m.  Abi¬ 
gail  Knapp. 


Children  of  Thomas  Porter  and  Ruth  Allen,  maternal 
grandparents  of  William  Henry  Low,  the  letter  writer. 
Thomas  Porter  was  a  coastwise  mariner  and  was  lost  at 
sea  on  a  voyage  to  Baltimore  in  1792.^^  Ruth  Allen  Por¬ 
ter’s  sister  Alice  had  married  Captain  Josiah  Ome,  and 
her  sister  Sarah,  Stephen  Webb. 

Mary  Porter,  b.  1787 ;  m.  Seth  Low. 

Edward  Allen  Porter,  b.  1788;  d.  1819,  not  married. 

Thomas  Porter,  b.  1790;  d.  1818. 

Elijah  Porter,  b.  1792. 


Children  of  Seth  Low  and  Mary  Porter,  the  parents  of 
William  Henry  Low,  the  letter  writer.  Seth  Low  lived 
on  Korman  Street  in  Salem  in  1815,  and  moved  to  Kew 
York  about  1822  establishing  his  home  in  Brooklyn. 

Maiy^  Ann,  b.  1808 ;  d.  1851 ;  m.  George  Archer. 
Harriet,  b.  1809 ;  d.  1859 ;  m.  John  Hillard. 

Abiel  Abbot,  b.  1811;  d.  1893;  m.  (1)  Ellen  A.  Dow, 
(2)  Anne  Bedell  Low,  widow  of  W.  H.  Low,  2nd. 
Seth  Haskell,  b.  1812  ;  d.  1857 ;  m.  Rebecca  A.  Cutler. 
Edward  Porter,  b.  1814;  d.  1815. 

William  Henry,  b.  1816;  d.  1845;  m.  Anne  Davidson 
Bedell. 

12  There  seems  to  be  no  mention  of  this  in  the  Salem 
Gazette  Marine  News. 
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Edward  Allen,  b.  1817 ;  d,  1898 ;  m.  Lucy  E.  Haskell. 

Francis,  b.  1819 ;  d.  1836. 

Josiab  Orne,  b.  1821 ;  d.  1895 ;  m.  Martba  E.  Mills. 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  1822;  d.  1863;  m.  Edward  H.  R. 
Lyman. 

Charles  Porter,  b.  1824;  d.  1913;  m.  Sarah  Maria 
Tucker. 

Ellen  Porter,  b.  1827;  d.  1898;  m.  Ethelbert  Smith 
Mills. 

The  above  list  was  checJced  with  the  Salem  Vital  Rec¬ 
ords  05  far  as  possible  and  Edward  Porter  added. 

Most  of  these  family  connections  were  either  established 
or  in  the  process  of  being  by  1840  and  practically  all  the 
names  mentioned  are  those  of  aunts,  uncles  or  brothers 
or  sisters-in-law.  It  was  a  very  wide  family  connection 
and  the  earlier  generation  reached  into  many  Salem  fami¬ 
lies. 


The  following  vessels  are  mentioned,  many  are  doubt¬ 
less  British,  some  country  vessels  from  India  and  many 
American  scattered  through  all  the  ports  from  New  Eng¬ 
land  southward. 

The  exact  identification  of  them  has  proved  difficult 
but  the  prevalence  of  old  Salem  names  among  the  cap¬ 
tains  mentioned  is  striking.  Nothing  could  smack  of 
Essex  County  more  than  Endicott,  Kinsman,  Lovett, 
Story,  Benson  and  Hallett.  Almost  all  the  vessels  men¬ 
tioned  were  coming  from  or  going  to  America. 


Albion,  Capt.  Lovett  N.  Y.  Ship  Low  sailed  to  China  on. 
Ann  McKim,  bound  for  U.  S.  A. 

Apthorpe,  bound  for  New  York. 

Asia,  going  to  U.  S.  A. 

Charles  Grant,  going  to  N.  Y. 

Chesapeake,  local  trader. 

Courier,  from  N.  Y. 

Cynthia,  bound  for  N.  Y. 

Delhi,  going  to  U.  S.  A. 
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Eben  Preble,  Capt.  Crocker,  for  H”.  Y. 

Emma,  probably  Mr.  Hunter’s  sailboat. 

Gilpin,  American  Brig. 

Huntress,  Capt.  Lovett,  owned  by  Olyphant  &  Co. 

Island  Queen,  British  Clipper. 

Lehigh,  for  H.  Y. 

Levant,  arr.  from  N.  Y.  owned  by  T.  H.  Perkins  of 
Boston. 

Lima,  Capt.  Endicott. 

Lintin,  local  trader. 

London,  going  to  IT.  S.  A. 

Lotus,  going  to  U.  S.  A. 

Lucania,  Capt.  Hallett  from  Liverpool. 

Lyon,  from  Providence,  R.  I, 

Morea,  Capt.  Weston. 

Morrison,  Capt.  Benson. 

Nantasket,  for  N.  Y. 

Narraganset,  Capt.  Crocker,  the  ship  William  H.  Low 
came  home  on. 

Navigator,  for  N.  Y.  belonged  to  Neal  &  Co.  of  Salem. 
Niantic,  belonged  to  Griswolds  of  N.  Y.,  R.  B.  Forbes 
brought  her  home. 

Oneida,  for  N.  Y. 

Osage  “very  handsome  ship,” 

Panama,  Capt.  Berry,  American  ship. 

Providence,  for  the  TJ.  S.  A. 

Rose,  brig,  an  opium  clipper. 

St.  Paul,  belonged  to  S.  C.  Phillips  of  Salem,  Mass. 
Samarang,  going  to  U.  S.  A. 

Talbot,  Capt.  Story,  1400  tons. 

Thomas  Coutts,  British  ship. 

Trenton,  for  N.  Y. 

Two  Brothers,  for  Falmouth,  Mass.  Probably  the  Salem 
vessel  built  in  1816  for  the  Forresters  and  sold  to  the 
Greens  of  New  Bedford  in  1831  and  owned  till  1864. 
Valparaiso,  going  to  TJ.  S.  A. 

Venice,  going  to  TJ.  S.  A. 

Zenobia,  Capt.  Kinsman  (of  Salem),  A.  A.  Low  returned 
on  her. 
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Letters  of  William  Henry  Low 
June  14,  18S9 — October  3,  1841 
(From  the  private  collection  of  Low  Family  letters 
in  the  possession  of  Elma  Loines  of  Bolton  Landin;?, 

X.  Y.,  some  of  which  will  appear  later  in  her  book 
‘China  Trade  Post-Bag  of  the  Low  Family  of  Salem.’) 

Long.  21  .40'  .45"  W.  Lat.  4.48  X, 
]\Ir.  &  Mrs.  Seth  Low  On  board  Ship  Albion  at  Sea 
and  the  inmates  of  40  Concord  St  June  14,  1839. 

Brooklyn,  L.  I. 

Dear  Father  &  Mother  &;  all 

As  our  vessel  has  arrived  to  within  a  couple  of  days  of 
the  equator,  I  thought  I  would  commence  writing  a  letter 
so  as  to  have  it  ready  in  case  we  should  meet  a  ship  home¬ 
ward  bound  as  the  Captain  says  it  is  often  the  case  just 
the  other  side  of  the  Equator.  To  begin,  we  left  Sandy 
Hook  with  a  tremendous  squall  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
that  Mr.  F.  Dow^®  and  Mr.  Gillespie  bid  us  good  by,  as 
we  had  to  come  to  anchor  there  from  the  wind’s  dying 
away — the  squall  came  up  at  about  5  in  the  evening,  and 
just  had  time  to  get  the  anchor  olf  the  bottom,  when  it 
came  on  to  blow  like  sixty,  we  let  the  anchor  hang  just 
as  it  was  till  the  sails  were  trimmed,  and  then  took  it  in, 
the  Captain  has  since  told  me  that  if  it  had  not  been 
hard  bottom,  we  should  in  all  probability  have  lost  our 
anchor.  For  the  first  14  days  out  we  experienced  heavy 
gales  from  all  points  of  the  Compass,  and  for  3  weeks 
we  had  not  more  than  one  days  fair  wind,  so  that  it  was 
bout  ship  every  once  in  a  while.  I  was  sick  for  one  day 
only,  although  I  only  vomited  twice,  I  must  say  it  was 
the  most  miserable  day  I  ever  spent.  I  suppose  it  was 
the  worse  for  me  for  not  vomiting,  and  I  have  since  been 
sick  one  day,  and  then  threw  oflF  a  couple  of  quarts  of  bile 
— this  is  all  the  sickness  I  have  had.  The  Doctor  was 
sick  2  or  3  days.  Mr.  Boyd  it  had  a  medicinal  effect 
upon,  operating  like  Castor  Oil,  the  Boys  and  some  of  the 
sailors  were  sicker  than  any  of  the  passengers,  for  the  first 
8  days  out,  it  was  impossible  to  read,  write  or  do  anything 
else,  the  vessell  rolled  and  pitched  about  so,  all  we  could 
13  Probably  a  brother  of  Ellen  Dow,  Abbot  Low’s  first  wife. 
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do  was  to  hold  on  and  keep  on  our  legs.  I  came  very  near 
having  my  brains  dashed  out  one  day,  I  was  standing  on 
the  quarter  deck,  say  about  the  middle,  when  a  sea  struck 
the  ship,  and  started  me  a  running  with  such  force  that 
I  could  not  stop  my  headway  and  went  smack  against  the 
monkey  rail.  I  broke  the  fall  a  great  deal  by  putting  up 
my  hands,  but  got  a  blow  on  the  face  just  above  the  cheek 
bone  which  left  a  black  and  blue  spot  for  several  days. 
I  never  saw  such  a  time,  it  was  regular  hard  fighting  to 
get  anything  to  eat,  the  dishes  were  cutting  such  capers, 
it  was  first  a  grab  for  a  mouthful  and  then  hold  on  to  a 
dish.  Sometimes  I  found  myself  on  the  floor  from  my 
chair  upsetting,  but  we  generally  had  two  chairs  one  to 
sit  in  and  the  other  to  keep  us  braced  up — it  made  me 
think  of  Grandmother  at  breakfast  table,  when  she  used 
to  say  “William  don’t  let  your  coffee  stand  still  there” 
for  there  was  no  stand  still  to  it  here,  wedder  or  no — for 
a  full  account  of  these  little  things,  I  refer  to  my  ioumal. 
the  4th  of  June  we  took  the  E.  trades,  and  for  8  days 
had  beautiful  weather,  and  scud  along  at  the  rate  of  8  or 
9  knots  an  hour — for  3  days  past  experienced  light  vari¬ 
able  winds  or  calm  with  large  quantities  of  rain,  and  some 
thunder  and  lightning,  expect  every  hour  to  take  the 
South  East  trades.  We  caught  a  porpoise  the  other  night 
about  Eleven  O.  Clock.  Mr.  Boyd  and  myself  happened 
to  be  up,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  helping  to  haul  him  in, 
the  harpoon  went  right  through  him,  but  for  all  that  he 
kicked  around  like  a  french  dancing  master  for  a  time, 
the  next  morning  we  had  his  liver  for  breakfast,  it  tastes 
somewhat  like  pigs  liver  and  is  very  good;  the  meat  is 
quite  tender,  and  will  keep  a  long  time,  and  the  longer 
you  keep  it  the  blacker  and  tenderer  it  grows,  the  3rd  day 
it  came  on  the  table,  it  was  as  black  as  the  ace  of  spades. 
Yesterday  afternoon,  say  about  3.  0.  Clock  it  came  on  to 
rain  in  torrents,  and  I  was  standing  at  the  door,  when  Dr. 
D.  says  they  have  caught  two  fish,  called  albicores,^^  (Mr 
Gillespie  caught  the  first  one  day  before  yesterday  measg. 
4  feet  2  in  in  length  and  2  feet  around).  I  immediately 

14  The  tunny  or  some  related  fish,  like  the  bonito,  Web¬ 
ster’s  Dictionary. 
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pulled  off  shoes,  and  stockings  and  put  on  my  fire  coat, 
and  ran  forward — I  will  explain  how  they  catch  them  be¬ 
fore  I  go  any  further.  They  have  a  strong  line,  with  two 
strong  hooks  fastened  together,  and  baited  with  a  piece 
of  pork  or  fiying  fish — this  line  is  taken  out  on  the  end’ 
of  the  bowsprit  by  the  person  who  intends  to  fish,  and 
kept  jerking  about  in  the  water  till  the  fish  sees  it,  and 
makes  a  spring  and  takes  the  hook,  well  to  go  on,  the 
Cook,  Steward  and  myself  were  out  fishing — and  in  a 
few  minutes  we  had  3  good  ones,  besides  the  two  they 
caught  before  I  came  out.  I  helped  fasten  them  by  the 
tail  and  the  head  so  as  they  could  pull  them  on  board,  the 
steward  said  I  was  as  handy  as  a  pocket  in  a  shirt,  after 
we  had  been  out  there  about  an  hour  and  a  half  the  cook 
and  steward  had  to  go  in  to  get  tea,  so  I  thought  I  would 
try  my  luck  for  all  there  saying  that  I  should  be  pulled 
overboard,  all  this  time  it  rained  like  fury — I  fished  away 
for  half  an  hour,  and  was  just  about  to  give  up  in  despair 
when  a  fellow  seized  the  hook  and  ran  with  the  line,  but 
I  soon  brought  him  to,  and  kept  playing  him,  in  order  to 
drown  him;  in  the  meantime  I  called  out  “on  deck,  on 
deck.”  One  of  the  men,  by  the  time  I  had  his  strength 
pretty  well  exhausted  was  out  to  my  assistance,  and  we 
soon  hauled  him  up  and  sent  him  on  board — in  a  few  sec¬ 
onds  after  I  caught  another — it  is  like  driving  a  hard’ 
mouth  horse,  to  hold  one  of  these  chaps,  when  I  came  in 
I  was  as  wet  as  a  drowned  rat,  but  the  Steward  says  that 
I  can  say  what  very  few  passengers  between  here  and  Can¬ 
ton  can  say  “viz  that  they  have  caught  2  albicores”  as 
they  are  ver>’^  difficult  to  catch — this  is  very  good,  tastes 
something  like  cod,  only  rather  drier....  Yesterday  I 
saw  a  large  ship  astern  of  us,  steering  same  course,  lost 
sight  of  her  again  today  ....  My  time  has  so  far  passed' 
ver\'  agreably.  I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  keep  myself  em¬ 
ployed  some  way  or  other  all  the  time,  I  have  read  a 
great  deal  and  studied  and  wrote  french.  We  have  books 
enough  of  all  kinds  to  form  a  library  among  us,  so  there 
is  no  excuse  for  not  reading.  Our  Amusements  consist' 
of  dominos,  Backgammon  and  checkers — I  am  very  much 
pleased  with  the  officers  and  passengers,  the  Captain  has 
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been  almost  everywhere  and  of  course  has  obtained  a  great 
deal  of  information — and  is  always  in  good  humour,  talka¬ 
tive,  I  have  not  seen  him  out  of  humour  once,  and  Mr. 
Gillespie^®  is  a  nice  man.  Mr.  Boyd  and  myself,  almost 
every  other  night  keep  him  company  in  his  watch  on  deck 
from  8  to  12.  I  would  just  mention  now  for  the  benefit 
of  Charles,^®  how  the  boys  like  the  sea.  they  thought 
before  they  started  that  there  could  be  no  better  fun  than 
to  go  to  sea ;  but  before  they  were  out  3  days,  they  were  all 
sea  sick  and  sick  of  the  sea.  one  of  them  came  to  the  Cap¬ 
tain  and  told  him  he  was  tired  of  it,  the  Captain  asked 
him  if  he  should  throw  him  overboard,  and  reminded  him 
at  the  same  time  that  he  told  him  he  would  not  like  it  be¬ 
fore  he  started,  he  now  wanted  to  be  taken  passenger,  but 
it  was  no  go.  so  if  Charles  wants  to,  let  him  go  one  voy¬ 
age,  I  think  that  will  cure  him.  the  first  voyage  they 
have  to  feed  the  pigs  and  fowls,  clean  the  gemmans  boots, 
and  all  the  odd  jobs.  I  have  remarked  upon  the  subject 
in  my  journal — day  before  yesterday  being  the  12th  of 
June  I  opened  the  Box  of  Gingerbread  in  order  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  Marriage  of  Aunt  Low^^  and  Mr.  C.  give  my 
best  love  to  them  both,  and  wish  them  a  great  deal  of  hap¬ 
piness  and  let  Sarah  kiss  Mrs.  C.  for  me  and  tell  her  I 
drank  to  her  and  her  husband’s  health  in  a  good  rich  glass 
of  Porter,  the  gingerbread  was  pronounced  very  good, 
only  rather  too  much  ginger  for  the  Captains  use. — I  have 
written  this  letter  down  hill,  but  you  must  remember  I 
am  writing  at  Sea,  which  is  not  quite  so  easy  as  writing 
on  land. — Long.  24°  .0'  .30"  W.  Lat  1.  36  N.  We  have 
had  the  trades  (S.E.)  for  a  couple  of  days  and  are  getting 
along  in  fine  style  again,  which  is  quite  refreshing  after 
laying  with  the  sails  clapping  against  the  mast  for  3  days, 
have  seen  nothing  for  this  last  2  or  3  days,  in  the  way  of 
ships  or  fish,  but  have  had  delightful  weather,  fine  moon 
last  night,  and  the  stars  shining  so  bright  as  dear  Vomanfs 
eye — if  this  breeze  continues  I  shall  probably  have  some¬ 
thing  to  write  about  on  Neptune  coming  on  board  as  we 
« cross  the  line. 

15  First  mate  of  the  ship. 

16  Charles  Porter  Low,  b.  1824. 

.17  Abigail  Knapp  Low,  widow  of  W.  H.  Low,  Senior. 
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June  19,  41  days  out 

Crossed  the  Equator  at  about  12.  O.  Clock  this  day  in 
Longitude  25°.  5'  .45"  W.  and  Lat.  00.  11  miles  south. 

I  do  not  think  the  sailors  know  it  yet.  I  forgot  to  men¬ 
tion  till  now  that  Captain  Lovett  was  the  Captain  of  the 
Jeanette,'^  the  first  vessell  that  went  up  to  Grand  Gulf, 
he  very  often  speaks  of  it.  telling  about  the  grand  dinner 
they  gave  him.  etc.  tell  Edward^®  that  he  says  he  knows 
him  well  and  wonders  Xed  did  not  take  notice  of  him 
the  afternoon  he  came  on  board.  I  told  him  however  that 
he  was  not  on  Iward  long  and  !  suppose  did  not  see  him.  I 
expected  to  have  seen  or  felt  some  scorching  weather  when 
we  got  in  these  low  latitudes,  but  we  have  not  had  more 
than  3  or  4  what  you  may  call  hot  days,  but  I  like  it  all 
the  better  for  this,  as  I  can  read  write  or  study  with  more 
comfort  than  if  it  was  very  warm.  (20)  Old  Keptune 
came  on  board  last  night,  hut  as  I  have  not  room  to 
describe  all  these  things  in  my  letter.  I  will  leave  the  in¬ 
teresting  description  for  my  Journal.  Dr.  Diver  and  my¬ 
self  took  a  fine  bath  last  night,  and  feel  all  the  better 
for  it  T  assure  you.  we  undressed  and  got  over  the  side 
of  the  vessell  into  the  mizen  chains,  and  Mr.  Gillespie 
drew  the  water  and  threw  it  over  us.  We  then  took  a 
towell  and  rubbed  ourselves  dry,  and  slept  quite  sound 
after  it. — I  found  I  left  off  in  Martine’s  letter  by  saying 
“we  shall  probably  cross  the  line  tomorrow,  and  I  shall 
have  no  doubt  something  to  write  about — Old  Neptune”' 
So  I  had  to  give  him  a  description,  and  if  he  calls  at  the 
house,  Sarah*®  must  ask  him  to  read  it  to  her,  if  you  want 
to  hear  it  before  you  get  my  Journal,  by  the  way,  I 
should  nice  to  know  if  young  Malbone*^  has  called  at  the 
house  to  see  Sarah  since  I  left,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha. 
In  cuse  I  should  have  to  send  this  letter  off  in  a  hurry 
I  will  now  request  Josiah^^  to  write  some  of  the  particu¬ 
lars  to  Uncle  Porter  and  family  and  any  one  else  he  * 

18  Jeanette.  This  allusion  not  kno^^•n  to  the  Editor. 

19  Edward  Allen  Low,  b.  1817,  his  brother. 

20  Sarah  Elizabeth  Low,  born  Aug.  16,  1822,  his  younger  ■ 
sister. 

21  Malbone,  related  to  the  miniature  painter. 

23  Josiah  Orne  Low,  b.  1821,  his  younger  brother... 
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chooses.  Mr.  Huntington^^  is  no  doubt  in  Brooklyn  and 
he  will  write  to  Aunt  Low^'*  and  Margaret,  as  I  have 
written  to  Martine,  Townsend,  Pres.n  of  the  B.  and  your¬ 
selves,  and  have  therefore  got  tired  of  writing  the  same 
thing  over.  I  have  been  up  at  mast  head  most  every  day 
the  last  week  to  try  and  see  a  sail,  but  as  yet  without  Suc¬ 
cess.  none  of  the  other  passengers  have  as  yet  mustered 
courage  to  go  so  far  from  home  as  the  Mast  head.  Has- 
kelF®  among  other  letters  gave  me  one  for  Uncle  Porter, 
tell  him  that  if  we  put  into  Salem  I  will  deliver  it. 

June  26.  Long  30  .48'30"  W  Lat  17.28  S  For  several 
days  past  have  had  steady  trades  with  a  heavy  sea  from 
the  Southward.  I  have  not  been  well  for  3  or  4  days, 
rather  Costive  with  head  ache,  took  a  seidlitz  powder 
yesterday,  and  today  feel  a  great  deal  better,  a  person  I 
find  is  very  apt  to  become  costive  at  Sea,  having  so  little 
exercise,  and  the  air  so  bracing,  we  have  had  but  3  or 
4  days  that  could  be  called  hot  Aveather  since  we  left 
Is .  Y.  I  expected  to  have  been  half  roasted  by  this  time, 
we  are  now  in  about  the  Latitude  &  Longitude  of  some 
Islands  called  Trinidad  and  ^Martin  Yas-®  but  shall  go  too 
far  west  to  see  them,  they  went  within  7  miles  of  them 
last  year.  ^fr.  Gillespie  showed  me  a  Sketch  of  them 
w’hich  Avas  taken  at  the  time.  We  have  not  seen  a  sail 
for  10  days,  Avhich  the  Captain  says  is  very  odd,  and  says 
it  seems  as  if  Ave  Avere  at  sea  all  alone,  I  think  so  too,  and 
for  several  days  have  seen  no  Porpoises,  sharks,  Birds  or 
anything  else.  Well,  Grandmother,  what  is  the  news  from 
Salem?  any  runaAA'ay  matches, — sudden  deaths — ^grand 
military  parades.  Suicides,  tremendous  fires  or  anything 
extraordinary  to  create  excitement  among  the  citizens  of 
that  handsome  or  quiet  place?  I  think  if  I  was  trans¬ 
ported  there  now,  I  could  raise  a  breeze  for  them.  I  sup¬ 
pose  Mrs  Archer^"  and  Sarah  made  some  little  stir.  I 
wonder  if  they  Avent  to  see  Pheby  and  Harriett  Hichols, 

23  Samuel  E.  Huntington,  who  married  Josiah’s  daughter 
Mary. 

24  Aunt  Low,  widow  of  W.  H.  Low,  Senior. 

25  Seth  Haskell  Low,  2nd. 

26  Two  small  islands  off  Brazil — ^not  Trinidad  off  Venezuela. 

27  Mrs.  Archer,  his  oldest  sister,  who  married  George  B. 
Archer. 
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alias  Mrs.  Shipman.”*  I  should  also  like  to  know  if  they 
came  across  Mrs.  and  Mary  Lee,^*  how  the  latter  will 
stare  when  she  hears  that  I  am  on  the  way  to  the  Celestial 
Empire,  and  Black  Eyed  Susan  left  behind,  to  whom  she 
would  have  it  I  was  engaged.  I  did  not  contradict  it  you 
know,  but  just  gave  her  a  wee  bit  of  a  kiss  and  called  it 
square.  I  wonder  if  I  shall  marry  a  Miss  (if  I  ever 
do  get  married).  Well,  I  do  not  know — it  depends  a  great 
deal  upon  the  price  of  the  Fulton  Ferr^*  Stock.  I  dreamed 
about  the  old  Captain  the  other  night  and  was  sitting  in 
the  Parlour  at  Xo.  47  with  him,  smoking  a  cigar,  and  was 
just  about  to  commence  a  talk  with  him  when  the  Steward 
spoiled  the  whole,  by  singing  out  “Heave  Short,  Mr.  Low, 
6  Bells — Well  Georgy  how  do  you  get  along,  have 
you  forgotten  me  yet  ?  do  you  spell  as  much  as  ever,  talk 
Engines  and  eat  as  little  ?  I  wonder  if  he  thought  I  was 
going  to  be  gone  so  long — no  he  could  not.  Who  have  you 
taken  for  your  referee  and  favourite. — Mother  have  you 
got  a  new  assistant  Foreman  of  the  Coffee  and  Foreman 
of  the  tea  depart,  yet  ?  one  that  talks  less  and  does  more 
than  I  did.  I  do  not  talk  so  much  at  meals  at  Sea  as  I 
did  at  home,  have  grown  more  quiet,  cause  viz — had  to — 
think  if  I  were  transported  to  Xo.  40  Concord  St.*^  now, 
I  would  raise  a  dust  in  about  5  minutes  that  it  would  take 
some  time  to  put  down. — Mother  and  Sarah,*®  there  seems 
to  be  two  different  lots  of  gingerbread,  one  (the  top  lot) 
has  too  much  ginger  in,  but  they  have  all  had  a  fair  trial 
of  it,  and  pronounce  it  the  best  they  ever  eat,  it  is  quite  a 
luxury — and  no  mistake.  August  5.  It  is  now  a  month 
and  a  half  since  I  have  written  in  any  of  my  letters  on 
account  of  the  rough  weather,  for  the  last  month  the 
weather  has  been  quite  cold  and  unpleasant  so  much  so 
that  we  were  glad  to  keep  housed  most  of  the  time.  We 
had  74  days  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  way  we 
went  round  it  was  no  man’s  business,  it  blew  a  regular 
gale,  we  had  sail  on  as  follows.  Double  reefed  Main  Top 

28  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Shipman,  m.  May  30,  1830,  Salem  Vital 
Records,  iv,  123. 

29  Mrs.  Lee,  probably  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Lee. 

30  Miss  Bedell,  see  the  letter  of  Dec.  10,  1840. 

31  George  Archer,  son  of  his  eldest  sister. 

32  His  home  in  Brooklyn. 

33  Sarah  Elizabeth  Low,  his  next  younger  sister. 
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sail,  close  reefed  Mizen  Top  sail  close  reefed  Fore  top  sail, 
and  Fore  top  mast  stay  sail.  The  {tale  commenced  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  and  did  not  abate  much  till  Tuesday  I  did 
not  turn  in  till  2.  o.cloek  Monday  mornin{r.  Since  we  left 
the  Cape  we  have  had  nothin{t  but  Stron{r  Gales,  &  heavy 
Squalls,  with  much  rain  and  weather  very  cold,  and  a 
heavy  sea  most  all  of  the  time,  but  I  am  in  hopes  we  shall 
soon  {ret  into  pleasant  weather  a^ain,  as  we  are  close  by  St 
Pauls  and  Amsterdam,®'*  and  as  soon  as  we  "et  these  under 
our  stern  we  shall  be^in  to  {to  North,  and  ^et  nearer  to  the 
warm  weather  of  which  .you  have  no  doubt  a  plenty  and  to 
spare — I  w'onder  if  the  Levant  sailed  soon  after  we  left. 
We  saw  a  sail  the  4th  of  July  that  looked  somethin{r  like 
her,  onl.y  as  the  Capt.  thou{rht  not  quite  lar{re  enough. 
She  was  in  si{iht  all  day,  but  she  evidently  beat  us  in 
sailin{r,  and  was  not  to  be  seen  next  mornin{r.  We  saw 
another  sail  July  23,  in  the  afternoon,  she  was  steerin{r 
the  same  course  with  us  but  she  could  not  keep  up  with 
us.  we  had  a  heavy  squall  durin{r  the  ni{rht,  and  next 
mornin{r  she  was  not  to  be  seen.  I  have  read  a  {rreat  deal 
since  I  have  been  out,  and  followed  Abbotts®®  advice  and 
kept  mvself  employed,  so  that  the  time  has  passed  very 
pleasantly,  the  principal  part  of  the  books  I  have  read 
have  been  those  that  contained  useful  information,  and 
that  would  be  of  benefit  to  me.  I  have  read  very  few 
novels  indeed,  my  conscience  “would  not  let  me  waste  time 
on  them,  and  I  have  not  touched  one  on  Sunday,  in  fact 
I  have  had  but  very  little  inclination  to  read  them,  a 
person  has  a  {Treat  deal  of  time  to  read  at  Sea,  but  still 
there  are  a  {Treat  many  interruptions  that  many  do  not 
dream  of,  for  instance  you  sit  down  to  read  a  book,  and 
hardl.y  ^et  started  before  you  are  called  to  see  some  por¬ 
poises,  a  whale,  or  rainbow,  or  somethin{T  groin{T  on  to  call 
oflF  .your  attention.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  Abbott  speaks 
of  this  in  his  .iournal.  I  very  often  {ro  into  my  cabin  and 
so  get  clear  of  a  great  deal,  but  this  can  only  be  done  in 
pleasant  weather,  as  my  State  room  is  quite  dark,  and  if 
I  leave  the  door  open  it  is  not  much  better,  as  the  Cabin 
is  as  dark  as  a  dungeon  now,  as  we  have  had  all  the  dead 

34  Two  islands  in  about  Lat.  38“  South  and  79“  East. 

35  Abiel  Abbot  Low,  b.  Feb.  7,  1811. 
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From  a  portrait  in  Salem  City  Hall,  by  P.  P  Rid<»r  of  New  Yo 
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light  shut,  and  all  the  shutters  in  to  keep  the  seas  out  since 
we  came  round  the  Cape,  but  never  mind  I  have  done 
very  well  for  such  a  wild  harum-scarum  sort  of  a  chap  as 
I  have  been.  I  want  now  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
way  we  have  lived  since  we  have  been  out,  or  in  the  first 
place  I  will  tell  you  a  little  about  our  Steward.  He  is  a 
man  about  6  feet  2  inches  in  height,  straight  as  an  arrow, 
and  quite  good  looking  for  a  coloured  man,  he  is  also 
quite  intelligent,  owns  some  property  in  New  Haven,  and 
has  a  white  English  woman  for  a  wife,  and  of  course  is 
a  great  abolitionist,  he  is  ver\’  eager  after  knowledge  and 
all  the  leisure  he  gets  he  spends  in  reading,  and  if  he 
catches  anyone  reading  alone  he  wants  to  hear  him  read, 
he  sometimes  sees  me  of  a  Sunday  reading  the  Bible,  and 
he  will  say  “Mr.  Low  go  ahead  I  should  like  to  have  you 
read  a  chapter  while  T  am  standing  here,  he  is  a  very 
obliging  chap  and  always  ready  to  assist  you.  or  do  any¬ 
thing  for  you,  but  his  knowledge  of  the  Culinarv  art  is 
one  of  his  best  recommendations,  he  can  make  bread  equal 
to  Catherine  any  day,  and  we  have  it  every  2  or  3  morn¬ 
ings.  it  comes  on  to  the  table  in  nice  hot  rolls,  and  puts 
me  in  mind  of  ^Mothers  hot  cakes  every  time  I  see  them, 
and  in  the  souj)  way,  he  is  not  to  be  beat,  he  makes  sev¬ 
eral  diiferent  kinds,  but  the  favourite  soup  with  me  is 
Pea,  and  the  next  Bean,  and  we  have  had  soup  with  the 
exception  of  some  few  days  rough  weather  ever  since  we 
have  been  out,  that  is  as  a  first  course,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ings  ive  almost  always  had  some  kind  of  hash  or  other 
got  up  in  grand  style,  together  with  fried  salmon,  mackerel 
or  tongues  and  sound,  which  I  believe  Father  is  fond  of, 
and  I  have  got  to  like  them  much,  but  we  have  not  had 
any  hashes  since  we  left  the  Cape  as  our  Potatoes  gave 
out,  but  we  shall  soon  be  at  Angier®*”*  where  w’e  can  get 
plenty  of  Yams,  and  then  the  Steward  is  a  good  hand  at 
making  Cake,  he  treats  us  with  it  once  in  a  while,  by 
the  way.  ^lother,  Sarah  must  make  some  more  sugar  gin¬ 
gerbread  this  lot  is  all  gone.  I  told  Captain  Lovett  that 
Sarah  made  part  of  it  he  says  he  shall  come  to  see  her 
when  he  comes  back  and  get  her  to  make  another  batch 
for  me,  to  be  sent  by  him.  I  must  try  and  send  the  Ste- 
36  Angier  Point,  Java. 
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ward  with  somethinji  to  the  house  so  as  you  can  have  a 
chat  with  him,  and  if  you  like  ^et  his  receipt  for  makinj^ 
Pea  Soup,  etc.  understand  Mother  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anythin<r  afrainst  your  soups  (for  I  would  put  you  against 
the  world  in  your  own  way)  but  these  are  got  up  in  a 
diff’t  way,  these  have  not  a  whole  bean  or  Pea  in  them, 
but  still  all  the  substance.  I  suppose  you  think  I  must 
have  gained  flesh,  well  I  have  gained  some,  am  rather 
fuller  in  the  face  and  stouter,  my  dandy  Pantaloons  won’t 
stav  on,  the  buttons  are  all  burst  off,  I  am  very  hearty 
and  blessed  with  a  good  appetite,  and  I  can  eat  my  share 
which  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  believe  without  my  writ¬ 
ing  it  again.  We  are  now  88  days  out,  and  it  seems  upon 
looking  back,  an  age  since  we  left  N.  Y.  although  the 
time  has  passed  pleasantly  enough,  I  am  thinking  I  should 
like  to  be  in  Brooklyn  a  little  while.  If  I  wouldn’t  pull 
those  Brooklyn  girls  about  a  little  then  there  are  no  Cata¬ 
mounts  in  Miss,  how  I  long  to  hear  about  them.  I  want 
to  know  who  is  a  going  the  flgure  in  Hicks  St,  what  kind 
of  business  Josiah  is  driving  in  that  line.  I  dreamed  that 
^Mother  asked  Sarah  Ann  Knapp®’^  how  I  got  so  many 
kisses,  she  said  she  did  not  know,  but  that  somehow  or 
other  I  would  have  them.  If  I  do  not  get  some  letters 
pretty  soon  after  I  get  to  Canton,  I  shall  kick  up  a  row 
worse  than  ever  Abbott,  for  I  had  no  idea  of  the  value 
of  letters  till  I  came  to  sea,  but  I  think  I  have  secured 
some  good  correspondents,  at  any  rate  I  shall  get  a  regu¬ 
lar  price  current  of  the  state  of  the  ladies’  market. 

August  26,  Monday — As  we  shall  reach  Java  Head  in  all 
probability  if  this  wind  holds  on  Wednesday,  which  is  a 
0  knots  fellow — I  will  try  and  find  matter  enough  to  fill 
this  sheet  although  I  have  made  up  my  mind  not  to  leave 
my  letters  at  Angier,  unless  there  is  a  vessell  there  about 
ready,  as  I  have  before  stated  it  is  very  uncertain 
whether  vessells  stop  there  going  home.  Since  we  left  the 
Island  of  Amsterdam®*  we  have  had  very  bad  luck, 
nothing  but  head  winds  and  calm,  it  has  seemed  about  as 
long  as  from  the  Equator  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for 
a  few  days  past  the  weather  has  been  warm  and  pleasant, 

37  Daughter  of  Joseph  J.  and  Abigail,  married  a  Fuller. 

38  Far  south  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
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with  beautiful  moonlight  nights,  I  put  on  thin  clothes 
day  before  yesterday,  yesterday  saw  lots  of  flying  flsh, 
several  Man  of  War  Hawks,  and  Boatswain’s  calling  all 
day,  and  in  the  afternoon  saw  a  large  flock  of  Birds  that 
looked  something  like  Crows,  all  these  you  will  find 
description’s  off  in  my  iournal.  last  night  I  turned  in  at 
about  9  and  had  not  been  in  bed  long  before  Mr.  Boyd 
came  down  and  told  me  there  was  a  booby  flying  about, 
so  I  got  up  and  dressed,  went  on  deck,  after  flying  around 
a  while  he  lit  on  the  end  of  the  Main  top  gallant  studding 
sail  boom,  but  as  we  could  not  get  him  there,  I  took  hold 
of  the  studding  sail  tack  and  shook  him  off.  I  must  tell 
you  however,  that  this  bird  as  soon,  almost  as  he  lights 
falls  asleep,  and  then  you  can  catch  them.  After  this  he 
lit  on  the  end  on  the  M.  top  gallant  yard.  Mr.  Marshall®^ 
went  up  part  way,  when  he  got  frightened,  and  was  oph, 
(sic)  he  lit  in  the  same  place  where  he  did  first,  but  I 
shook  him  off  as  fast  as  he  got  on.  as  I  saw  no  prospect  of 
getting  him  in  the  right  place,  I  turned  in.  Mr.  Marshall 
told  me  this  morning,  that  he  chased  him  till  12.o.Clock, 
but  did  not  catch  him.  this  morning  at  5.  A.  M.  he  was 
asleep  on  the  fore  top  mast  studding  sail  boom,  the  cook 
threw  a  piece  of  coal  at  him,  and  he  took  french  leave. 
We  expect  to  make  Christmas  Island  some  time  today, 
it  lays  in  Latitude  10.33,  and  we  were  at  12.o.Clock 
yesterday  in  14.41 — These  three  sheets  I  intend  as  a  fam¬ 
ily  letter,  as  it  would  be  too  much  for  me  to  undertake  to 
write  to  each  one  of  the  family  now,  and  all  the  same 
thing  over  and  over,  so  Father  and  Mother  you  must  let 
them  all  own  a  share  into  it.  and  Grandmother  I  hereby 
authorize  you  to  use  any  of  the  contents  of  these  3  sheets, 
to  put  in  your  letters  to  my  Uncle,  Aunt  or  Cousins,  the 

Porters,  Miss  Sarah  Allen  or  Mrs . whoever  she 

may  he  noic.  Harriett^”  I  have  Avritten  to  myself.  I  have 
also  written  to  the  following  persons — viz.  S.  F.  Martine, 
E.  D.  Saxton — prec’t  of  the  Board,  Frank  Dow,  and  Mr. 
Dow  Havana,  and  Wm.  Henry  Townsend,  in  all  about 
65  Pages,  and  some  of  them  will  have  to  make  the  most 
of  what  they  get  now,  as  I  shall  not  be  able  to  keep  up  a 

39  Mr.  Marshall,  one  of  the  passengers. 

40  Harriet  Low,  b.  May  18,  1809,  his  sister. 
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correspondence  on  such  an  extensive  scale  as  this  after 
I  jret  to  Canton,  sav  to  Haskell^^  I  shall  write  to  Rebecca 
after  I  fret  there,  when  Josiah  ffoes  down  to  Capt.  Rus¬ 
sel’s  he  must  "ive  my  love  to  them  all,  and  everv  pretty 
frirl  he  meets  he  may  kiss  for  my  account,  and  if  he  fr^ts 

any  boxed  ears  in  so  doin^  eharjre  it  to  me . Oh  dear 

me,  how  I  wish  I  could  blisses  Blossoms'*^  (Bedells)  see 
— the  first  one  that  can  get  a  chance  must  kiss  George 
Archer  for  me  as  many  times  as  there  are  letter  in  n  i  n  e, 
and  more  if  he  will  let  you,  and  tell  him  they  came 
14,000  miles.  Remember  me  to  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Holland, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter,  Miss  S.  A.  K.,  E.  A.  Do.,  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Dow  and  daters,  and  all  the  thousand  and  one  folks 
that  I  am  acquainted  with  in  the  garden  spot  of  the 
world, — not  forgetting  Cate,  and  Ann. 

And  believe  me  ever  your 
Affectionate  Son 
/s/  Wm.  Henry  Low. 

Is  ^fr  Set  Low  in,  Nai  Sir — 

Wen  you  spec  he  will  be  in. 

Anger  Roads,  August  29,  1839 
^Ir.  Seth  Low 
Dear  Father 

We  came  to  anchor  here  yesterday  afternoon  at  aboiit 
o.o.Clock  (111  days  from  X  Y),  found  about  a  dozen 
ships  lying  here,  amongst  them  3  American  Whalers  be¬ 
longing  to  Xew  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven,  an  American 
ship  called  the  Two  Brothers  bound  direct  to  Falmoiith, 
by  which  I  sent  a  letter  to  Harriett.^®  I  also  heard  with 
much  sorrow  that  the  American  ship  Xantasket  sailed 
from  here  on  the  27th  for  Xew  York  iust  a  dav  before 
we  arrived,  wasn’t  that  too  bad.  The  last  named  ship  had 
a  passage  of  107  days  only  to  Canton,  the  Captain  of  the 
Two  Brothers  says  that  there  is  a  fine  business  for  Ameri¬ 
can  ships  in  Canton,  on  account  of  the  English  ships  not 
Ix'ing  allowed  to  trade,  but  you  will  learn  this  news  before 

41  Seth  Haskell  Low,  b.  Oct.  30,  1812,  his  brother  m.  Kebec- 
ca  Cutler. 

42  Misses  Blossoms  or  Bedells,  see  letter  of  Dec.  10,  1840. 

43  His  sister  Harriet,  b.  May  18,  1809;  married  Nov.  12, 
1836,  John  Hillard. 
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this  letter  reaches  you.  I  see  by  the  Rej^ister  here  that 
Mrs.  Pearce  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Green^^  have  gone  home.  An¬ 
other  piece  of  agreeable  intelligence  was  that  the  Ship 
Courier  that  sailed  from  New  York  one  day  after  us 
passed  here  on  the  18th  inst.,  beating  us  11  days,  it  must 
have  been  the  ship  that  passed  us  July  4th.  Last  evening 
the  Captains  of  the  Whale  Ships  and  the  Captain  of  the 
Two  Brothers  came  on  board,  the  whalers  have  been  out 
13  months,  we  gave  them  some  newspapers  and  Old  novels, 
the  Capt.  of  one  of  them  gave  us  a  supply  of  Whale  Oil 
and  Whale  bone.  I  can  tell  you  what  it  seemed  good  to 
see  some  new  faces,  and  belonging  to  one’s  own  country 
too.  about  9.  o.  Clock  Mr,  Gillespie,  Mr.  Boyd,  the  Dr. 
and  myself  went  ashore.  We  went  to  a  Mr.  Curlew’s  to 
see  about  water.  Saw  4  or  5  Dutch  Gentl’n  at  tea,  they 
very  politely  invited  us  to  take  tea,  but  we  declined,  but 
took  a  glass  of  splendid  Claret  Wine,  and  smoked  a  cigar. 
They  live  in  great  style,  large  open  houses,  and  very  long, 
and  handsomely  furnished,  in  the  European  Style,  but  I 
have  not  time  to  write  the  particulars  of  our  stop  here 
now  and  must  save  them  for  my  Journal.  I  have  con¬ 
cluded  to  leave  my  letters  here,  as  I  find  upon  enquiry 
that  vessells  do  stop  here  at  all  seasons,  and  that  there 
are  several  vessells  expected  bound  for  America,  we 
shall  sail  from  here  as  soon  as  we  take  in  water,  and  fresh 
provisions.  All  well  on  board,  with  much  love  to  all 

I  am  in  great  haste 


Your  A£F.  Son 
/s/  Wm.  Henry  Low 

I  wrote  this  as  soon  as 
I  got  up  this  morning  and 
was  half  asleep  at  the  time. 

(Addressed  on  back  to  Mr.  Seth  Low 

care  of  Mess  Seth  Low  &  Co. 

8  Fletcher  St., 
New  York 

Also  on  back  U.S.A. 

William  H.  Low 
Passage  to  Canton 


44  J. 
Personal 


C.  Green,  then  chief  of  Eussell  &  Co. :  R.  B.  Forbes, 
Reminiscences,  147. 
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Macao,  September  28,  1839 

Mr.  Seth  Low 
Dear  Father 

I  arrived  here  on  Wednesday  evenin^r  last,  havings  had 
the  rather  lon^  passage  of  140  days,  we  came  up  from 
Anger  in  Company  with  the  St.  Paul,'*®  Capt.  Pearce  from 
Salem,  bound  to  Manila,  also  Levant  from  Phila.  but  lost 
sight  of  them  about  a  week  before  we  made  the  land, 
the  Levant  arrived  at  Hong  Kong  yesterday,  the  next 
morning  Capt.  L.  went  on  shore  and  remained  all  day 
and  all  night  there  being  a  heavy  sea,  he  could  not  well 
get  off  at  night,  he  came  off  yesterday  morning,  in  Com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  King,  who  gave  me  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pearce,  who  is  now  at  Macao,  informing  me  that  Mr. 
Delano*®  had  a  chop  or  pass  for  me  to  go  up  to  Canton, 
and  was  going  immediately,  and  kindly  offering  me  Quar¬ 
ters  at  his  house  while  staying  at  Macao,  which  I  gladly 
availed  myself  off,  as  the  ship  was  going  that  morning 
to  Hong  Kong,  to  take  in  a  cargo,  and  would  not  probably 
go  up  to  Canton  for  a  fortnight.  About  past  8  a  boat 
came  off  with  a  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Abiel*^ 
to  wait  upon  Dr.  Diver  on  shore,  as  all  the  IMiss  Ts  are 
staying  here  at  present.  We  all  breakfasted  together  and 
then  all  but  Mr.  King  went  on  shore,  when  going  we 
had  to  have  all  the  blinds  shut  to  keep  us  from  being  seen 
by  the  mandarins.  I  only  took  my  Camphor  Trunk  and 
hat  on  shore  with  me,  as  it  is  so  difficult  to  get  things 
up.  Ever\’thing  has  to  be  examined  at  the  Custom  H  at 
Macao,*®  and  by  the  Chinese  before  it  can  go  up  to  Can¬ 
ton.  things  are  in  a  wretched  state  here  at  present,*®  no 
Englishman  at  Macao  or  Canton,  they  are  all  on  board 

45  The  St.  Paul  was  a  famous  Salem  ship  of  463  tons  be¬ 
longing  to  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  built  in  Boston  in  1838.  Capt. 
Charles  H.  Allen  also  commanded  her.  She  made  12  voyages 
to  Manila. 

46  Warren  Delano  and  Edward  King,  partners  in  Bussell 
&  Co. 

47  Abiel,  probably  a  Mr.  Abeel,  a  missionary  at  Macao. 

48  Macao  was  controlled  by  the  Portuguese  but  all  Eur¬ 
opean  ships  had  to  call  there. 

49  The  so-called  “Opium  War”  had  broken  out,  see  introduc¬ 
tory  note. 
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the  ships  at  Hong  Kong. — there  are  whole  fleets  of  them 
there,  and  the  American  vessels  are  getting  from  5  to  8$ 
a  bale  for  taking  cotton  up  to  Canton,  the  Chinese  burned 
a  Spanish  vessell  at  Macao,  mistaking  it  for  an  English 
ship,  which  had  opium  on  board,  it  happened  that  the 
English  vessell  cleared  in  the  night,  leaving  the  Spanish 
vessell,  which  looked  very  much  like  her,  and  the  Chinese 
burned  her,  and  still  declare  she  was  English,  for  this 
last  business  the  Portuguese  gov’t  have  demanded  redress, 
so  that  the  Chinese  are  getting  into  a  bad  predicament. 
Capt  Elliott®®  is  at  Hong  Kong  trying  to  make  some 
arrangement  with  the  Imperial  Commissioner  but  it  is 
uncertain  how  it  will  end.  it  is  the  general  topic  of  Con¬ 
versation  here,  the  Americans  are  making  all  the  money, 
teas  I  underst’d  are  quite  low  here,  and  it  is  thought  that 
all  that  can  be  brought  away  from  China,  will  bring  first 
sale  prices  in  America,  and  Europe,  a  blockade  of  the 
port  was  declared  by  Elliott  3  or  4  days  ago,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  was  dropped,  from  what  I  can  learn,  he 
is  pestered  to  death  by  british  subjects  calling  upon  him, 
and  is  ver>"  much  abused,  and  is  in  a  complete  quandary, 
but  the  particulars  you  will  learn  by  the  Fulton,  which  I 
believe  left  here  yesterday.  I  dined  with  Mr.  Pearce  and 
Mr.  Shillaber,  and  in  the  evening  went  with  them  to  tea 
at  Mrs.  Brown’s,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  ^Missionary’s  who 
has  been  here  only  7  months,  met  Dr.  Diver,  Mr.  Abiel, 
Mr.  Bridgman,  the  famous  Mr.  Gutzlaff,®^  a  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Squires,  and  one  or  two  other  gentleman,  spent  quite  a 
pleasant  evening.  It  did  me  good  to  see  some  white  ladys 
I  assure  you.  !Mrs.  Brown  is  a  very  good  looking  woman 
indeed,  and  quite  young,  I  hauled  along  side  of  her  as 
quick  as  possible,  and  had  quite  a  confab,  she  looked 
quite  good  enough  to  eat,  I  did  not  talk  as  long  with  her, 
as  I  should  like  to  have  done,  as  I  wanted  to  give  others 
a  chance,  and  then  I  did  not  want  her  hubby  to  get  jealous 
— hem.  the  other  lady  did  not  talk  much.  I  remained 
here  till  about  10,  and  returned  to  Mr.  P’s  and  turned  in, 

50  Afterwards  Sir  Charles  Elliot,  then  British  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Trade. 

51  Rev.  Charles  Gutzlaff,  a  famous  German  missionary. 
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in  real  India  Style,  bed  all  covered  with  Moscheto  nettin;?. 

I  did  not  "et  asleep  for  some  time,  as  my  le^rs  were  so 
tired  from  walking  so  much  for  the  first  time  on  shore, 
that  they  fairly  ached,  ^ilr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Delano®^ 
arrived  from  Honfr  Konjr  this  mor’jj,  and  I  am  {?oino;  up 
with  him  tonight,  Abbott  is  impatient  to  see  me.  Mr. 
Shillaber  is  going  to  Paris,  overland,®®  in  about  8  or  10 
days,  so  he  says,  the  Lyon  of  Providence  has  arrived 
in  120  ds  from  Providence.  I  shall  write  you  more  par¬ 
ticularly  after  my  arrival  in  Canton,  and  have  more  lei¬ 
sure.  I  shall  try  and  get  this  on  board  the  Cvnthia  or 
Oneida,  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  they  stop  here — I  have 
given  you  the  news  just  as  it  popped  into  my  brain,  but 
refer  you  more  particularly  to  the  papers.  Mr.  Pearce 
tells  me  his  about  making  you  a  shipment  of  teas  through 
Abbott,  which  I  am  glad  to  hear.  I  suppose  you  will  have 
received  letters  from  me  at  Anger,  before  this  arrives. 
Mr.  Abiel®^  enquired  for  Aunt  Low®®  and  H.  and  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  former  was  married.  I  feel  very 
anxious  to  know  what  I  am  going  to  do  in  Canton,  but 
am  quite  a  philosopher  now,  and  take  things  as  they  come. 
I  have  received  every  attention  from  the  Miss,  and  Mesrs. 
Pearce,  Hunter  and  Delano  while  here — What’s  in  a 
name — give  my  best  love  to  all  my  friends  and  say  I  shall 
write  them  when  more  at  leisure,  in  haste  Yours  truly 
Affectionate  Son  /s/  Wm  Henry  Low 

P.t.o.  Lots  of  love  to  Grandmother,  ^Mother,  Sister  and 
brothers,  and  all  hands,  and  to  all  the  Brooklyn 
“lasses” 

(On  back  Wm.  H.  Low,  Macao  Sept  1830 
To  father,  mother  &  C 

Addressed  to  Mr.  Seth  I>ow,  care  of  Mess.  Seth  Low  &  Co 
No.  8  Fletcher  St.,  New  York,  U.  S.  A.) 

52  Mr.  William  C.  Hunter,  head  of  Russell  &  Co.  and  War¬ 
ren  Delano,  a  junior  partner. 

53  The  so  called  overland  route  meant  going  up  the  Red 
Sea  and  crossing  the  isthmus  of  Suez,  see  R.  B.  Forbes:  Per¬ 
sonal  Reminiscences,  Boston,  1878,  p.  199  for  amusing  account. 

54  Mr.  Abeel,  the  missionary  at  Macao. 

55  Hannah  Low  married  Washington  Eaton. 


HAPPIFT  low  OF  ‘^Al  FM 
1  -1ft// 

From  3  portrait  madr*  by  Georpp  Thlonpry  in  Macao  m  183'^ 

From  the  original  owned  by  Mr«.  William  Emerson  of  Cambridge,  Ma«?«arhijeptt'i 
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Canton,  October  1,  1839. 

]Mr.  Setb  Low 
Dear  Father 

Here  I  am  in  the  Celestial  City  at  last,  I  arrived  about 
2  o.  Clock  this  morninp:,  and  turned  in,  bein"  somewhat 
fatigued  and  not  wishing  to  disturb  Abbott^®  at  that  hour 
of  the  morninj; — at  7  o.Clock  rose  and  went  in  to  A’s 
room  which  was  close  to  where  I  had  been  sleeping, 
found  him  well  and  very  glad  to  see  me,  he  is  not  so  stout 
as  I  expected  to  see  him,  quite  full  in  the  face  however, 
and  I  think  looks  like  Edward,  he  says  he  has  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  letters  for  some  time,  but  I  will  say  no  more 
about  such  matters  as  he  has  no  doubt  written  you  per 
Cynthia  himself — I  cannot  write  anything  more  now,  as 
I  have  seen  Abbott  but  a  few  moments,  and  do  not  know 
what  I  am  going  to  do  as  yet.  the  Cynthia  sailed  this 
morning,  there  is  a  prospect  of  matters  being  settled 
here.  I  am  not  acquainted  enough  with  the  particulars  to 
write  them  to  you  now.  Mr.  Forbes®’^  is  at  Hong  Kong, 
and  Mr.  Hunter  at  Macao.  I  shall  write  Haskell  by  next 

Yours  truly  in  haste 

On  back  /s/  Wm  Henry  Low 

(Wm.  H.  Low,  Oct.  1,  1839,  Canton  Notice  of  arrival 

at  Canton  the  last  night  of  September,  Interview  with 

Abbott) 

(Addressed)  Mr.  Seth  Low  No.  8  Fletcher  St.  New 
York  U.S.A.  per  Oneida. 

Mr.  Josiah  O.  Low  Canton  October  5,  1839 

Dear  Brother 

I  received  your  favour  of  9th  June  per  Trenton,  last 
evening,  being  the  first  I  have  rec’d  since  I  left  that  good 
little  City — and  I  must  say  that  I  never  have  received  a 
letter  which  I  perused  with  so  much  pleasure,  when  I 
came  to  the  portion  relating  to  No  9,  I  laughed  right  out 

56  Abiel  Abbot  Low,  b.  Feb.  7,  1811,  his  older  brother  who 
used  only  one  t  in  Abbot. 

57  Robert  B.  Forbes.  At  this  time  British  ships  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  Canton  so  transferred  their  cargo  to  American 
bottoms  at  Hong  Kong. 
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and  snapped  my  fingers  for  joy — although  I  do  not  talk 
about  Fires  and  Fire  Enjines  any  more,  yet  I  often  think 
of  them,  and  still  love  to  hear  of  them,  especially  of  the 
pride  of  Brooklyn,  and  truly  she  is  so — I  can  well  im- 
magine  the  glee  that  No  9s  men  were  in,  after  they  had 
taken  up.  I  assure  you  it  did  my  heart  good  to  hear 
such  good  news  of  her,  and  I  hope  she  still  keep  on  doing 
as  well,  when  ever  you  write  me,  you  must  give  me  the 
whole  particulars  of  the  lines,  I  mean  every  large  fire 
that  you  attend,  as  I  do  not  expect  Mother  will  let  you 
out  for  trifles.  I  was  as  much  sorr>’  that  I  did  not  see 
Miss  C.  P.  as  she  at  not  seeing  me,  not  that  I  am  in  love 
with  her,  but  I  like  her  as  a  friend.  She  is  a  very  pleasant 
young  lady,  and  you  can  give  my  love  to  her,  and  get  a 
Kiss  on  my  account  if  you  can.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
that  H.®*  had  arrived  with  !Mr.  H.  and  family — and  that 
she  had  such  an  extraordinary  passage,  you  must  all  be 
very  happy  in  having  them  among  you.  I  wonder 
where  H.  got  the  name  of  Katherine  for  her  daughter,  I 
suppose  it  is  from  some  of  Mr  Hillards  relations,  it  is  a 
very  pretty  name  however,  and  is  new  for  our  family.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  that  Charles®®  has  obtained  a  situation  in 
G.  F.  &  Co.  I  know  the  house  and  believe  it  to  be  A.A  1. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  Ned  has  no  employment  yet,  but  he 
must  keep  up  his  spirits,  all  will  no  doubt  be  right  after 
awhile.  Annie’s  engagement  I  had  not  heard  of  till  A. 
shew  me  a  letter  which  he  received  from  H.  mentioning 
the  fact,  and  saying  it  would  probably  end  there,  which 
from  your  letter,  I  infer  is  true.  And  Capt.  Knapp  is  to 
be  married.  Oh,  ye  gods,  and  little  fishes, — what  wonder¬ 
ful  events  have  happened  during  the  short  time  I  have 
been  absent.  I  have  no  letters  as  yet  from  Martine  or 
Townsend,  and  I  suppose  they  have  let  the  opportunity 
slip, — ^wo,  be  to  them,  if  they  have — ,  there  may  be  more 
letters  yet  to  come  up — there  have  several  Am  vessells 
arrived  at  Hong  Kong  where  they  stop  to  get  freight  from 
the  Eng  Ships  to  bring  to  Whampoa — viz.  Valparaiso. 
100  dy  fr  N  Y, — Luconia  fr  Liverpool.,  and  Trenton, — 
these  are  the  latest  arrivals,  all  of  them  had  20  or  25  days 
shorter  passage  than  the  Albion. — the  A.  will  be  up  prob- 

58  Harriet  Low,  b.  May  15,  1809,  his  older  sister  married 
Mr.  John  Hillard. 

59  Charles  Porter  Low,  b.  1824,  his  younger  brother. 
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ably  next  week  some  time.  I  shall  then  down  to  Wham¬ 
poa  to  f?et  my  things  out, — viz.  books,  papers,  and  one 
Trunk,  and  Hat  for  Abbott.  Canton  is  a  much  larger 
place  than  I  expected  to  find,  the  factory's  are  very  large 
and  commodius  buildings,  the  dining  room  and  parlours 
are  on  the  2d  floor,  and  very  large  and  nicely  furnished, 
and  filled  with  handsome  pictures,  on  the  next  floor  the 
sleeping  rooms,  a  description  of  which  you  will  find  in 
Mothers  letter,  the  Counting  rooms  are  arranged  in  fine 
Style,  the  front  one  being  for  the  partners  and  the  back 
ones  for  the  Clerk’s,  each  one  has  a  desk  for  himself,  and 
if  you  want  anything  you  have  only  to  ring  your  bell,  and 
your  boy  is  at  your  Side.  Octo.  9.  I  have  been  busy  for 
this  day  or  two  meazuring  Teas  to  go  pr  Apthorpe  for 
X.  Y.  and  Canton  packet  for  Europe — the  former  Ship 
has  about  12,000$  for  Seth  Low  &  Co  for  account  Peirce, 
W.  P.  I  have  also  written  considerable,  making  Chop 
Xotes — the  teas  &c  are  sent  down  to  the  Ship  in  Chop 
boats,  carrying  about  600  pkgs.  and  there  has  to  be  a 
Chop  Xote.  contg.  the  Marks,  Xos.  and  quantity  of  each 
lot,  and  also  a  receipt  made  in  the  same  way.  last  night 
I  wrote  till  ll.o.  Clock.  I  suppose  you  will  wish  to  know 
how  I  like  Canton,  so  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think  of  it 
now,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  from  the  little 
time  I  have  been  here, — There  are  several  things  in  favour 
of  this  place.  1st  the  systematic  manner  in  which  busi¬ 
ness  is  carried  on,  the  gentlemanly  manner  in  which 
Clerks  are  treated,  the  fine  style  in  which  they  live  in  the 
eating  way — and  another  grand  recommendation  which 
applies  very  well  to  a  chap  like  myself — viz.  there  being 
no  occasion  of  spending  money, — in  the  small  way,  par¬ 
ticularly,  such  as  2/.3/.1/.  6d,  and  so  on,  which  counts 
up  so  at  the  end  of  the  year. — I  have  often  thought  since 
I  came  that  I  might  have  been  some  2000$  ahead  if  I  had 
not  been  quite  so  free  with  my  money,  the  Principal  ob¬ 
jections  to  Canton,  are  want  of  exercise,  and  of  those  dear 
enliveners  of  mankind — women — ^but  I  think  I  can  be  con¬ 
tent  here  for  a  few  years  provided  I  have  my  health  and 
can  make  a  moderate  sum  of  money — and  also  provided 
that  the  Chinamen  will  let  us  Stay,  and  the  English  do 
not  make  too  much  a  bobbery — but  it  is  uncertain  what 
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will  be  done,  but  it  is  expected  Elliott®”  will  blockade  the 
port  before  a  lon^  time,  maiz — Xous  Verrons — I  suppose 
you  will  wonder  how  Canton  could  agree  with  a  person 
who  has  been  accustomed  to  so  much  Society  and  life  as 
I  have — and  it  is  rather  odd  I  must  confess,  but  the  fact 
is  I  have  altered  since  I  left  home,  and  have  grown  more 
sedate,  and  steady,  none  of  the  ships  have  come  up  from 
Ilong  Kong  yet,  but  are  expected  any  day,  and  will  prob¬ 
ably  come  up  all  in  a  heap.  Octo.  17.  The  Levant,  Navi¬ 
gator,  Valparaiso  and  Albion®^  are  up  from  below.  Capt. 
Lovett  has  been  up  to  Canton,  once  but  did  not  stop  long, 
and  I  have  not  time  to  go  and  see  him  as  I  have  hardly 
had  breathing  time  for  this  past  week,  as  we  have  been 
loading  3  vessells  at  a  time,  the  Apthorpe,  Canton  Packet, 
for  Europe  and  Lintin  for  Hong  Kong,  which  has  kept 
one  at  a  work  from  morning  till  midnight  without  cessa¬ 
tion.  The  Apthorpe  has  some  Teas,  and  100  cases  Cam¬ 
phor  for  Seth  Low  &  Co.  and  A.  says  he  has  sent  a  great 
many  goods  to  S  L  &  Co  for  this  last  year,  of  which  I  am 
glad.  I  rec’d  a  short  note  a  day  or  two  ago  from  Frank 
Dow  dated  the  9th  Octo.  just  after  he  got  back  to  the  city 
after  returning  from  the  Albion,  it  came  by  the  Courier 
to  Java,  and  from  there  pr  Navigator.  I  am  in  hopes  to 
get  a  chance  tomorrow  or  next  day  to  go  down  to  the  Al¬ 
bion  to  get  my  things — 


Canton  October  26,  1839 

Dear  Grandmother 

I  wrote  Mother  and  Josiah  by  the  Apthorpe,  which  left 
here  a  few  days  ago  for  New  York,  and  in  one  of  them 
I  promised  to  write  you  by  the  next  opportunity,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  you  will  receive  my  letter  before  you  hear 
of  the  promise,  as  the  Apthorpe  is  a  dull  sailer,  and  this 
will  go  by  the  Talbot,  to  sail  in  a  few  days,  a  fast  vessell. 
I  have  received  2  letters  from  Josiah,  one  May  14  and 
the  other  June  14,  the  latter  I  received  first,  the  former 
I  only  got  a  day  or  two  ago  owing  to  the  Levant’s  keeping 
their  letters  at  Hong  Kong,  and  not  sending  them  by  some 
other  vessell.  Captain  Lovett  and  Mr.  Boyd  came  up  last 

60  Admiral  Charles  Elliot,  cousin  of  the  British  commis¬ 
sioner,  who  was  expected  to  arrive  with  the  fleet. 

61  All  of  these  must  have  been  American  ships.  The  Navi~ 
.  gator  belonged  to  the  Neals  of  Salem. 
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Saturday,  and  called  to  see  me.  they  said  I  had  altered 
considerably  since  I  left  the  vessell,  but  for  the  better,  it 
did  me  "ood  to  see  them  I  assure  you.  in  the  afternoon 
we  took  a  walk  up  China  Street  and  down  ho"  lane,  two 
very  interesting  streets,  particularly  the  latter  which  is 
about  wide  enoufrh  for  2  decent  sized  men  to  walk  abreast. 

I  have  to  fro  through  it  every  day,  when  I  "o  to  the  honp^s, 
and  paekhouses  to  measure  froods,  and  when  one  of  the 
^Mandarins  chairs  come  alon^  it  is  necessar\"  to  stand  close 
up  to  the  side  to  prevent  beinfr  knocked  down.  Old  and 
Xew  China  streets  are  tolerably  decent  streets,  say  about 
15  feet  wide,  in  these  two  streets  the  best  of  the  shops 
are  ke])t,  and  are  much  visited  by  foreifrners,  just  now 
however  they  are  all  in  Confusion,  as  they  are  takinfr  the 
tops  off  from  the  stores,  in  compliance  with  an  edict  of 
the  Gumchis.  a  short  time  since  there  was  an  edict 
passed  by  the  same  personafres,  forbiddinfr  the  Chinese 
Chow  Chow  men  and  the  rabble  from  passiiifr  in  front  of 
the  factory’s,  which  is  very  frood  if  it  lasts,  and  a  small 
bamlxKi  house  has  been  built  at  each  end,  and  a  porter 
stationed  in  them,  at  each  frate  to  carry  the  edict  into 
execution.  One  Chinaman  attempted  to  disobey,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  frate  but  he  had  not  "one  far,  before  3  men  caufrht 
him,  and  beat  him  over  the  face  and  arms  with  rattans, 
and  then  knocked  him  down,  and  drafrfred  him  alonfr  on 
the  pavements  for  about  20  feet,  just  by  the  Cue,  I  thought 
it  would  come  out  bv  the  roots,  they  had  no  mercy  upon 
the  poor  fellow. — last  Tuesday  after  dinner,  Capt.  L.  Mr, 
1>.  and  myself  started  for  Whampoa.  I  will  give  vou  an 
idea  of  some  of  the  vexations  we  have  here  now.  Every 
time  a  person  leaves  Canton,  before  starting  the^"  have  to 
give  their  names,  and  go  before  the  ^landarin,  they  then 
receive  a  Chop,  and  when  they  get  half  way  to  Whampoa, 
they  have  to  stop  at  a  raft  which  runs  out  from  each  side 
of  the  river,  and  give  the  chop,  before  they  can  pass. 
Captain  L.  says  that  he  attempted  to  pass  once  with  out 
stopping  and  a  chinaman  pushed  off  and  jumped  on  board, 
took  hold  of  the  tiller  ropes  and  turned  him  round,  im¬ 
mediately — besides  being  examined  vourselves,  everv  little 
thing  that  you  want  to  take  down,  unless  you  have  a  Chop 
from  the  Shopman,  has  to  be  opened,  and  if  duteable  the 
same  has  to  be  paid  before  it  can  be  entered  the  boat. 
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I  saw  a  Captain  Weston,  of  the  Morea,  a  tremendous  lar"e 
fellow,  give  some  of  them  a  tremendous  blowing  up.  he 
is  called  by  the  Captains  at  Whampoa  the  Great  Western. 
they  attempted  to  open  some  things  that  he  had  paid  the 
■duty  on,  and  for  which  he  had  a  Chop,  he  told  them  he 
would  ring  their  noses,  and  put  them  into  the  river  in  less 
than  two  twos,  if  they  touched  anything  that  he  had  paid 
-duty  on,  and  the  chaps  drew  back  half  frightened  to  death, 
we  had  a  very  pleasant  time  going  do%vn,  passing  the 
Luconia’s  and  Talbot’s  boats,  on  the  way.  we  left  at  about 
V2  past  4,  and  reached  the  ship®^  at  past  6.  they  were 
all  glad  to  see  me  as  I  was  to  see  them.  I  never  saw  any¬ 
thing  altered  as  the  ship  was.  she  was  loaded  deep  with 
Cotton,  having  several  tiers  on  deck,®®  both  fore  and  Mizen 
top  gallant  masts  down,  the  cabin  filled  with  small  stores, 
and  my  State  room  stowed  just  as  full  of  sails  as  it  could 
stick,  and  I  of  course  had  a  job  the  next  morning  to  dig 
my  things  out.  I  turned  in  at  lO.o.Clock.  and  out  at  6 
the  next  morning,  jumped  into  a  little  boat,  and  went  on 
board  the  Lintin  bound  for  Hong  Kong,  to  carry  a  letter, 
after  breakfast  Capt.  L.  and  myself,  went  on  board  several 
vessels  to  tr\'  and  borrow  a  launch  to  carry  rip  his  specie 
to  town,  the  handsomest  Ship  laying  in  Whampoa  was 
the  Talbot,  Capt.  Story,  who  has  his  wife  with  him,  al¬ 
though  she  was  not  on  board  when  I  went,  this  ship  has 
splendid  accomodations,  and  carries  1400  tons  measure¬ 
ment.  the  next  handsomest  is  the  Kavigator,  but  she 
w’as  loaded  so  deep  with  Cotton  that  I  could  not  have  a 
fair  look  at  her.  her  painted  streak  was  even  with  the 
water,  and  the  water  almost  reached  the  Cabin  Windows, 
so  you  can  judge  what  loads  the  American  ships  bring  up. 
I  went  on  board  the  Luconia  also.  Captain  Hallett,  and 
the  first  officer,  as  soon  as  I  got  on  board  says,  how  d’ye 
do,  Mr.  Low,  I  believe  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  in  Kew  York  before — I  asked  him  his  name?  he 
said  Spavin.  I  am  sure  I  never  saw  him.  he  asked  after 
Abbott — who  tells  me  he  went  to  Manila  with  him. — At 
6  o.clock  in  the  morning  the  Albion  commenced  discharg¬ 
ing  Cotton,  and  in  a  few  moments  she  was  surrounded 
with  50  or  60  thief  boats,  who  come  with  the  Express  pnr- 

62  The  Albion  on  which  he  came  out. 

63  This  was  because  they  were  taking  goods  from  excluded 
British  ships  in. 
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pose  of  stealin,2^  Cotton,  and  it  takes  a  dozen  men  to  watch 
all  the  time,  they  will  p:et  near  the  ports,  and  with  a 
sharp  knife  cut  open  a  bale,  and  as  quick  as  a  flash  out 
goes  3  or  4  lb  of  Cotton,  and  if  you  catch  them  at  it,  they 
paddle  away  just  as  unconcernedly  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened.  while  we  were  on  board  the  Talbot,  we  saw  them 
pilfering  from  another  ship,  and  without  anybody  on 
board  seeing  them,  they  were  lightning  a  bale  of  its  con¬ 
tents  very  rapidly,  we  hailed  the  ship  and  they  drove  them 
off.  Some  vessels  And  themselves  short  4  or  5  bales  when 
they  come  to  make  up  their  accounts,  we  also  went  on 
board  the  Providence,  and  the  Osage,  the  latter  is  a  very 
handsome  shi]i — we  then  went  on  board  the  Brig  Rose 
belonging  to  R  &  Co.,  she  is  a  regular  clipper,  made  for 
sailing,  and  I  dare  say  formerly  carried  consid’e  Opium, 
we  obtained  her  launch,  and  then  returned  on  board  the 
A. — prepared  my  things  to  send  up  to  Canton,  in  the  Chop 
boat,  as  they  could  not  go  up  in  the  same  boat  with  the 
specie,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  separate  Chop  for 
money,  at  about  ll.o.Clock  we  left  the  ship  in  the  launch 
with  5  men,  a  china  Linguist  and  60,000  dollars,  and 
arrived  safe  at  Canton  about  2.  the  next  morning  my 
things  came  up,  but  I  could  not  get  them  till  afternoon 
as  the  ^Mandarins  had  to  overhaul  them  and  take  an 
account  of  the  old  shirts  and  drawers,  etz  &c — Please  tell 
^Mother,  Abbott  has  learned  me  to  hold  my  head  up 
straight  while  walking,  after  talking  to  me  a  few.  he 
ought  to  give  Sarah*^^  a  few  lessons,  but  perhaps  she  has 
improved,  as  she  has  been  to  Salem,  and  I  hope  she  may 
have  done  so.  Grandmother  I  long  to  get  a  letter  from 
you,  as  I  know  how  interesting  your  letters  generally  are. 
Josiah  has  behaved  best  since  I  have  been  out  here,  so  far, 
I  have  received  2  letters  from  him,  both  containing  con¬ 
siderable  news.  The  Lehigh  and  Zenobia  Captain  Kins¬ 
man®®  both  have  arrived,  the  former  in  100  days,  we  shall 
probably  receive  some  letters  by  them,  when  they  choose 
to  deliver  their  letters,  which  may  not  be  for  2  or  3  weeks 
— do  you  stick  to  your  little  chamber  as  much  as  ever? 

64  Sarah  Elizabeth  Low,  b.  Aug.  16,  1822,  his  younger  sister. 
Note  that  New  Yorkers  were  supposed  to  improve  by  coming  in 
contact  with  Salem  culture. 

65  Capt.  Kinsman  was  a  Salem  man  but  the  Zenobia  w’as 
not  registered  in  Salem.  He  named  his  son  after  W.  H.  Low, 
Senior. 


228 


THE  CANTON  LETTERS  OF 


and  how  does  niy  little  nephy  do,  does  he  still  cry  out — 
Uncle  can  Xo.  G,  work  Xo.  9  ?  Catherine  says  she  can — 

I  hope  he  will  write  me  a  letter  one  of  these  days.  Grand¬ 
mother  you  have  had  2  cups  of  Tea,  and  now  you  hand 
your  cup  for  another — I  know  I  have  not  had  but  one — 
well  I  may  be  mistaken,  althoufrh  I  still  think  you  have 
had  2,  but  never  mind  you  shall  have  as  much  as  you 
want. — and  I  want  to  caution  you  to  look  out  for  Wid¬ 
owers,  as  it  seems  they  are  all  frcttiiifr  married,  and  I  do 
not  see  but  you  Stand  as  jrood  chance  as  any  of  them.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  Captain  Knapp  intends 
brin<rin{;  his  wife  to  Brooklyn,  they  will  cut  qiiite  a  dash 
^oin"  up  Adams  Street  Church  Steps — I  think,  please 
remember  me  to  Uncle  James,®®  and  to  Aunt  Hannah  if 
she  is  still  liviiifr — and  kiss  Sarah  Ann  Knapp®^  as  much 
as  you  like  on  my  account,  tell  Aunt  Carter  I  shall  write 
her  as  soon  as  I  can,  but  time  is  scarce,  and  she  must  have 
a  share  in  the  letters  I  write  to  40  Concord  St.,  she  knows 
how  they  keep  up  to  work. — Abbott®*  and  myself  asTree 
very  well,  he  is  a  fine  fellow,  but  is  somewhat  particular 
about  the  manner  of  havinjr  accounts  made  out,  whether 
the  lines  ruled  under  the  figures,  are  done  with  black  or 
red — etz  Are,  but  I  have  lived  with  Uncle  Daniel,®®  and 
can  therefore  fret  alonfr  very  well,  and  all  the  advice  he 
frives  me  will  never  do  me  any  hurt.  I  suppose  you  will 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  next  summer,  if  things  do 
not  turn  up  to  prevent. — I  shall  miss  him  very  much,  but 
then  I  shall  make  myself  contented,  as  I  think  he  deserves 
to  come  home.  T  want  you  to  say  to  Uncle  Porter’^®  that 
he  shall  have  a  letter  from  me  pr  Xavifrator  to  leave  in  2 
or  3  weeks,  be  it  short  or  lonfr.  Abbott  and  mvself  join 
in  love  to  all  the  family 

Your  Affectionate  Grandson 
/s/  Wm.  Henry  Low 

(On  back  Wm.  H.  Low,  Canton  Oct  26,  1839 

66  .Tames  Willis  Low,  b.  1789,  changed  his  name  from  Jona¬ 
than,  a  ship  master. 

67  Sarah  Ann  Knapp,  b.  1815,  dau.  of  .Joseph  J.  and  Abigail, 
Salem  Vital  Rec.  I,  498. 

68  Abiel  Abbot  Low.  his  oldest  brother. 

69  Daniel  Low,  b.  1792  his  father’s  brother. 

70  Probably  Deacon  Elijah  Porter,  his  mother's  brother. 

(To  he  continued) 
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TWO  PURITAN  DIVINES 


By  Haekison  Meeeill  Davis 


The  Council  established  at  Plymouth  in  the  County  of 
Devon  for  the  Planting,  Ruling,  Ordering  and  Governing 
of  New  England  in  America  was  chartered,  in  1620,  by 
King  James  the  First,  by  Letters  Patent  directed  to  some 
forty  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  Court.  In  the  brief 
period  of  its  existence  the  Council  accomplished  little 
‘‘planting,  ruling  and  ordering,”  but  made  many  grants 
of  lands.  One  such  grant,  in  1628,  was  to  Sir  Henry 
Rosewell  and  five  others,  representing  a  companv  of  ad¬ 
venturers  interested  in  founding  a  Puritan  colony  in 
America.  In  the  following  year  the  same  people  obtained 
a  Charter  from  King  Charles  the  First,  whereby  the  same 
six  persons,  with  twenty  others  of  their  associates  were 
made  a  body  politic  and  corporate  under  the  name  of  The 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England. 

It  was  this  Charter  that  Governor  Winthrop  brought 
over  in  the  Arbella,  and  which  was  made  to  serve  as  the 
Constitution  of  the  Puritan  Commonwealth.  This  Chai^ 
ter  made  the  corporation  independent  of  the  Plymouth 
Council  and  secured  to  the  freemen  of  the  Company,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  authority  to  make  their  own 
laws  and  ordinances,  elect  their  Governor,  Deputy  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  Assistants,  or  Magistrates,  and,  most  important 
of  all,  the  power  to  admit  additional  freemen,  and  to 
prescribe  the  qualifications  for  such  admission.  It  was 
soon  enacted,  in  General  Court,  that  none  but  members 
of  the  recognized  Congregational  Churches  would  be  ad¬ 
mitted  as  freemen. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  a  leading  member  of  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  Council,  in  his  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Charter  had  been  obtained,  after  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  prior  grant  to  Sir  Henry  Rosewell  and 
others  by  the  Council,  charges  as  follows : 

But  herewith  not  yet  content,  they  laboured  and  obtained, 
unknown  to  us  a  confirmation  of  all  this  from  his  Majesty 
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and  unwitting  thereof,  by  which  means  they  did  not  only 
enlarge  their  first  extents  to  the  West  limits  spoken  of,  but 
wholly  excluded  themselves  from  the  public  government  of 
the  Council  authorized  for  those  affairs,  and  made  themselves 
a  free  people. 

A  Princeton  professor,  Thomas  Jefferson  Wertenbaker,  . 
a  Virginian,  and  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  has  recently  published  a  book  entitled,  “The  Puri¬ 
tan  Oligarchy,’’  being  a  history  of  the  Puritan  State  in 
Massachusetts,  regarded  as  an  experiment  in  a  unique  and 
interesting  civilization.  He  says: 

In  England  the  Puritan  experiment  was  never  made, 
because  the  Puritans  at  no  time  had  the  necessary 
power,  not  even  under  Cromwell.  In  the  Bay  Colony  the 
Puritan  leaders  had  a  free  hand  in  building  their  Zion 
exactly  after  the  blue  print  which  they  were  confident  God 
had  made  for  them.  For  a  full  half  century  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  shape  their  government  as  they  chose;  they  could 
legislate  against  heresy  and  Sabbath-breaking;  they  could 
force  attendance  at  worship;  they  could  control  the  press; 
they  could  make  education  serve  the  ends  of  religion. 

The  Founders  confidently  expected  their  Bible  State 
to  last  forever;  but  before  the  end  of  the  17th  century, 
the  experiment  had  failed.  The  loss  of  the  Charter, 
vacated  in  1684,  made  Massachusetts  thenceforth  a  royal 
colony.  The  failure  of  the  mission  of  Increase  ^Mather, 
after  the  strange  interlude  of  the  Andros  regime,  to  ob¬ 
tain  either  the  restoration  of  the  old  charter,  or  the  re¬ 
newal,  in  the  new  Province  Charter  of  William  and  Mary, 
of  the  power  to  restrict  the  franchise  to  members  of  the 
legally  recognized  Congregational  Churches,  finally  struck 
the  fasces  from  the  hands  of  the  ministers. 

One  of  the  most  eminent  and  influential  of  those  pious 
fascists  was  the  Keverend  !Mr.  Samuel  Torrey.  minister 
of  the  First  Church  in  Weymouth,  from  1656  to  his 
death  in  1707. 

Samuel  Torrey  was  born  in  1632,  at  Combe  St.  Jlicho- 
las,  in  Somersetshire,  a  County  in  the  West  of  England. 
His  grandfather  was  Philip  Torrey,  a  husbandman,  of 
good  yeoman  stock,  and  a  man  of  substance,  who  was  able 
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to  give  his  son,  William,  father  of  Samuel,  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  William  Torrey  married  Jane  Haviland,  of  an 
old  and  wealthy  family.  Her  grandfather,  Matthew  Havi¬ 
land,  had  been  in  his  day  one  of  the  great  merchants  of 
the  City  of  Bristol,  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Protestant 
cause  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  Master  of  the  Society  of 
Merchants,  Mayor  of  Bristol,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Hawkesbury,  and  of  other  estates  in  Gloucester  and 
Somerset.  His  grandson,  the  Eeverend  Matthew  Havi¬ 
land,  brother  of  Jane  Haviland  Torrey,  became  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church,  London,  from  which  he  was  ejected  for 
non-conformity.  Jane  died  in  1639,  leaving  two  young 
children,  Samuel  and  a  younger  boy,  William. 

Samuel  was  destined  to  grow  up  to  be  a  pillar  of 
Church  and  State  in  the  new  Puritan  colony  then  taking 
root  on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  which  his 
father  led  a  Torrey  flock  in  1640,  including  his  third  wife, 
his  two  small  sons,  and  his  three  brothers.  He  settled 
in  Weymouth,  some  fifteen  miles  from  Boston,  where  he 
lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  long  and  active  life.  Ad¬ 
mitted  a  freeman  in  1642,  he  was  continuously  in  public 
service;  selectman  of  Weymouth,  serving  on  important 
committees.  Captain  of  the  Train-band,  deputy  in  the 
General  Court,  where  being  a  skillful  penman,  he  was 
usually  chosen  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  trial  of  small  causes,  with  power  to  marry. 
He  received  many  grants  of  land,  including  Slate  Island 
in  1650  and  a  grant  of  500  acres  in  1683,  as  the  reward 
for  patriotic  and  loyal  service.  Before  his  death  in  1690, 
he  had  become  one  of  the  largest  land-owners  in  Wey¬ 
mouth,  and  if  there  was  any  citizen  of  the  town  who 
equalled  him  in  public  estimation,  it  was  his  own  son,  the 
minister  of  the  First  Church. 

How  the  boy  Samuel  got  his  preparation  for  the  Col¬ 
lege  does  not  appear.  Perhaps  he  studied  with  the  Rever¬ 
end  Mr.  Thacher  of  the  Weymouth  Church,  whose  col¬ 
league  or  assistant  he  became  after  leaving  Harvard,  and 
whom  he  succeeded  as  sole  pastor  in  1664.  Thacher 
moved  to  Boston  to  become  the  first  minister  of  the  Old 
South.  Samuel  did  not  take  his  bachelor’s  degree  at 
Harvard,  not  because  of  poor  marks,  but  because  he  and 
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some  others,  in  protest  ajtainst  the  leno;thenin«:  of  the 
course  of  study  from  three  years  to  four,  left  at  the  end 
of  their  third  year  of  residence,  and  so  forfeited  their 
B.  A.  degrees. 

But  this  early  rebellion  did  not  prevent  Samuel  Torrey 
from  being  honored  at  Harvard  in  later  life.  He  was  a 
Fellow  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  twice  been 
olfered  the  Presidency,  but  declined.  In  1684,  after  the 
death  of  President  Rogers,  the  office  went  begging  for  a 
time ;  the  minister  of  one  of  the  larger  churches  occupied 
a  position  in  the  community  more  influential  and  more 
lucrative  than  that  of  the  president  of  Harvard  at  that 
time.  And  some  disliked  the  condition  requiring  the 
president  to  reside  in  Cambridge. 

At  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  town 
of  Weymouth  the  late  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  con¬ 
tributed  the  principal  historical  address,  which  contains 
the  following  mention  of  Samuel  Torrey : 

To  Mr.  Thacher’s  pastorate  of  twenty  years  succeeded  the 
fifty-one  years  of  the  learned  and  exemplarA^  Samuel  Torrey, 
the  trusted  adviser  of  the  magistrates  of  his  day,  the  inti¬ 
mate  friend  of  all  its  leading  divines,  thrice  invited  to  preach 
the  election  sermon,  twice  called  to  the  presidency  of  Harvard 
College, 

During  the  many  years  of  his  ministry'  at  Weymouth, 
the  struggle  of  the  Bay  Colonv  to  defend  its  chartered 
rights  and  privileges  from  the  attacks  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  the  Lords  of  Trade,  the  heirs  of  Gorges,  and 
the  Church  of  England  became  the  principal  concern  of 
the  magistrates  and  elders.  The  King’s  Commissioners, 
in  1664-5,  on  departing  from  Boston  at  the  close  of  their 
unsuccessful  mission,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor 
and  the  General  Court,  which  went  to  the  root  of  the 
matter.  They  said : 

The  King  did  not  grant  away  his  sovereignty  over  you  when 
he  made  you  a  corporation.  —  ’Tis  possible  that  the  charter 
which  you  so  much  idolize  may  be  forfeited  until  you  have 
cleared  yourselves  of  those  many  injustices,  oppressions, 
violences  and  blood  for  which  you  are  complained  against. 
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The  Commissioners  reported  to  the  Kin»  that  the  magis¬ 
trates  and  elders  were  still  obdurate  and  continued  to  re¬ 
gard  their  commonwealth  as  autonomous. 

The  Charter  was  at  last  declared  forfeited,  by  judg- 
ment  of  the  Court,  in  1684.  To  Increase  Mather,  Samuel 
Torrey  and  most  of  the  other  ministers,  the  loss  of  the 
Charter  and,  with  it,  their  control  of  the  electorate,  meant 
the  failure  of  their  entire  plan  for  a  model  Puritan  State. 

When  Sir  William  Phipps,  as  the  first  royal  governor 
under  the  Province  Charter  of  William  and  Mary,  came 
to  Boston  to  begin  his  administration,  he  was  at  once  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  problem  of  the  “witchcraft  delusion.” 
He  was  unable  to  withstand  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  by  the  ministers,  to  appoint  a  special  court  to 
try  the  accused.  During  the  winter  following  the  first 
trials  and  executions  at  Salem,  a  bitter  controversy  arose 
as  to  whether  the  trials  should  be  continued.  The  majority 
of  the  ministers,  including  Samuel  Torrey,  insisted  upon 
the  continuation  of  the  trials,  but  Torrey  advised  the 
judges  to  correct  what  had  been  amiss  in  the  first  trials, 
particularly  the  admission  of  “spectral”  evidence  against 
the  accused.  The  second  series  of  trials,  held  in  1693,  re¬ 
sulted  in  three  convictions,  but  the  condemned  were  re¬ 
prieved  by  the  Governor  and  none  were  executed. 

After  the  excitement  attending  the  witchcraft  trials, 
and  the  inauguration  of  the  new  government  under  the 
Province  Charter,  Samuel  Torrey  continued  his  ministry 
at  Weymouth.  He  resided  in  a  house  which  he  had  built 
for  himself  which  was  long  known  in  the  town  as  the 
Mansion.  This  house  afterwards  became  the  parsonage 
of  the  Reverend  William  Smith,  and  the  birthplace  of 
Abigail  who  married  John  Adams.  It  was  torn  down  in 
1835,  and  a  new  house  was  built  upon  the  same  site,  now 
occupied  as  the  parsonage  of  the  old  First  Church. 

Samuel  Torrey  was  a  widower,  and  childless,  when  in 
1697  he  received  as  a  member  of  his  household  a  lad  of 
ten  years,  Thomas  Prince  by  name,  whose  parents  lived 
in  Sandwich,  to  be  instructed  in  morals,  religion  and  the 
Greek  and  Latin  required  for  admission  to  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege.  Profiting  by  his  instruction  young  Prince  entered 
the  College  in  due  course  and  commenced  Bachelor  of 
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Arts  in  1707,  the  same  year  in  which  his  old  preceptor 
died. 

When  Prince’s  father  died  in  1728,  at  the  home  of  his 
son-in-law  in  Middleborough,  an  obituary  notice  appeared 
in  the  New  England  Weekly  Journal,  contributed  by  the 
son  and  containing  some  account  of  the  Prince  family 
history,  which  reads,  in  part,  as  follows: 

Middleborough,  East  Precinct,  Last  Wednesday  morning 
deceased  here  Samuel  Prince,  Esq.,  one  of  His  Majesty’s 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Plymouth,  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Mr. 
John  Prince,  ruling  elder  of  the  Church  of  Hull  in  New 
England,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John 
Prince,  Rector  of  East  Shefford,  in  Berkshire,  England,  in 
the  reigns  of  King  James  the  First  and  King  Charles  the 
First.  Though  he  was  one  of  the  Conforming  Puritans  of 
those  days,  who  greatly  longed  for  a  further  Reformation, 
every  one  of  his  children,  four  sons  and  seven  daughters, 
proved  conscientious  Non-Conformists  even  while  their  par¬ 
ents  lived,  but  without  any  breach  of  amity  and  affection. 
And  thus  they  continued  until  the  furious  and  cruel  Arch¬ 
bishop  Laud  dispersed  them  and  drove  the  eldest  son  with 
so  many  others  into  this  country  in  the  early  times  of  the 
Massachusetts  colony,  where,  tho  a  young  gentleman  of  a 
liberal  education,  having  studied  at  the  University  of  Oxford 
two  or  three  years,  yet  thinking  he  had  not  made  sufficient 
progress  in  learning  for  the  ministry,  he  applied  himself  to 
husbandry,  .  .  .  took  a  wife,  and  had  by  her  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters.  The  sons  went  to  sea,  except  the  fourth 
son,  Samuel,  who  first  went  coasting  then  became  a  trader. 
Samuel  moved  to  Sandwich  and  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Mercy,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Hinckly,  Esq.,  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Plymouth.  He  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters 
by  her,  of  whom  Thomas,  born  May  15,  1687,  was  the  eldest. 

When  Mr.  Prince  published  the  first  volume  of  his 
History  an  interesting  ceremony  took  place,  as  recorded 
in  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jan’y.  12, 
1736:' 

The  House  being  informed  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Prince 
was  at  the  door  and  desired  admittance, — Ordered,  that  Mr. 
Prince  be  admitted  into  the  House;  and,  coming  up  to  the 
table,  he  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House 
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in  the  folowing  manner,  viz :  “Mr.  Speaker,  I  most  humbly 
present  to  your  Honour  and  this  Honourable  House  the  first 
volume  of  my  Chronological  History  of  New  England,  which 
at  no  small  expense  and  pains  I  have  composed  and  published 
for  the  instruction  and  good  of  my  Country.”  And  then  he 
made  a  compliment  of  one  of  the  books  to  Mr.  Speaker,  by 
presenting  it  to  him,  and  another  he  presented  to  and  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  and 
laid  it  on  the  table,  and  then  withdrew. 

There  appears  no  record  of  any  vote  of  thanks. 

In  the  Preface  to  his  History,  Mr.  Prince  refers  to  his 
early  studies  as  follows:  “Next  to  sacred  history  and  that 
of  the  Reformation,  I  was  from  my  early  youth  instructed 
in  the  history  of  this  country.” 

He  mentions  the  writings  of  Hubbard,  the  Mathers, 
Mayhew,  and  the  Letter  of  Governor  Dudley  to  the 
Countess  of  Lincoln.  He  wrote: 

Yet  still,  I  longed  to  see  all  these  things  disposed 
in  the  order  of  time  wherein  they  happened,  together  with 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  several  Towns,  Churches,  Coun¬ 
ties,  Colonies  and  Provinces  throughout  this  country.  Upon 
my  entering  into  the  College  (1703)  I  chanced  in  my  leisure 
hours  to  read  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  account  of  the  Cottonian 
library,  which  excited  in  me  a  zeal  of  laying  hold  of  every 
book,  pamphlet  and  paper,  both  in  print  and  manuscript, 
which  are  either  written  by  persons  who  lived  here,  or  that 
have  any  tendency  to  enlighten  our  history. 

He  discovered  many  such  books  and  pamphlets  during 
his  travels  in  England.  He  says : 

But  returning  home  in  1717,  Providence  was  pleased 
soon  to  settle  me  in  such  a  public  place  and  circumstance 
that  I  could  expect  no  leisure.  I  could  propose  no  other 
than  to  go  on  with  my  collections,  above  a  thousand  books, 
manuscripts,  etc.  so  many  that  I  have  never  yet  had  leisure 
enough  to  read  them. 

His  “Chronological  History  of  New  England  in  the 
Form  of  Annals”  was  never  completed.  After  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  first  volume  in  1736,  two  parts,  or  numbers, 
of  the  second  volume  came  out,  bringing  the  story  down 
to  the  close  of  the  year  1633. 

His  publications  included  many  funeral  sermons,  and 
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some  historical  pieces,  such  as,  “An  account  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Ministers  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,”  appended  to  Ex¬ 
perience  Mayhew’s  “Indian  Conflicts,”  an  edition  of 
Mason’s  “History  of  the  Pequot  War,  with  Introduction 
and  Notes,”  a  Thanksgiving  Sermon  on  the  Capture  of 
Louisburg,  “The  New  England  Psalm  Book  Revised  and 
Enlarged.” 

After  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1758,  his  library 
and  collections  remained  stored  for  many  years  in  the 
“Steeple  Chamber”  of  the  Old  South,  the  same  room 
which  had  been  his  study.  They  suffered  somewhat  from 
pillage  and  vandalism  during  the  occupation  of  the  church 
by  the  British  soldiery;  what  remained  are  now  deposited 
in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

In  the  summer  of  1734,  Prince  was  a  member  of  a 
small  company  invited  by  Governor  Belcher  for  a  cruise 
along  the  Maine  coast.  Their  departure  was  announced 
in  the  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter  of  July  18,  1734.  It 
reads : 

On  Monday  last,  about  six  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  sailed  from  Boston  for  the 
Eastward  in  his  Majesty’  ship  Scarborough,  Capt.  Durrell, 
in  company  with  Gov.  Belcher,  Hon.  Josiah  Willard,  Esq., 
and  Edward  Winslow,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk 
and  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot  in  this  town.  They  go 
to  take  a  further  view  of  the  spacious  country  and,  as  we 
hear,  to  have  an  interview  with  some  of  the  Indian  Tribes, 
to  continue  and  strengthen  their  friendship  with  us. 

An  account  of  the  cruise  was  published  in  the  Weekly 
Journal,  probably  written  by  Mr.  Prince.  Sailing  from 
Boston  on  Monday  afternoon  with  a  fair  wind  they 
arrived  on  Wednesday  p.  m.  in  Passamequoddy  Harbor  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy.  Discovered  no  Indians  there.  Fog 
prevented  search  for  the  St.  Croix  River.  Returning, 
they  visited  Machias  Bay,  passed  Mt.  Desert,  having  by 
mistake  got  too  far  to  leeward,  landed  at  Pemaquid,  ex¬ 
plored  the  Western  Bay,  called  John’s  River,  in  the  ship’s 
pinnace.  With  a  guard  of  seven  or  eight  musketeers, 
some  of  the  party  footed  it  through  the  woods  from  the 
head  of  John’s  River  to  the  head  of  Damariscotty  Bay 
and  on  to  the  Sheepscot  settlements  about  15  miles. 
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Sailed  for  home  from  Pemaquid,  where  they  spent  the 
Sabbath,  on  Monday  morning,  July  29th,  sailing  all  day 
in  sight  of  the  White  Hills,  and  in  the  afternoon,  of 
Agamentacus,  arrived  in  Boston  Harbor  Wednesday,  July 
31,  in  the  afternoon.  They  had  met  no  Indians  anywhere. 
Prince  was  much  impressed  by  what  he  had  seen.  He 
writes : 

All  that  coast  appears  to  be  full  of  commodious  Kivers,  Bays, 
Harbours,  Coves  and  delightful  Islands;  the  most  agreeable 
part  of  the  Massachusetts  Province,  both  for  situation,  fish¬ 
ery,  lumber-trade  and  culture,  and  highly  worthy  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  care. 

It  is  amusing  to  compare  Prince’s  impressions  of  Maine 
and  its  advantages,  as  he  recorded  them  in  1734,  with  the 
verdict  of  Arnold  Toynbee,  the  philosopher-historian,  two 
hundred  years  later.  He  writes : 

Maine,  though  actually  a  part  of  Massachusetts  until  her 
establishment  as  a  separate  state  in  1820,  has  always  been 
unimportant,  and  survives  to-day  as  a  kind  of  museum  piece 
— a  relic  of  seventeenth  century  New  England,  inhabited 
by  woodmen  and  watermen  and  hunters.  These  children 
of  a  hard  country  now  eke  out  their  scanty  liveli¬ 
hood  by  serving  as  guides  for  pleasure-seekers,  who  come 
from  the  North  American  cities  to  spend  their  holidays  in 
this  Arcadian  State,  just  because  Maine  is  still  what  she 
was  when  many  of  these  cities  had  not  yet  begun  to  arise 
out  of  the  wilderness.  Maine  to-day  is  at  once  one  of  the 
longest-settled  regions  of  the  American  Union,  and  one  of 
the  least  urbanized  and  sophisticated. 

‘‘How  is  this  contrast  between  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
to  be  explained?”,  inquires  Toynbee,  in  developing  his 
thesis  that  a  tough  environment  is  a  stimulus  to  civiliza¬ 
tion,  if  not  too  tough.  He  writes : 

It  would  appear  that  the  hardness  of  the  New  England  en¬ 
vironment,  which  stands  at  its  optimum  in  Massachusetts, 
is  accentuated  in  Maine  to  a  degree  at  which  it  brings  in 
diminishing  returns  of  human  response. 

When  George  Whitefield  came  to  Boston  in  1740,  many 
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ministers  welcomed  him  to  their  pulpits,  but  others  were 
offended  by  his  sensationalism. 

In  1744,  Mr.  Prince  published  an  account  of  the  re¬ 
vival  of  religion  in  Boston,  in  the  years  1741,  2  and  3, 
which  was  reprinted  in  1823.  He  begins  by  recalling  that 
he  returned  to  his  native  land  in  1717,  after  above  eight 
years  spent  abroad,  and  found  in  Boston  five  Congrega¬ 
tional  churches,  viz:  the  Xorth  Church,  where  Increase 
and  Cotton  Mather  were  the  ministers,  the  Old  Church, 
Wadsworth  and  Foxcroft,  the  Brattle  Street  Church, 
Colman  and  Cooper,  the  South  Church,  Sewall,  and  the 
Xew  K^orth,  Webb.  He  affirms: 

All  most  happily  agreeing  in  the  doctrines  of  Grace  as  per 
the  Westminister  Catechism  and  Conference  of  Faith,  as  well 
as  the  Confession  of  Faith  agreed  to  by  our  New  England 
S3Tiod,  almost  the  same,  but  a  great  decay  of  godliness  com¬ 
plained  of  in  the  lives  and  conversations  of  the  people.  Soon 
after  my  arrival,  I  was  called  to  preach  at  the  South  Church, 
and  in  1718,  ordained  their  co-pastor  with  my  dear  class¬ 
mate,  the  Kev.  Sewall,  who  had  been  ordained  to  that  office 
about  five  years  before. 

He  relates  how  in  1721  the  eight  ministers  who  car¬ 
ried  on  the  Public  Lecture  agreed  to  preach  a  course  of 
lectures  to  the  .young  people ;  how  the  people  failed  to  be 
awakened  to  their  sins  by  the  small-pox  in  1721-22,  or  bv 
the  earthquake  in  1727,  when  a  Glorious  God  arose  and 
shook  the  earth,  the  people  gathered  in  crowded  concourse 
at  the  Old  Church  and  at  the  South,  and  Lieut.  Gov. 
Dummer  appointed  a  day  of  fasting  and  pra.yer ;  small-pox 
again  in  1729,  and  the  throat-distemper  which  destroyed 
Multitudes  of  Youth  failed  to  cause  a  revival  of  religion. 
Prince  says: 

From  the  year  1738  came  accounts  of  Rev.  Mr.  Whitefield, 
a  very  pious  young  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  ris¬ 
ing  up  in  the  spirit  of  the  Reformers  and  preaching  their 
doctrines,  first  in  England  and  then  in  America,  with  sur¬ 
prising  power  and  success;  which  raised  desires  in  great 
numbers  among  us  to  see  and  hear  him. 
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Eeceiving  invitations,  Whitefield  came  from  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina,  arriving  at  Rhode  Island  on  the 
Lord’s  Day,  September  14,  1740,  and  the  Thursday  even¬ 
ing  after  came  to  Boston.  The  ministers  of  the  South 
Church,  Dr.  Sewall  and  Prince,  made  him  a  visit  next 
day.  Colman  and  Cooper  of  Brattle  Street  invited  him 
to  preach  in  the  afternoon.  He  was  heard  by  a  crowded 
house  of  2000  or  3000.  Saturday  morning,  at  Sewall 
and  Prince’s  desire,  he  preached  at  the  South  Church. 
Multitudes  heard  him  on  the  Common  and  were  greatly 
affected.  He  preached  in  the  neighboring  towns  and  as 
far  east  as  York,  70  miles  N.  E.  from  Boston.  Wrote 
Prince : 

And  as  far  as  I  could  see  or  learn  he  parted  in  the  general 
esteem  and  love  of  both  ministers  and  people ;  and  this  seemed 
to  continue  until  the  Journal  of  his  Travels  in  New  England 
came  abroad  wherein  some  passages  offended  many  and  occa¬ 
sioned  their  reflections  upon  him. 

Then  in  December  came  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tennant, 
who  preached  at  the  New  North;  his  preaching  terrible 
and  searching.  Mr.  Prince  approved  such  preaching,  but 
saw  that  people  may  be  terrified,  but  yet  have  no  lasting 
conviction.  He  writes: 

In  Old  England  and  here  where  I  have  been  a  constant 
preacher  and  observer  of  the  religious  state  of  those- 
who  heard  me  for  above  thirty  years  many  have  passed  under 
scores  of  the  most  dreadful  tempests  of  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning:  wherein  as  the  Psalmist  represents,  “the  voice  of  the 
Lord  was  upon  the  waters,  the  God  of  Glory  thundered.”' 
Yea,  even  since  the  revival,  viz:  on  Friday  night,  July  30, 
1742,  at  the  Lecture  in  the  South  Church,  near  nine  o’clock, 
being  very  dark,  there  came  on  a  very  terrible  storm  of 
thunder  and  lightning;  and  just  as  the  blessing  was  given, 
and  amazing  clap  broke  over  the  Church,  with  piercing 
repetitions,  which  sent  many  a-shrieking  and  the  whole 
assembly  in  great  consternation.  God  then  appeared  terrible 
out  of  His  High  Places;  they  heard  attentatively  the  noise 
of  his  voice  for  near  two  hours :  And  yet  in  all  these  displays- 
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of  the  majesty  of  God,  and  terrifying  apprehensions  of 
danger  of  sudden  destruction  neither  in  this  surprising  night, 
nor  in  all  the  course  of  thirty  years  have  I  scarse  known  any 
hy  these  kinds  of  terrors  brought  under  genuine  convictions. 
And  what  minister  has  a  voice  like  God  and  who  can  thunder 
like  Him? 

In  1744,  Whitefield  being  again  in  Boston,  Prince 
crossed  swords  with  Rev.  Charles  Chauncy  in  his  behalf, 
and  they  exchanged  the  following  brief  notes : 

(To  the  Rev.  Charles  Chauncy) 

Rev.  Sr: 

I  desire  to  know  you  judge  there  is  any  need  of  my  asking 
your  consent  to  my  inviting  a  minister  to  preach  my  Lecture 
at  the  O.B.?  (Old  Brick)  In  answering  which  you  will 
oblige 

Your  humble  serv’t  T.P. 

Jan.  30,  1744-5. 

(To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Prince) 

Rev.  Sir: 

In  answer  to  your  question,  I  would  ask  you  another,  viz: 
whether  you  would  express  a  suitable  regard  to  me  and  some 
■others  who  statedly  attend  the  Thursday  Lecture  and  are 
united  with  you  in  carrying  it  on,  to  ask  a  gentleman  to 
preach  it,  whose  conduct  has  been  such  (in  our  apprehen¬ 
sions)  that  if  he  preaches  you  know  we  cannot  be  present,  but 
■must  be  obliged  to  tarry  at  home? 

Your  humble  serv’t 

Charles  Chauncy. 

Wed.  Jan.  30,  1744-5. 

(To  the  Rev.  Charles  Chauncy) 

Rev.  S’r: 

I  perceive  the  support  of  your  letter  is,  that  if  I  got 
Mr.  Wh.  (Whitefield)  to  preach,  that  you  and  some  others 
are  of  such  a  separating  spirit  that  you  will  not  attend  the 
Public  Lecture,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see.  In  such  a  season 
as  this,  should  you  not  rather  set  a  contrary  example,  while 
you  are  publickly  condemning  such  a  spirit  in  others?  Mr. 
W.  will  hear  you  but  you  will  not  hear  him.  Pray  who 
appears  most  for  separation  or  union  ?  Methinks  you  should 
be  glad  of  an  occasion  to  show  as  good  a  spirit  as  he. 

Thomas  Prince. 
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It  thus  appears  that,  after  more  than  three  years  since 
Whitefield  first  preached  in  Boston,  Prince  still  believed 
in  the  fj^’eat  revivalist. 

Durin"  his  long  ministry  as  pastor  of  the  Old  South 
Church  Prince  resided  with  his  family  in  the  parsonage 
located  next  the  church,  formerly  occupied  by  Governor 
Winthrop.  Prince  married  Deborah  Denny,  October  30,. 
1719.  Of  nine  children  only  four  reached  maturity,  one 
son  and  three  daughters.  Thomas  Prince,  Jr.,  M.  A. 
Harvard,  his  only  son,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Prince,  in  1758, 
the  child  Independence  had  hot  yet  been  conceived.  In 
his  day  when  men  spoke  of  “the  Revolution”  they  meant 
the  Revolution  of  1688  which  brought  "William  and  Mary 
to  the  throne  of  England.  Prince  did  not  live  to  see  the 
time  when  men  such  as  he  would  be  driven  by  their  con¬ 
sciences  to  make  the  hard  choice  between  loyalty  to  their 
King  and  loyalty  to  their  fellow-countrymen  in  the  fight 
for  Freedom. 

One  of  the  many  manuscripts  in  the  Prince  collection 
was  a  learned  tract  composed  by  Mr.  William  Torrey  in 
his  latter  days,  when  he  was,  as  he  described  himself  on 
the  title-page,  “A  very  Old  Man,  in  Continual  Expecta¬ 
tions  of  his  Translation  into  Another  Life  and  World.” 
It  was  published  in  1757,  many  years  after  the  author’s 
death,  probably  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Prince,  and  is  of 
interest  because  of  the  preface,  written  by  Prince,  in 
which  he  took  occasion  to  record  his  recollections  of  the- 
Reverend  Samuel  Torrey,  the  tutor  and  counselor  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  who  died  in  the  same  year  in  which, 
his  pupil  took  his  First  Degree  at  Harvard. 

Prince’s  preface  to  the  Torrey  tract  is  printed  at  the 
end  of  this  article  as  an  appendix,  retaining  the  spelling- 
and  use  of  capital  letters,  as  in  the  original. 

In  this  preface,  an  eighteenth  century  Puritan  divine 
took  occasion  to  offer  a  tribute  of  affection  and  respect' 
to  his  seventeenth  century  prototype. 
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Appendix 

A  MEMOIR  OF  THE 
REVEREND  SAMUEL  TORREY 
By  the  Reverend  Thomas  Prince 

(A  Tract,  entitled  ‘‘CONCERNING  FUTURITIES,” 
etc.,  composed  in  his  old  age  by  William  Torrey,  the 
father  of  the  Rev.  Sam’l,  was  published  in  1757  with  a 
Preface  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  who  took  occasion 
to  pay  a  tribute  therein  to  the  son 

William  Torrey  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Bay 
Colony,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  Captain  of  the 
Train-band  at  Weymouth,  Commissioner  of  the  Peace,  etc. 

A  manuscript  copy  of  “Concerning  Futurities”  is  in 
the  museum  of  the  Weymouth  Historical  Society.) 

PREFACE 

The  worthy  Author  of  the  following  Tract,  Mr. 
William  Torrey,  was  one  of  the  pious  and  early 
Settlers  of  the  Massachusetts-Colony.  Coming  over 
with  his  Family  hither  from  England,  he  took  up  his 
Residence  at  Weymouth,  was  doubtless  one  of  the  Foun¬ 
ders  of  the  Church  there:  was  made  a  Freeman  of  the 
Colony  on  May  18,  1642 :  and  in  such  Esteem  of  the  good 
People  in  his  Day,  that  by  their  Election  he  served  divers 
Times  as  their  Deputy  among  the  Representatives  of  the 
Colony;  by  them  was  chosen  their  Clerk;  and  by  the 
General  Court  a  Captain  of  the  Train-band  at  Weymouth, 
and  Commissioner  for  the  Peace  with  a  Power  to  Marry, 
etc. 

By  this  Treatise  it  seems — he  had  been  bro’t  up  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Latin  Language  in  England.  And  he 
was  highly  honoured  and  happy  in  giving  his  Son  Samuel 
a  liberal  Education  at  Harvard-College,  and  in  having 
him  succeed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Thacher,  as  Pastor  of 
the  Church  in  We^unouth,  to  the  great  Satisfaction  of  the 
Father;  especially  as  his  Son,  even  in  his  Father’s  Life, 
became,  among  the  ^Ministers,  one  of  the  most  eminent  for 
Piety,  Ability,  Wisdom  and  Esteem,  in  the  Land. 

And  lest  I  should  not  live  to  reach  his  proper  Place 
in  the  New-England- Annals,  and  the  Memory  of  so  ex- 
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traordinary  a  Person  should  fail  amonfj  us ;  I  would  seize 
this  Occasion  to  leave  a  short  History  concerning  him. 

I  suppose  he  was  admitted  into  Harvard-College  about 
1650,  and  should,  according  to  the  preceeding  Custom, 
have  taken  his  first  Degree  in  three  Years.  But  the 
Corporation  making  a  Law  that  the  Scholars  should  study 
at  College  four  Years  before  they  commenced  Batchelors 
in  Arts ;  several  Scholars  tho’  they  were  accounted  as  good 
as  any  before  them,  and  I  suppose  of  different  Classes, 
went  off,  and  never  took  any  Degree  at  all.  There  were 
at  least  Five  of  them,  who  after  made  a  very  shining 
Figure  in  N’ew  England:  viz.  Gov.  Josiah  Winslow; 
this  Rev.  Samuel  Torrey;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ichabod  Wiswall 
of  Duxbury,  Agent  for  Plymouth-Colony  at  the  Court 
of  England  upon  the  Revolution;  the  Rev.  !Mr.  Samuel 
Wakeman  of  Fairfield;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brimsmead  of 
Marlborough:  who  would  all  have  been  a  great  Honour 
to  our  Harvard-Catalogue:  and  I  could  wish  their  N’ames 
might  be  yet  inserted,  as  educated  there  and  qualified  for 
their  First  Degree,  tho’  diverted  from  it. 

Tho’  3^rr.  Torrey  preach’d  at  Weymouth  in  the  Absence 
of  their  Pastor  Mr.  Thacher,  it  seems  he  was  not  ordained 
their  Pastor  till  1656.  By  the  Choice  of  the  General 
Court,  he  preached  three  General  Election  Sermons;  viz. 
May,  27.  1674,  entitled — An  Exhortation  to  Reforma¬ 
tion  ;  May  16.  1683,  entitled — A  Plea  for  the  Life  of 
Dying  Religion;  and  May  29.  1695,  entitled — Man’s  Ex¬ 
tremity,  God’s  Opportunity:  which  were  all  very  pungent 
Discourses,  and  Printed  at  their  Desire,  to  the  great 
Acceptance  of  the  pious  People.  Upon  the  Death  of 
President  Rogers  in  1684,  He  was  chosen  to  succeed  Him: 
but  excus’d  Himself. 

And  as  my  Parents  had  a  high  Veneration  for  Him, 
and  he  had  receiv’d  them  into  his  Friendship;  for  the 
Benefit  of  Learning  and  Religion,  when  I  was  10  Years 
of  Age,  they  sent  me  45  Miles  from  their  House  in  Sand¬ 
wich,  to  enjoy  the  great  Privilege  of  living  with  Him; 
and  he  afterwards  always  received  me  at  his  House,  where 
I  us’d  to  call,  in  my  Going  to  and  Returning  from  Col¬ 
lege  ;  I  can  write  of  Him  from  my  personal  Acquaintance 
with  him. 
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Being  of  a  tall  and  proper  Stature,  excellent  intellec¬ 
tual  Powers  and  Accomplishments,  and  of  great  and 
steady  Sanctity,  Solidity  and  Majesty  in  his  Countenance 
and  Conversation,  He  struck  all  about  Him  with  singular 
Reverence:  tho’  at  seasonable  Intervals,  as  at  the  Table, 
and  when  his  Friends  came  to  visit  Him,  He  would  be 
innocently  witty  and  cheerful ;  but  ever  mixed  agreable 
Instruction  with  other  Entertainment  and  Diversion.  He 
seem’d  superior  to  all  the  Ministers  who  came  to  see  Him, 
who  behaved  towards  Him  with  distinguishing  Deference. 
And  he  was  a  Person  of  such  deep  and  extensive  Views, 
that  in  Publick  Affairs  of  great  Difficulty,  the  Governor, 
Dep.  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Colony  us’d  to  send  to 
him,  tho’  15  Miles  off,  (with  some  other  elderly  and 
judicious  Ministers  in  and  near  Boston)  to  help  them 
with  his  wise  Observations  and  Advices. 

His  Prayers  both  in  the  Family  and  Publick,  and  his 
Sermons  were  vers'  scriptural,  experimental,  pathetical, 
sensibly  flowing  from  a  warm  and  pious  Heart,  and  with 
wondrous  Freedom  and  Variety.  When  He  treated  on 
awful  Subjects,  it  was  with  most  awakening  Solemnity: 
but  otherwise  He  usually  expres’d  Himself  with  the  most 
tender  and  moving  Affection.  When  He  saw  anv  Fault 
in  any  of  his  Family;  He  would  first  only  look  with  a 
holy  and  awful  Displeasure,  neither  exposing  nor  rebuk¬ 
ing — I  believe  He  never  struck  any  Person  in  his  life — 
A  Look  was  Terror  and  Reproof  enough — ^but  then  take 
us  alone  into  his  Study,  and  speak  with  such  Tenderness 
and  Tears  as  to  melt  us  down  in  a  Moment. 

In  his  Family  Worship,  He  would  often  Prav  affection¬ 
ately  for  every  Person  by  Xame,  or  by  such  Description 
as  we  all  knew,  extreamely  suitable  to  our  various  Cases, 
which  wonderfully  bound  us  to  Him;  as  also  for  others 
occasionally  there,  and  in  a  very  striking  Manner,  And 
I  shall  never  forget  the  moving  Exhortations,  Prayers  and 
Tears  He  us’d  to  pour  out  among  the  Children,  at  their 
Catechizing  a  Monday-Mornings  at  Sun-rise  in  the  Meet¬ 
ing-House.  Hor  had  he  any  affected  Tone;  but  all  his 
Pronunciation  was  perfectly  agreable  to  the  Hature  of 
the  Things  delivered,  and  so  as  to  engage  the  most  lively 
Attention. 
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In  conversation  with  the  late  Honourable  and  learned 
Lawyer  John  Read^  Esq ; — as  I  happened  to  speak  of  my 
living  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Torrey  of  We\Tnouth;  He  im¬ 
mediately  said — ‘Mr.  Torrey  !’  That  was  the  most  won- 
‘  derful  Man  in  Prayer  I  ever  heard :  When  I  was  Senior 
‘  Sophister  at  Collefre  in  1696,  there  being  a  Day  of 
‘  Prayer  kept  by  the  Association  at  Xewtown,  upon  some 
‘  extraordinary  Occasion,  in  the  House  of  Publick  Wor- 
‘  ship ;  I  and  several  Others  went  from  College  to  attend 
‘  the  Exercise:  where  were  two  Prayers  made  by  two 
‘  Ministers,  besides  a  Sermon  by  a  third  in  the  Forenoon; 

‘  and  the  like  in  the  Afternoon :  and  then  Mr.  Torrey 
‘  stood  up  and  pray’d  near  Two  Hours:  but  all  his 
‘  Prayer  so  intirely  new  and  various  without  Tautologies, 

‘  so  exceeding  pertinent,  so  regular,  so  natural,  so  free, 

‘  lively  and  affecting;  that  towards  the  End  of  his  Prayer, 

‘  hinting  at  still  new  and  agreable  Scenes  of  Tho’t,  we 
‘  coil’d  not  help  wishing  Him  to  enlarge  upon  them :  but 
‘  the  Time  abliged  Him  to  close,  to  our  Regret,  and  we 
‘  could  have  gladly  heard  Him  an  Hour  longer:  His 
‘  Prayers  so  wonderfully  enlivened  and  mov’d  the  Con- 
‘  gregation,  that  we  seem’d  not  to  be  sensible  of  the  Time’s 
‘  elapsing  till  he  had  finished.’  And  such  extraordinary 
Talents  were  the  Reason,  why  as  I  have  heard,  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  us’d  to  appoint  Him  to  bring  up  the  Rear  of  their 
Religious  Exercises  both  in  Publick  and  Private. 

The  Wife  of  his  Youth  was  a  Daughter  of  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Rawson:  and  tho’  He  never  had  any  Offspring,  yet 
over  Her  Grave  He  erected  a  handsome  ^Afonument.  There 
was  as  I  remember,  a  singular  Esteem  and  Intimacy  be¬ 
tween  Him  and  Lieut.  Governor  Stoughton,  the  Honour¬ 
able  chief  Justice  Samuel  Sewall,  Esq;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Joshua  Moody,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vice  President  Willard,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hobart  of  Newtown,  and  the  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Thacher 
of  Milton. 

In  the  Boston  News-Letter  of  ^londay  April  28,  1707, 
we  have  the  following  Article — ‘Weymouth,  April  24, 
‘  Yesterday  was  interr’d  Here  the  Reverend  Mr.  Samuel 
‘  Torrey,  Fellow  of  Harvard  College,  and  Pastor  of  the 
‘  Church  in  this  Towm :  who  Died  on  Monday  last ;  hav- 
‘  ing  Preach’d  on  the  Publick  Fast  the  Wednesday  be- 
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‘  fore;  was  entering  on  the  76th  Year  of  his  A^e,  and  in 
‘  the  Fifty  first  Year  of  his  Ministry ;  leaving;  behind  Him 
‘  the  Character  of  a  very  laborious,  faithful,  learned  and 
‘  pious  Minister  of  the  Gospel.’  Which  concise  and  exact 
Account  I  have  Reason  to  think  was  drawn  up  by  his 
above-men tion’d  intimate  and  dear  Friend  the  Honourable 
Judg;e  Sewall:  who,  tis  likely,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pember¬ 
ton  and  others  of  Boston,  as  well  as  the  Towns  near  Wey¬ 
mouth,  attended  his  Funeral:  For  Mr.  Pemberton  had  a 
great  Veneration  of  Him,  whom  I  have  seen  at  his  House 
and  Preaching;  his  Publick  Lecture.  And  in  his  Funeral 
Sermon  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willard  in  September  following;, 
could  not  forbear  mentioning;  the  Tears  scarcely  dried  up 
for  the  loss  of  Mr.  Torrey. 

I  might  say  much  more ;  but  the  Page  restrains  me. 

And  as  for  this  Treatise  of  his  honoured  Father — the 
serious  and  judicious  Reader  will  quickly  see  such  a  great 
and  accurate  Acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures;  and  such 
a  Vein  of  natural,  connected  and  clear  Reasoning  from 
them,  express’d  in  such  a  modest,  pure  and  easy  Stile ;  as 
cannot  but  both  please  and  move  Him:  and  at  the  same 
Time  give  a  lively  Instance  of  what  eminent  Men  of  the 
civil  Order  came  over  hither  and  adorned  our  Xew-Eng- 
land  Churches  above  70  Years  ago. 

The  most  material  Mistake  in  the  Treatise  seems  to  be 
— about  the  Gog  and  Magog  in  Rev.  XX :  whom  for  near 
40  Years  I  have  been  more  and  more  inclin’d  to  think 
will  be  The  Wicked  raised  at  the  End  of  The  Thousand 
Years:  whose  rancour’d  and  malicious  Spirits,  with 
all  the  Devils  then  brought  out  of  the  dark  Abyss  together, 
possessing,  infatuating  and  enflaming  them,  will  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  rage  against  the  Saints  for  a  very  little  Season, 
till  the  General  Judgment  comes  on  and  quells  them:  and 
at  the  End  of  that  great  Day,  the  Fire  of  God  shall  come 
down  and  drive  them  all  together  into  the  horrible  Lake 
below. 

But  may  we  then  be  with  Christ  in  the  happy  City  of 
the  Saints  ascending  to  the  World  above — 

April  2, 

1757 


T.  Prince. 


PRE-REVOLUTIONARY  ACCOUNT  BOOK 
OF  CAPTAIN  GIDEON  WOODWELL 


By  William  H.  Woodwell 


From  the  Original  in  Possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 


Captain  Gideon  Woodwell  returned  to  Newbury,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  1756,  after  two  years’  service  in  the  French 
and  Indian  Wars.  He  was  a  ship  carpenter,  who  a  few 
years  later  established  his  own  shipyard  on  the  lower 
Merrimac  River. 

For  several  years  he  also  conducted  a  general  store  busi¬ 
ness  along  side  his  ship-building,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  two  apparently  divergent  occupations  were  in  fact 
closely  knit  together.  His  account  book,  dating  from 
1755  to  1770,  gives  evidence  of  the  interlinking  of  these 
activities. 

As  little  money  was  in  circulation  in  those  days,  and 
banking  facilities  unavailable,  many  transactions  were 
conducted  under  the  barter  system.  Goods,  classed  as 
“English”  or  “West  India”  according  to  their  origin,  were 
recognized  as  assets  for  trading  purposes.  An  item  in  the 
book  is  worded  as  follows: 

September  ye  20,  1758  Joseph  Cottle  Dr.  to  thirty  four 
pound  twelve  shillings  &  six  pence  by  order  from  John 
Nowell  half  money  the  other  half  in  westinja  &  inglish  goods 
old  tenner. 

A  promissory  note  given  by  him  reads  thus : 

Newbury  Port  November  ye  21,  1764  Eecived  of  Henry 
Bodwell  &  William  Morss  too  hundred  &  thirty  five  feet  of 
timber  which  I  promis  to  pay  at  thirteen  shillings  &  four 
pence  pr  tun  one  third  part  in  Cash  the  other  in. westinja 
goods  at  the  common  Cash  price  witness  my  hand 

Gideon  Woodwell 

England,  during  her  period  of  colonial  expansion,  ex¬ 
ploited  the  colonies  to  her  own  advantage.  Many  restric¬ 
tions  were  placed  on  manufacture  and  commerce  which 
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held  the  colonists  dependent  on  the  mother  country  for 
many  of  their  needs.  These  acts  served  to  protect  Bri¬ 
tish  industry  from  rivalry,  and  assured  her  of  a  favorable 
trade  balance.  Eesentment  ajrainst  repressive  laws  was 
one  of  the  underlying?  causes  of  the  Revolution. 

The  Southern  colonies  were  able  to  export  larjre  quanti¬ 
ties  of  tobacco,  cotton,  turpentine,  tar  and  rosin  to  Eng¬ 
land,  by  which  they  obtained  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
manufactured  and  luxury  "oods.  Xew  England  was  main¬ 
ly  agricultural  and  was  prevented  from  shipping  excess 
grains  and  meats  for  the  reason  that  the  British  Isles  w’ere 
then  practically  self-supporting  as  to  fowl  stuffs.  The 
single  important  item  of  export  was  tall  pines  for  ships’ 
masts,  w’hich  were  superior  to  anything  grown  there. 

To  overcome  the  problem  of  buying  far  more  than  they 
sold  abroad,  they  developed  an  extensive  commerce  with 
the  West  Indies  and  Central  America.  This  furnished 
an  outlet  for  excess  grains,  meats  and  fish,  and  brought 
back  rice,  fruit,  raisins,  sugar,  rum  and  molasses,  all 
classed  as  ‘‘West  India  Goods.”  So  important  was  this 
trade  that  as  late  as  1874,  merchants  in  Newburyport 
described  themselves  as  “Dealers  in  West  India  Goods.” 

Here  we  see  the  connection  between  Woodwell’s  ship¬ 
building  and  store  activities.  Ilis  vessels  were  constructed 
for  this  trade  and  for  fishing.  The  owners,  no  doubt, 
made  their  pa\Tnents  in  large  part  in  goods,  forcing  him 
to  conduct  a  store  for  their  disposal.  Here  again  it  was 
largely  a  matter  of  barter.  His  customers  supplied  him 
with  timber,  plank,  boards,  knees,  keel  pieces,  masts  and 
spars;  and  also  gave  services  such  as  sawing,  boring  holes, 
planking  sides  or  deck,  carving  figureheads  and  caulking, 
and  in  numerous  instances  they  performed  a  definite  share 
of  the  work,  such  as  building  one-half  or  one-third  of  a 
ship. 

These  accounts  ran  for  months,  and  some  for  years 
before  settlements  were  reached.  However,  each  party 
gained  by  the  exchange;  he  receiving  building  materials 
and  labor,  and  they  obtaining  meats,  provisions  and  goods 
for  their  living.  !Money  was  not  a  worry,  there  was  so 
little  of  it. 
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The  following  two  accounts  are  copied  from  the  book, 
with  duplicate  items  being  omitted. 


9  July  1763  Daniel  Clark  Dr.  old  tener 

to  eight  yards  of  ticklingburgs  .  £  4-10-0 

1764 

8  January  to  %  of  hundred  of  rice  .  2-  0-0 

2  March  to  six  pound  of  shooger .  1-  2-6 

18  June  to  four  yards  &  half  of  brod  cloth  ... .  27-  0-0 

&  to  six  yards  of  Shalloon 
to  too  duzin  of  Coat  buttins  & 

three  of  Jackit  .  1-  7-0 

to  four  sticks  of  mohare  or  silk  hare  15-0 
to  too  ounces  of  thred  .  0-  7-0 

19  June  to  half  a  yard  of  brod  cloth  .  3-  0-0 

&  to  one  duzin  of  Coat  buttins  ..  0-  7-0 

22  June  to  one  yard  of  Barrigin  for  Master 

Garrish  Coat  .  3-  5-0 

27  June  to  goods  shallon  &  stockins  .  12-  1-3 

25  February  to  silk  &  Tamme  &  silk  twist  .  4-14-3 

27  1765  to  one  scane  of  silk  .  0-  3-6 

17  April  to  12-^  bushils  of  Corn  .  15-14-6 

12  June  to  one  pare  brichis  pattens  one  yard 

&  %  of  lining .  5-  6-3 

to  silk  &  mohare  &  buttins  .  18-3 

10  August  to  2  yards  &  of  osambrigs .  1-  8-1 

2  October  to  one  thousand  Dubbletens  .  6-  0-0 

Newbury  Port  March  ye  17th  1766 


then  Reckned  with  Mr.  Dannill  Clark  &  cettled  on 
all  accounts  Clear  as  witness  our  hands. 

Daniel  Clark 
Gideon  Woodwell 


1764  11  May  Eleazer  Keezer  Dr. 

to  one  Barril  sider  &  Barril .  £  4-10-0 

15  May  to  half  barril  port  .  16-10-0 

to  six  pound  Coffe  .  3-  0-0 

24  May  to  ten  gallons  molasses  .  9-  0-0 

to  12  pound  &  half  of  veal  .  1-  3-0 

to  45  quarts  of  milk  .  3-  7-6 

to  one  Barril  flower  201  lb  .  13-14-0 

to  twenty  bushils  of  Corn  .  23-  0-0 
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19  June  to  one  yard  of  Check  linen  .  17-6 

39  to  ticklingbugs  50  sh  pr  yard  .  5-  0-0 

to  too  &  ^  yards  of  Lawn  .  5-12-6 

to  one  hundred  &  one  quarter  of  rice  8-  2-6 

to  Cash  one  quarter  of  a  Dollar  ....  11-3 

to  forty  too  pound  &  half  of  pork  6-  7-6 

28  August  to  half  a  bushil  of  Beenes .  9-0 

to  a  fan  for  your  daughter  .  8-0 

to  one  pare  Black  worsted  stockins  2-10-0 

to  one  ounce  of  thred  .  3-0 

11  September  to  neadles  one  shilling .  1-0 

to  beef  72  pound  &  half  .  7-  1-0 

to  one  third  part  of  a  peece  of 

Check  linen  .  11-17-2 

4  October  to  too  pound  of  Chocklat  .  1-10-0 

10  November  to  pluch  too  yards  &  half  and  one 

duzin  of  buttins  and  one  stick 

silk  twist  .  6-  0-0 

1  December  to  goose  six  pound  &  three  quarters  13-6 

10  to  one  quarter  quintle  fish  .  1-15-0 

10  January  to  half  a  yard  of  Cambrick  .  1-10-0 

19  February  to  one  quarter  of  peece  of  Check  ....  9-  4-6 

to  thirteen  yards  of  Camblit  .  14-  6-0 

to  silk  &  thred  &  tape .  7-8 


The  following  miscellaneous  items  are  picked  from 
approximately  one  hundred  and  thirty  accounts  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  variety  of  goods  handled,  the  quantities  and 
comparative  values: 


to  one  iron  pot  .  £  2-  0-0 

to  one  skillet  fifteen  shillings  .  15-0 

to  taters  &  apples  .  7-4 

to  half  a  pound  of  tea  &  a  padlock  .  3-  3-0 

to  half  a  peck  of  Collevance  .  5-  0-0 

to  half  quarter  barril  of  pork .  3-15-0 

to  a  fan  &  shoobinding  .  13-6 

to  one  large  bilbo  hankerchiff  .  2-15-0 

to  linin  cloth  &  knee  straps .  3-  7-0 

to  four  pound  hogs  fat  .  18-0 

to  20  lb  Cotten  wool  .  20-  0-0 

to  half  a  yard  &  half  quarter  scarlet  ratteen  .  4-  1-3 
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to  six  pound  &  half  of  tobackoo .  1-12-6 

to  7-%  yards  Brocaded  Camblit .  £13-  2-6 

to  2-^  yards  scarlot  Brodcloth  .  23-15-0 

to  132  gallons  &  two  quarts  of  rum  .  99-  3-9 

to  31  gallons  &  half  of  newingland  rum  .  22-  1-0 

to  half  a  peece  of  Diaper .  15-0 

to  Black  hare  pluch  .  5-  5-0 

to  half  a  grose  of  Shirt  buttens  .  1-5 

to  ^2  peese  yard  wide  Irish  linen  .  2-  4-7 

to  one  pare  inglish  mens  Pumps  .  3-  5-0 

to  187  lb  of  beef  &  12  lb  of  tallo  .  14-18-6 

to  six  yards  of  Chinee  .  13-10-0 

to  six  bushils  of  Lisbun  solt  .  6-15-0 

to  one  duzin  putter  plates  .  6-  0-0 

to  goose  &  chickins  .  1-12-1 

to  2-%  bushils  of  indion  meal  .  4-  5-0 

&  to  too  bushils  of  ry  meal .  3-  6-0 

to  too  haduck  .  4-0 

to  Cash  one  guinne  .  10-10-0 

to  Cash  too  Dollars  .  4-10-0 

to  Cash  one  Joanna  .  18-  0-0 

to  too  duzin  mackril  .  16-0 

to  one  Jarr  of  oile  .  4-10-0 

to  9-1/^  lb  of  fresh  fish  guts  out .  4-9 

to  hollebot  .  4-7 

to  1-^  duzin  Coat  brass  buttens  .  10-6 

to  one  yard  Calleco  .  1-18-0 

to  one  peece  bed  tick  22  yards  .  22-10-0 

to  a  pare  of  siscor .  5-0 

to  3000  pins  &  a  yard  of  hollon .  3-15-0 

to  one  yard  &  half  of  plad  .  3-  7-0 

to  eight  pound  &  half  of  cheese .  17-0 

to  too  pound  of  rasins  .  8-0 

to  a  case  of  knives  &  a  puter  bason .  4-  7-6 

to  leather  for  brichis  .  9-16-0 

to  fifteen  pound  of  butter .  3-17-6 

to  Seven  Dollars  .  15-15-0 

to  a  shote  pig  waid  seventy  eight  pound  .  7-15-0 

to  one  pare  worsted  mits .  1-  0-0 

to  Cash  six  pistereens  .  2-14-0 

to  too  hogsheds  of  molasas  225  gallons .  126-11-5 

to  four  barrils  of  sider  .  10-  8-0 

to  three  pare  womens  shoes  .  7-  8-0 

to  6  peece  garter  stuff  .  9-0 
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to  26  yards  &  %  of  osambrigs  .  11-14-0 

to  one  quintle  &  one  quarter  of  fish  .  8-15-0 

to  6  yards  of  Bayse  .  6-15-0 

to  323  lb  of  beef  &  16  lb  of  tallo .  25-  8-6 

to  too  Dear  skins  .  11-  5-1 

to  one  shag  velvit  Jackit .  10-10-0 

to  half  peece  of  flowered  stuff .  17-  0-0 

to  your  order  to  Jenkins  half  cash  half  goods  .  38-  1-8 

to  half  duzin  spoons .  1-4 


Many  of  the  staple  items  are  frequently  repeated  but 
in  varying  quantities.  One  or  more  “bilbo  hankerchiffs” 
were  often  sold  at  the  uniform  price  of  tw'o  pounds,  ten 
shillings.  At  that  value  it  could  not  have  been  a  common 
handkerchief,  but  was  probably  a  large  scarf,  or  muffler, 
taking  its  name  from  Bilbao,  Spain.  They  were  variously 
described  as  “Large,”  “Silk,”  or  “Black.”  Ticklingburgs 
(or  bugs)  described  a  coarse  linen  fabric  manufactured 
at  Tecklenburg,  Germany,  from  which  it  took  its  name. 
Orsambrigs  (also  spelled  osambrigs  and  osambricks)  was 
a  similar  cloth  made  at  the  neighboring  city  of  Osnabriick. 
Both  were  used  in  making  men’s  clothing. 

In  general  cloth  goods  were  high  in  price  as  compared 
with  meats  and  other  provisions.  Exact  values  cannot  be 
determined  as  goods  and  quality  varied,  and  width  of 
piece  goods  is  not  shown.  For  common  use  they  had  their 
homespun  clothes  made  from  native  wool,  and  also  made 
shoes,  gloves  and  hats,  but  the  better  quality  were  im¬ 
ported  from  England. 

Packaged  goods  were  unknown  and  the  quantities  taken 
seem  great  by  present  day  buying.  It  must  have  been 
difficult  for  a  family  to  utilize  325  pounds  of  beef,  or  a 
whole  pig,  or  one  hundred  weight  of  fish,  without  refrig¬ 
eration.  What  would  a  person  do  with  132  gallons  and 
two  quarts  of  rum,  or  225  gallons  of  molasses  unless  he 
retailed  it  to  others?  Imagine  counting  out  3000  pins 
for  a  customer. 

Exchanges  of  money  were  frequently  recorded.  He 
gave  pounds  and  shillings  for  the  dollar,  half-  and  quarter- 
dollar,  guinea,  joanna  and  pistareen.  The  British  guinea 
was  a  coin  rated  at  21  shillings,  or  one  pound,  but  he  ex¬ 
changed  it  for  ten  pounds,  ten  shillings,  apparently  old 
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tenor.  The  dollar,  half-dollar  and  qwrter-dollar  were 
probably  the  Spanish  or  Spanish- American  peso,  and  frac¬ 
tional  coins.  The  peso,  also  called  “piece  of  eight,”  cir¬ 
culated  widely  in  the  Colonies,  and  were  called  by  the 
English  “Hard  dollar”  The  Joanna  was  the  Johannes, 
a  Portuguese  gold  coin,  also  known  as  “Joe.”  The 
pistareen  was  an  old  Spanish  coin  worth  about  twenty 
cents. 

The  only  measuring  stick  we  have  for  comparing  the 
value  of  goods  is  found  in  the  rate  paid  for  labor.  In 
1757,  Woodwell,  working  in  the  shipyard  of  Joseph  Cot¬ 
tle,  was  paid  one  pound,  ten  shillings  a  day,  and  his 
apprentice  25  shillings.  In  1760,  he  received  one  pound, 
fifteen  shillings,  and  his  apprentice  17  shillings  and  six 
pence.  Being  a  skilled  mechanic  no  doubt  he  received  the 
highest  wages  at  that  time.  With  one  day’s  work  he  could 
therefore  purchase  approximately  any  of  these  items:  3 
bushels  of  Indian  meal,  50  pounds  of  veal  or  beef,  50 
pounds  of  rice,  a  half  barrel  of  pork,  20  pounds  of  butter, 
two  barrels  of  cider,  one  yard  of  broad-cloth,  one  and  a 
half  yards  of  holland,  or  one  to  two  yards  of  plush.  A 
pair  of  English  men’s  pumps  took  two-thirds  of  a  day’s 
work,  while  women’s  shoes  were  a  little  less. 

Business  in  the  good  old  days  also  had  its  problems. 


THE  REVOLUTIOXAKY  PAPERS 
OF  CAPT.  JOHN  CURRIER  OF  AMESBURY 


From  the  Oeiginai,  in  Possession 
OF  THE  Essex  Institute 


The  following  Revolutionary  manuscripts  of  Capt.  John 
Currier  of  Amesbury  are  copied  from  the  originals  in 
possession  of  the  Essex  Institute.  They  constitute  a  com¬ 
plete  record  of  the  Amesbury  men  who  took  part  in  both 
the  Battle  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill.  As  Captain  of 
the  Minute  Men  who  joined  Col.  Isaac  Merrill’s  Regiment 
on  their  march  to  Lexington  on  April  19,  1775,  he  pre¬ 
served  all  the  papers  connected  with  that  event.  He  was 
commissioned  by  the  Provincial  Congress  on  May  20, 
1775,  as  a  Captain  in  the  Continental  Army. 

There  is  a  list  of  Minute  Men,  with  the  amount  of 
travel  and  casualties  at  Lexington.  His  company  was 
mustered  into  Col.  James  Frye’s  Regiment  of  Continen¬ 
tals,  the  First  Regiment  of  Foot.  The  manuscripts  show 
what  food  was  sent  to  the  army  from  Amesbury,  such  as 
rye,  Indian  bread,  pork  and  cheese,  as  well  as  fifty-four 
blankets.  Among  the  papers  are  included :  A  list  of  men 
from  Amesbury  at  Cambridge  on  June  8,  1775,  with  the 
deaths  and  casualties  on  June  17,  and  also  a  record  of 
what  was  lost  “in  the  late  Battle  upon  Charlestown.”  Also 
a  list  of  guns,  bayonets,  coats,  blankets,  “snapsacks,” 
shoes,  stockings,  hats  and  handkerchiefs,  and  even  trousers, 
which  were  lost  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Merrill  in  his  History  of  Amesbury,  states:  “It 
is  remarkable  that  to  the  hasty  retreat  after  the  supply 
of  ammunition  had  been  exhausted  so  little  loss  should 
have  been  made.  The  position  occupied  by  this  Company 
must  have  been  far  greater.  A  son  of  Capt.  Currier,  the 
late  David  Currier,  related  to  me  his  recollections  of  that 
day,  June  17.  He  was  then  a  boy  some  five  years  old,  and 
the  excitement  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Pond  Hills  was 
so  great  that  it  made  an  impression  upon  him  never  to  be 
forgotten.  It  was  a  warm  day  with  southwest  wind  and 
(254) 
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the  ^ns  were  distantly  heard,  forcing  all  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  a  battle  was  going  on.  If  ever  before  had  the 
big  guns  of  an  enemy  been  heard  at  Amesbury.  All  were 
wild  with  fever  and  excitement,  for  it  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  almost  every  family  was  represented  on  that 
battle  ground.  The  women  gathered  at  some  neighbors  to 
sympathize,  as  well  as  express  their  deep  anxiety  as  to 
the  result.  Would  more  than  half  be  killed  ?  Some 
thought  not,  others  thought  there  would.  But  their  fears 
could  not  be  dispelled  for  some  days,  as  such  anxious 
hearts  must  retire  to  bed  but  not  to  sleep.  What  will  the 
British  do  ?  Will  they  kill  us  all  ?  Such  were  the  ques¬ 
tions  asked  which  no  one  could  answer.  From  other 
sources  I  have  had  like  narrations  and  in  this  manner 
local  tradition  has  preserved  valuable  information.” 

Other  papers  include: 

A  list  of  men  in  Frye’s  Regiment,  their  ages,  where 
from,  deserters.  On  August  4,  1775,  Capt.  Currier  asked 
Congress  for  pay  for  his  soldiers,  which  had  not  been  re¬ 
ceived,  as  they  were  becoming  uneasy,  and  also  restitution 
for  articles  lost  at  the  battle. 

A  return  of  what  ammunition  was  in  the  Company  and 
what  was  needed  in  powder  and  cartridges. 

A  return  of  the  main  guard  in  Cambridge,  with  names 
of  officers  and  men,  names  of  prisoners,  with  the  crimes 
for  which  they  were  held,  such  as  theft,  desertion,  traitor 
to  his  country,  etc. 

The  town  of  Amesbury  borrowed  of  Rev.  Paine  Win¬ 
gate  on  July  17,  1776,  £12. 15s  for  the  use  of  the  army  to 
be  paid  in  six  months  at  6  per  cent.  They  later  borrowed 
of  Lt.  Thomas  Clark  $900.  to  pay  the  bounty  the  town 
had  offered  to  men,  $15.  on  enlisting  and  $15.  upon 
marching.  Many  of  the  citizens  lent  firearms,  which 
were  later  either  returned  or  for  which  they  were  reim¬ 
bursed. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington  is  treasured  by  the 
descendants  of  Capt.  Currier  as  follows : 

“General  Washington’s  compliments  to  Captain  Cur¬ 
rier.  Requests  his  Company  to  Dinner  today  half  after 
two  o’clock. 

“Thursday  morning,  October  26,  1775.” 
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Captain  John  Currier  was  born  in  Amesbury  on  Octo¬ 
ber  17,  1726,  the  son  of  David  and  Keziah  (Colby)  Cur¬ 
rier.  He  married  in  1750,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and 
Dorothy  (Hoyt)  Wells  of  Amesbury,  who  was  born  on 
February  14,  1723/4  and  died  on  October  25,  1810.  Cap¬ 
tain  Currier  served  in  several  town  offices  and  was  a 
Deacon  of  the  Amesbury  Church.  He  died  in  that  town 
on  December  22,  1806,  aged  eighty  years.  He  lived  in 
the  East  Parish. 

H.S.T. 


Mens  Names  towns  travel  amount  Days 


John  Currier  Cap* 

1-14-  7 

Jonathan  Colby . 

0-14-  4 

Valing  Colby  Leiut 

1-4-6 

Timothy  Challis  ... 

0-14-  4 

David  Hoyt  Ens  ... 

1-  1-  6 

Richard  Currier  ... 

0-14-  4 

Thomas  Currier . 

0-16-  1 

Edmund  Barnard... 

0-14-  4 

David  Weead . 

0-16-  1 

David  Barnard  . 

0-14-  4 

Ebenezer  Kelley . . 

0-16-  1 

Ebenezer  Currier  ... 

0-14-  4 

Ephraim  Weead _ 

0-14-11 

John  tuxbry  — . 

0-14r  4 

Thomas  Barnard  ... 

0-14-11 

Daniel  tuxbry  _ 

0-14-  4 

timothy  Bagley  ...... 

0-14-11 

Moses  Currier  . 

0-14-  4 

Daniel  Kimball  _ _ 

0-14-11 

Aaron  Currier . 

0-14-  4 

John  Watson  . 

0-14-11 

John  Silver  . 

0-14-  4 

Orlando  Bagley  _ _ 

0-14-11 

Josiah  Kimball  _ _ 

0-14-  4 

Joseph  Torsey  _ 

0-14-  4 

Challis  foot  . 

0-14-  4 

Daniel  Hoyte . 

0-14-  4 

William  Hoy  . . . 

0-14-  4 

John  Currier _ 

0-14-  4 

Anthony  Kelley _ 

0-14-  4 

David  Jewell . 

0-14-  4 

Nemiah  Sargent  ... 

0-14-  4 

Samuel  Foot  _ 

0-14-  4 

Stephen  Davis . 

0-14-  4 

Peter  Bagley  . 

0-14-  4 

List  of  Minute  Men  1775 

Aaron  Bagley . 

0-14-  4 

Six  Dolars  one  Pound  Ten 

Charles  Weead  _ 

0-14-  4 

Shelling  old  Tenor 

Humphrey  Hook  ... 

0-14-  4 

Due  to  me 

Xevi  Colbey . 

0-14-  4 

i .  • 

Corporals 

John  Hoit  1st  Corp*  29th  April  present 
Thomas  Barnard  2'*  Corp'  28“"  Apr*  present 
Aaron  Currier  3“  Corp*  28**'  April  present 
Timothy  Silver  4*"  Corp*  28*"  April  present 
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PrIV’ATES 
Sipeo  Grey 
Calvin  Hallowey 
John  Harvey 
Timothy  Iloit 
Kobert  Hoit 
David  Hoit 
William  Hoit 
Jonathan  Hoit 

David  Huntinfjton 
Humphrey  Hoit 
Ezra  Hoit 
William  Jones 
David  Jewell 
Josiah  Kimball 
John  Plummer 
Benjamin  Pressey 
Joseph  Pressey 
Levi  Sarfjeant 
Ephraim  Sargeant 
Reulien  Silloway 
Ebenezer  Sarjreant 
Eliphalet  Sar{?eant 
^Michael  Sarpreant 
Joshua  Wells 
John  Weed 
Elias  Weight 
Isaac  Whittikar 
Joseph  Wells 
Charles  Sarpreant 
Edmund  Barnard 


28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 


Casualties 
Apr”  present 
Apr*  present 
Api”*  present 
Apr'  present 
Api-*  present 
Api**  present 


Vpi’*  present 
\pr'  present 

Died  17  June 
28  ApP  present 
28  Api**  present 
28  ApP  Died  29  May 
28  April  present 
2  ]\Iay  present 
21  July  present 
2  May  present 
2  ^lay  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
2  ^lay  present 
2  !May  present 
2  ]\ray  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
2  May  present 
14*“  July  Discharg"*  20  Aug* 
28  April  present 
September  16*“ 

1’*  Then  mustered  in  the  Continental  First  Regiment  of 
Foot  Commanded  by  Colonel  James  Fry  and  in  Captain 
John  Curriers  Company  Cap*  2  Lieu*  4  Sargeants  4 

Corporals  &  39  present  Effective  private  men . 

2*  Allowing  the  Commission  non  Commission  officers  and 
private  men  (above  mentioned)  to  be  Effective  for  the 
Intermediate  times  as  Set  Down  against  their  Respective 
names  as  is  also  Certified  on  the  back  of  the  muster  mas¬ 
ter  Generals  Roll 
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3^  This  Muster  is  taken  for  61  Days  from  the  16“*  Day  of 
■September  till  the  IB*"  Day  of  November  both  Days  In¬ 
clusive. 


Almsbury  May  y*  25,  1775 

Receved  of  Cap*  John  Currier  twenty  Shilens  in  part  for 
six  parish  Rates. 

For  the  year  1778  I  Say  Receved  by  me. 

Theodor  Hoyt  Collector  for  Almsbury 
The  Lexington  Alarm 
Almsbury  Aprill  y*  19:  1775 

on  the  alarm  the  provisions  I  Sent  was  2  Long  Loves  of 
Rey  and  Indin  Bread  and  9  pound  of  poark 

pr  me  Theador  Hoyt  the  acount  of  the  pork  that  I 
sent  at  sd  alaim  was  6  pounds 
Wm.  Hoyt 

Wm.  Bagley  Sent  5  lbs  of  Chease 
To  Cap  Jolan  Currier  Select  man  for  Alsbury 
Acount  of  the  perovision  Sent  to  Cambrid 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  inhabitance  of  the  town  of  Amesbury 
July  25 — 1776 

Major  David  Merrill  moderator  at  the  Same  Meeting 
Voted  that  the  Selectmen  give  up  the  indenters  of  David 
Hoyt  to  Leut.  Thos.  Clerk  his  giveing  Security  to  Provide 
for  the  Said  David  Hoyt  to  there  Satisfaction  agreeable 
to  an  Agrement  alrady  made  I  the  Said  Hoyt  Listing  in¬ 
to  the  Service  upon  the  towns  incoridgement 


A  true  Coppy  attest  Christopher 

Sergeant  town  Clerk 

Cambridge  June  8  ye  1775.  A  list  of  the  Names 
of  Men  that  In  Listed 

Sart.  Isaac  Barnard 

John  Weed 

Sart.  Gideon  Colby 

Peter  Bagley 

Sart.  Charles  Weed 

Daniel  Chase 

Sart.  Paul  Hardy 

Calvin  Haloway 

Corp*.  John  Hoyt 

John  Blasdel 

Corp*.  Thomas  Barnard 

IJmphurey  Hoyt 

Corp^  Aaron  Currier 

Andrew  Nuell 

Corp*.  Timothy  Silver 

Joseph  Torrey 

Joseph  Wells 

Samuel  Eliot 

John  Plumer 

David  Colby 

Beniamin  Pressy 

John  Huntington 
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Robert  Hojte 
Elias  Waite 
Hesechiab  Presey 
Edmund  Barnard 
Rubin  Silaway 
Robin  Currier 
David  Hoyte 
Moses  Currier 
Isaac  Currier 
Jonathan  Blasdel 
Wells  Blasdel 
William  Hoyte 
Isaac  Whitcber 
Jonathan  Hoyte 
Ebenezer  Sargeant 
!Mickel  Brown 


Eliphelet  Sarftent 
Mickel  Sargent 
David  Huntington. 
John  Harvey 
Joshua  Wells 
Thomas  Foot 
William  Jones 
Moses  Busel 
David  Juell 
Levi  Sargent 
Ephraim  Sargent 
Jonathan  Colby 
Christopher  ChaUis 
Timothy  Hoyte 
Ephraim  Challis 
Sipeo  Gray 


Muster  Roll  of  Captain  John  Currier’s  Company  in  The 
First  Regiment  of  foot  in  the  contintental  army. 

John  Currier  Cap*.  19*"  April  present 
Wells  Chace  Lieut.  19*"  April  present 
Theophilus  Gould  2*  Lieut.  Do  present 
Sergeants 

Isaac  Barnard  1st  Sergt*.  28*"  ApP  present 
Gideon  Colby  2d  Serg*  28*"  Apr*  present 
Charles  Weed  3d  Serg*  28*"  ApP  present 
Paul  Hardy  4*"  Serg*  present 

Casualties 
28*"  ApP  present 
28*"  ApP  present 
29*"  July  present 
28  ApP  Armour 

Died  15  Septbr 
28  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28*"  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28  April  present 
28  April  present 


Privates 
Peter  Bagley 
Moses  Buzzel 
Elias  Buzzel 
Jonathan  Blaisdel 

Wells  Blaisdel 
Michael  Brown 
John  Blaisdel 
Daniel  Chace 
Jonathan  Colby 
Christopher  Chellice 
Ephraim  Chellice 
Robbin  Kier 
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S'*  This  Muster  is  taken  for  61  Days  from  the  16*"  Day  of 
September  till  the  16*"  Day  of  November  both  Days  In¬ 
clusive. 


Almsbury  May  y'  25,  1775 

Receved  of  Cap*  John  Currier  twenty  Shilens  in  part  for 
six  parish  Rates. 

For  the  year  1778  I  Say  Receved  by  me. 

Theodor  Hoyt  CoDector  for  Almsbury 
The  Lexin^n  Alarm 
Almsbury  Aprill  y'  19:  1775 

on  the  alarm  the  provisions  I  Sent  was  2  Long:  Loves  of 
Rey  and  Indin  Bread  and  9  pound  of  poark 

pr  me  Theador  Hoyt  the  acount  of  the  pork  that  I 
sent  at  sd  alaim  was  6  pounds 
Wm.  Hoyt 

Wm.  Bagley  Sent  5  lbs  of  Chease 
To  Cap  John  Currier  Select  man  for  Alsbury 
Acount  of  the  perovision  Sent  to  Cambrid 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  inhabitance  of  the  town  of  Amesbury 
July  25—1776 

Major  David  Merrill  moderator  at  the  Same  Meeting 
Voted  that  the  Selectmen  give  up  the  indenters  of  David 
Hoyt  to  Leut.  Thos.  Clerk  his  giveing  Security  to  Provide 
for  the  Said  David  Hoyt  to  there  Satisfaction  agreeable 
to  an  Agrement  alrady  made  I  the  Said  Hoyt  Listing  in¬ 
to  the  Service  upon  the  towns  incoridgement 
A  true  Coppy  attest  Christopher  Sergeant  town  Clerk 


Cambridge  June  8  ye  1775. 
of  Men  that  In  Listed 


Sart.  Isaac  Barnard 
Sart.  Gideon  Colby 
Sart.  Charles  Weed 
Sart.  Paul  Hardy 
Corp*.  John  Hoyt 
Corp*.  Thomas  Barnard 
Corp\  Aaron  Currier 
Corp^  Timothy  Silver 
Joseph  Wells 
John  Plumer 
Beniamin  Pressy 


A  list  of  the  Names 

John  Weed 
Peter  Bagley 
Daniel  Chase 
Calvin  Haloway 
John  Blasdel 
TJmphurey  Hoyt 
Andrew  Nuell 
Joseph  Torrey 
Samuel  Eliot 
David  Colby 
John  Huntington 
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Robert  Hoyte 
Elias  Waite 
Hesecbiah  Presey 
Edmund  Barnard 
Rubin  Silaway 
Robin  Currier 
David  Hoyte 
Moses  Currier 
Isaac  Currier 
Jonathan  Blasdel 
Wells  Blasdel 
William  Hoyte 
Isaac  Wbitcber 
Jonathan  Hoyte 
Ebenezer  Sargeant 
'  Mickel  Brown 


Eliphelet  Sargent 
Mickel  Sargent 
David  Huntington 
John  Harvey 
Joshua  Wells 
Thomas  Foot 
William  Jones 
Moses  Busel 
David  Juell 
Levi  Sargent 
Ephraim  Sargent 
Jonathan  Colby 
Christopher  Challis 
Timothy  Hoyte 
Ephraim  Challis 
Sipeo  Gray 


Muster  Roll  of  Captain  John  Currier’s  Company  in  The 
First  Regiment  of  foot  in  the  contintental  army. 

John  Currier  Cap*.  19*“  April  present 
Wells  Chace  Lieut.  19*“  April  present 
Theophilus  Gould  2*  Lieut.  Do  present 
Seegeants 

Isaac  Barnard  1st  Sergt*.  28*“  ApP  present 
Gideon  Colby  2d  Serg*  28*“  ApP  present 
Charles  Weed  3d  Serg*  28*“  ApP  present 
Paul  Hardy  4*“  Serg*  present 

Casualties 
28*“  ApP  present 
28*“  ApP  present 
29*“  July  present 
28  ApP  Armour 

Died  15  Septbr 
28  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28*“  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28  ApP  present 
28  April  present 
28  April  present 


Pbivates 
Peter  Bagley 
Moses  Buzzel 
Elias  Buzzel 
Jonathan  Blaisdel 

Wells  Blaisdel 
Michael  Brown 
John  Blaisdel 
Daniel  Chace 
Jonathan  Colby 
Christopher  Chellice 
Ephraim  Chellice 
Robbin  Kier 
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Moses  Currier  28  Apr*  present 

Isaac  Currier  28  Apr*  present 

Thomas  Foot  28  Apr*  present 


1775 

A  list  of  the  mens  Names  Belon^in^  to  Capt  John  Cur¬ 
riers  Company  in  Colo”  Fryes  Ridgment 


Sar‘  Issac  Barnard 
Sar*  Gideon  Colby 
Sar*  Charles  Weed 
Sar*  Paul  Hardy 
Corp*  John  Hoyte 
Corp*  Thomas  Barnard 
Corp*  Aaron  Currier 
Corp*  Timothy  Silver 
Mical  Sargent 
Elias  Waite 
Ephriem  Sargent 
Rubin  Silaway 
Daniel  Chase 
Ephriem  Challis 
Ebnezer  Sargent 
Jonathan  Colby 
Robert  Hoyte 
William  Hoyte 
Ezra  Hoyte  Desert 
John  Blasdel 
David  Hoyte 
Thomas  foot 
Moses  Bursiel 
John  Harvey 
David  Huntington 
Desert 

Eliphelet  Sargent 


Christopher  Challis 
Joseph  Presey 
William  Jones 
John  Plumer 
Timothy  Hoyte 
Robin  Cier 
Edmund  Barnard 
Calven  Halwell 
David  Juell 
Levi  Sargent 
Peter  Bagley 
Jonathan  Huntington 
Isaac  Whittier 
John  Weed 
Joseph  Wells 
Michal  Brown 
Sipeo  Gray 
Wells  Blasdel 
Charles  Sargent 
Daniel  Bailey 
Ebnezer  Kelly 
Josiah  Kimball 
Elias  Bursiel 
Isaac  Currier 
Joshua  Wells 
Beniamin  Presey 
Jonathan  Blasdel 


Gentlemen  Committee  of  Supplys  for  the  Massachusetts 
Army  The  Selectmen  of  Amesbury  have  Supplied  the 
Soldiers  named  in  this  paper  with  54  Blanketts  at  12/ 
Each  Desire  your  Honours  to  give  an  order  to  Capt  John 
Currier  for  the  Ballence  being  =32=8=0  Caleb  Pilsbury 
Josiah  Sargent  John  Currier)  Selectmen  for  Amesbury 


Cambrid^?e  June  I?'"  1775  a  Rcturne  of  What  was  lost  out  of  Cap*  John  Curriers  Companey  in  Colo' 
Fryes  Rid^^ent  In  the  Late  Battle  upon  Charlestown 

Great 

Wounded  guns  Coats  Ulanekits  Coats  Snap  Sacks  Shoes 

Leiut  Wells  Chase  Wounded  gun  Coate  Great  Snap  Sack  Shoes 
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Orders  that  Each  ordlj  Sargent  in  Col.  Frye’s  Rid"ment 
make  out  a  List  of  the  Companey  when  Each  man  In 
Listid  whare  he  Belonj^s  and  how  old  and  when  Entred 
upon  Duty 

Alfabaticial  Role  13  Day  of  June  1775 
A  list  of  the  men  &  Names  &  when  Each  man  In  Listed 


Capt. 

Jolin  Currier 

47 

Sipolus  Gray 

21 

Leiut. 

Wells  Chase 

34 

Robert  Hoyte 

19 

Leiut. 

Theophilus  Gould 

41 

Elias  Weight 

18 

Sargent 

Isaac  Barnard 

29 

Hesekiah  Presey 

23 

Sargent 

Gideon  Colby 

43 

Edmund  Barnard 

18 

Sargent 

Charles  Weed 

23 

Rubin  Siloway 

19 

Sargent 

Paul  Hardy 

22 

Robin  Currier 

25 

Corpril 

John  Hoyte 

22 

David  Hoyte 

17 

Corpril 

Thomas  Barnard 

33 

Moses  Currier 

24 

Corpril 

Aaron  Currier 

25 

Isaac  Currier 

18 

Corpril 

Timothy  Silver 

29 

Jonathan  Blasdel 

25 

Joseph  Wells 

27 

Wells  Blasdel 

23 

John  Plumer 

28 

William  Hoyte 

21 

Beniamin  Presey 

24 

Isaac  Whitiker 

21 

John  Weed 

22 

Jonathan  Hoj'te 

20 

Peter  Bagley 

22 

Ebenezer  Sargent 

27 

Daniel  Chase 

29 

l\riekel  Brown 

28 

Calvin  Haloway 

32 

Eliphelet  Sargent 

24 

John  Harvy 

18 

^lickel  Sargent 

17 

Joshua  Wells 

29 

David  Huntington 

19 

Thomas  Foot 

John  Blasdel 

19 

William  Jones 

40 

Umphrv  Hoyte 

24 

Closes  Buzzel 

23 

Andrew  Nuell 

David  Juel 

22 

Joseph  Torsey 

Levi  Sargen* 

21 

Samuel  Eliot 

Ephricm  Sargent 

18 

David  Colby 

Jonathan  Colby 

28 

Charles  Sargent 

Christopher  Challis  18 

Elias  Buzzel 

Timothy  .Hoyte 

22 

Josiah  Kimbal 

Ephriem  Challis 

22 

Ezra  Hoyte 

Cambridp^e  June  13  y*  1775  alfibitical  Return  of  Capt 
John  Curriers  Companey 

Agid  In  Listed 

Barnard  Isaac  29  April  18  1775 

Barnard  Thomas  33 
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Bagiev  Peter 

22 

Buzzel  Moses 

23 

Barnard  Edmund 

18 

Blasdel  Jonathan 

25 

Blasdel  Wells 

23 

Brown  Mickel 

28 

Blasdel  John 

19 

Colby  Gideon 

43 

Currier  Aaron 

25 

Chase  Daniel 

29 

Colby  Jonathan 

28 

Challis  Christopher 

18 

Challis  Ephriem 

22 

Currier  Robin 

25 

Currier  Moses 

24 

Currier  Isaac 

18 

Colby  David  absent 

22 

Eliot  Samuel  absent 

Foot  Thomas 

26 

Gray  Sipeo 

21 

Hoyt  John 

22 

Halawa  Calvin 

32 

Harvy  John 

18 

Hoyte  Timothy 

22 

Hoyte  Robert 

19 

Hoyte  David 

17 

Hoyte  William 

21 

Hoyte  Jonathan 

20 

Huntington  David 

19 

Hoyte  Umphrey 

24 

Hardy  Paul 

22 

Hoyte  Ezra 

18 

Jones  William 

40 

Juell  David 

22 

Nuell  Andrew  absent 

Plumer  John 

28 

Presey  Beniamin 

24 

Presey  Hezekiah 

23 

Silver  Timothy 

29 

Sargent  Levi 

21 

Sargent  Ephriem 

18 

Desert  Sept.  15 


Desert  January 

Desert  April  28 
May  2 
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Silaway  Calvin 

19 

Sargent  Ebneser 

19 

Sargent  Eliphelet 

24 

Sargent  Mickel 

17 

Torsey  Joseph  absent 

Weed  Charles 

24 

Wells  Joseph 

27 

Weed  John 

22 

Wells  Joshua 

29 

Weight  Elias 

18 

Whittier  Isaac 

21 

Cambridge  Julv  26th  1775 

We  the  Subscribers  Whose  Xames  are  Under  Riten  Have 

Each  one  of  us  Received 

of  John  Currier  two  pounds 

Lawfull  money  by  order  of  Congress 

John  Hovt'v 

William  Jones 

Calvin  Haloway 

Benjamin  Presey 

Rol)ert  Hoyte 

Gidion  Colby 

Jonathan  Blasdel 

Charles  Weed 

Daniel  Chase 

Aaron  Currier 

Ebneser  Sargent 

Timothy  Hoyte 

Timothy  Silver 

Peter  Bagiev 

Levi  Sargent 

^liekel  Brown 

David  Juell 

Isaac  Barnard 

Christopher  Challis 

Moses  Bursiel 

Elias  Waite 

John  Blasdell 

Micah  Sargent 

John  Weed 

Ephraim  Sargent 

Jonathan  Colby 

Joseph  Wells 

Eliphalet  Sargent 

Wells  Blasdell 

Robin  Currier 

Paul  Hardy 

thomas  foot 

Joshua  Wells 

Edmund  Barnard 

John  Hoyte  3“* 

Joseph  Presey 

John  Plumer 

Isaac  Currier 

John  Blasdell 

Ephraim  Challis 

June  24,  1775 

Gen*.  Orders 

That  Cap*  Kyer  lodge  his  Men  in  Mr,  Weyth’s  Bam 

until  further  Orders 

J  Ward  Secr’y 

Cambridge  August  1775  A  Returne  of  what  Was  lost  In  the  late  Battle  on  Charlestown  out  of  Cap' 
John  Curriers  Companey  in  Colo",  fryes  Ridgment 

Wells  Chase  Leut  Wounded  g^nn  Coate  not  altered  Great  Snap  Sack  Shoes 

Baionet  coat 

Sar*  Isaac  Barnard  Snap  Sack  one  pare  of 
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An  Abstract  of  Capt.  John  Currier’s  Comp’j  for  the 


Month  of  Xovemb''.  1775 

John  Currier  Cap*.  6  0  0 

Wells  Chase  L*.  4  0  0 

Theophilus  Gold  Ens*"  _ 3  0  0 

4  Serf?*’  . - .  9  12  0 

4  Corp" . 8  16  0 

1  Drum" .  2  4  0 

40  Privates  .  80  0  0 


John  Currier  113  12  0 

Capt. 

Head  Quarters  June  24,  1775 

Gen’ :  Orders 

That  Cap*  Lunt  in  Col  Littles  Refj*.  take  the  Tents 
lately  improved  by  Capt  Ivyers  Company  in  Col  Frye’s 
Re"*:  pive  a  Receipt  therefor 

J.  Ward  Secr’y 

April  y'  20  1775 

twelve  pound  &  three  quarter  of  pork  sent  to  the  army 

Abraham  Merrill 


To  the  Honourable  General  Court  of  the  ^lassachusetts 
Colony  now  Sitting  at  Watertowm  this  4*"  Day  of  August 
A.D.  1775 

The  petition  of  John  Currier  of  Amesbury  Humbly 
Sheweth  that  your  petitioner  in  the  foor  part  of  May 
Last  Inlisted  a  Company  of  Soldiers  Consisting  of  54  men 
and  marched  with  sd  Company  to  head  Quarters  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  have  been  there  upon  Duty  Ever  Since  aboute 
the  20th  of  May  and  have  all  past  muster  but  won  who 
was  taken  Sick  and  Died  a  Few  Days  after  we  came  to 
head  Quarters  and  your  petitioner  would  observe  to  your 
Honours  that  there  is  twelve  of  his  Soldiers  that  have  not 
yet  had  there  won  Months  advance  wages  as  was  voted 
and  said  Soldiers  are  very  uneasie  wherefore  your  peti¬ 
tioner  prays  your  Honours  to  Consider  the  Same  and 
make  such  provise  for  theire  Relief  as  you  in  your  wis- 
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clom  shall  think  to  be  Convenient  your  petitioner  further 
prays  that  there  was  a  number  of  his  Soldiers  who  in  the 
Encagement  at  Charlestown  Lost  Some  of  There  Cloath- 
ing  and  other  particulars  that  the  same  may  be  made  good 
to  them  he  having  taken  from  under  Conoll  Fryes  Hand 
to  make  it  appear  his  Company  being  in  sd  Fryes  Rige- 
ment  and  your  petitioner  who  is  in  Duty  bound  Shall 
Ever  Pray 

Cambridge  3  August  1775  John  Currier  Capt 

Almsbury  Sept  1,  1776 
Then  Reed  of  Capt  John  Currier  the  Sum  of  two  pounds 
thirteen  Shillings  and  three  pence  Lawfull  Money  which 
I  Received  as  bein  due  for  my  Xegro  Service  in  the  Last 
years  Campaign  under  the  Command  of  Sd  Currier  &  if 
it  Should  hereafter  be  so  orderd  that  the  said  Capt  Should 
be  obliged  to  pay  the  money  to  the  Xegro  I  promise  & 
engage  to  pay  said  Sum  of  money  Back  again-  as  wit¬ 
ness  my  hand 

Benjamin  Barnard 

Almsbury  August  1775 
Sr 

We  Rec"  a  few  Lines  from  you  which  Inform'*,  us  that 
Several  of  your  Soldiers  were  gone  &  desired  wee  would 
Send  them  to  Join  the  Company  we  have  Let  them  know 
your  Orders  &  Suppose  all  are  gone  that  are  abel 
Humphry'  Hoyt  Says  he  had  a  man  in  his  Place  that  you 
had  Wrote  he  is  Discharg'*.  Joseph  Pressey,  Wells  Blasdel, 
Timothy  Hoyt  your  Son  &  in  a  Likely  way  to  Come  in  a 
few  Days 

We  shall  do  all  in  our  Power  to  send  down  those  that 
are  in  this  Town. 

S*'  This  Comes  with  Respect  to  you  and  Desire  to  be 
Remembred  all  Our  Friends  with  you  &  Remain  your 
friends 

John  Savage 
Willis  Patton 

Committee 


To  Capt.  John  Currier. 
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Cambrid;2[e  August  18th  1775 
A  Returne  of  What  Aminison  is  in  the  Companey  and 
What  is  Wanting^  to  Compleate  the  Companey 


No  of 
Catrages 


Sar‘ 

Isaac  Barnard 

25 

Sar‘ 

Gideon  Colby 

20 

Sar* 

Charles  Weed 

20 

Sar‘ 

Paul  Hardey 

20 

Corp* 

Corp* 

John  Hoyte 

20 

Aaron  Currier 

20 

Corp’ 

Thomas  Barnard 

20 

Corp' 

Timothy  Silver 

20 

Joseph  Wells 

20 

John  Plumer 

20 

Beniamin  Presey 

20 

John  Weed 

20 

Peter  Bap^ley 

20 

Daniel  Chase 

20 

Calvin  Haloway 

20 

John  Harvy 

20 

Joshua  Wells 

20 

Thomas  foot 

25 

William  Jones 

25 

Moses  Bursiel 

20 

David  Juell 

20 

Levi  Sargen* 

20 

Ephriem  Sargent 

20 

Jonathan  Colby 

20 

Christopher  Challis 

20 

Timothy  Hoyte 

20 

Ephriem  Challis 

19 

Sipeo  Gray 

20 

Powder 
&  Bols 

4 


0 


574 

460 
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Capt  John  Curriers  Companey  In  Colo  fryes  Ridgment 

No  of  Powder 
Cartriges  &  Bols 


Robert  Hqyte 

20 

Elias  Waite 

20 

Joseph  Presey 

20 

Edmund  Barnard 

20 

Rubin  Siloway 

20 

Robin  Cier 

20 

David  Hoyte 

20 

John  Hunt  inton 

20 

Isaac  Currier 

20 

Jonathan  Blasdel  Armor 

Wells  Blasdel 

20 

William  Hoyte 

20 

Isaac  Whittier 

20 

Jonathan  Hoyte 

20 

Ebnezer  Sargent 

20 

Michael  Brown 

20 

Eliphelet  Sargent 

20 

John  Blasdel 

20 

Charles  Sargent 

20 

Josiah  Kimbal 

20 

Ebnezer  Kelley 

20 

Elias  Bursiel 

20 

Daniel  Bailey 

20 

460 

Amunition  List 

Daniel  Chase  L* 

Aaron  Currier 

3 

Calvin  halaway 

12 

John  Weed 

10 

Rubin  Salaway 

6 

Beniamin  Presey 

6 

Robert  hoyt 

6 

Sipeo  Gray  Bu 

16 

Josiah  Kimbal 

20 

80 
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Charles  Weed 
Charles  Sargent 
Joseph  Presey 
Levi  Sargent 
Ebenezer  Kelley 
Wells  Blasdel 


20 

20  &  Box 
20 
15 
20 
15 


191  Catriges 

two  Dozen  of  flints 
fifty  one  pounds  of  Shot 

And  this  Will  Com  pleat  Cap*  Curriers  Companey  with 
amonition  when  anywhere 

Cap*  John  Currier 


A  True  accompt  of  Provision  that  I  Sent  Down  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  for  the  use  of  the  army  on  the  twenty  first  Day  of 
April  1775  Viz.  Thirteen  pounds  of  Pork  -30 

fifteen  pounds  of  Cheese  -15 
Eliphelet  Currier 

Cambridge  October  the  5  1775 

Capt  Currer  Sir  Plese  to  Pay  to  Epheram  Chalis  four¬ 
teen  Shilings  and  Eight  Pence  Lawful  money  out  of  my 
next  Pay  and  you  w’ill  well  oblige  yours  Calvin  hollaway 

his 

X 

mark 

Almsbury  January  2  1776 
To  Capt  John  Currier  Sir  Please  Pay  unto  Christopher 
Sergeant  One  Pound  one  Shilling  Lawfull  money  out  of 
my  wagers  and  you  will  oblidge  yours  to  serve  it  being 
for  value  Rec’d  thomas  foot 
Ll-1-0 


A  Return  of  the  Mainj^uard  Cambridge  21,  1775 

Number  of  Number  of  Centrys  Centrys 
What  What  By  Whom  Crimes  Main  Nights  by  Night  by  Day 

Prisoners  names  Company  ridgiment  Confind  Guard  Confined 

Michael  Berry  Co'li.  Jerediah  Thieff  73  13  19  19 
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Cambridf^e  October  ye  4: 

1775 

We  the  Subscribers  have 

Each  one  of  us  Resevid  his 

wagers  for  the  month  of  August  as  Witness  our  handes 

Paul  Hardy 

Joshua  Weed 

Timothy  hoyt 

Timothy  Silver 

Moses  Bursiel 

Ebenezer  Sargent 

Josiah  Kimball 

thomas  foot 

John  Huntinton 

Isaac  Currier 

Beniamin  Pressey 

Jonathan  Colby 

Joshua  Walls 

Thomas  Barnard 

John  Plumer 

John  Weed 

Elias  Burisch 

Rubin  Sillaway 

•Gideon  Colby 

Robin  Currier 

Isaac  Whittier 

Eliphet  Sargent 

Daniel  Chase 

Robert  hoyt 

William  hoyt 

Michael  Brown 

Joseph  Prassey 

Joseph  Wells 

Isaac  Barnard 

William  Jones 

John  Blasdel 

Ephraim  Challis 

Wells  Blasdel 

Elias  Waite 

Joseph  Wells 

Jonathan  Hoyte 

John  Hoyt  y*  3 

Christopher  Challis 

!Micah  Sargent 

John  harvey 

Peter  Bagley 

Syprio  Grey 

Ebenezer  Killey 

Calvin  hollaway 

David  hoyt 

Edmund  Barnard 

David  Jewell 

Ephraim  Sargent 

Isaac  Whitcher  6  dolers  .  1-16-0 

Daniel  Chase  6  dolers  . - .  1-16-0 

William  hoyt  . 1-16-0 

Joseph  Presey  Six  Dolers .  1-16-0 

John  hoyt  . - .  2-  4-8 

Josiah  Kimball 


Wells  Chase  Rec"  12  dollers 
Joseph  Wells  1-16-0 

William  Jones  2-  2-0 
Epheraim  Chalis  2-  2-0 
Jonathan  hoyt  1-16-0 
"Christopher  Challis  2-  2-0 
.  Jolin  Harvey  2-  2-0 


Syprus  Graye 

2-  2-0 

Calvin  hollaway 

2-  2-0 

Edmond  Barnard 

2-  2-0 

Ephram  Sargent 

2-  2-0 

Paul  hardy 

2-  8-0 

timothy  hoyt 

1-16-0 

Moses  Buswell 

2-  2-0 
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Josiah  Kimbal  2-  2-0 

John  Huntington  2-  2-0 

Benjamin  Pressej  2-  2-0 

Josha  Wells  1-16-0 

Leut  Gould  3-  0-0 

John  Plumer  2-  2-0 

Elias  Buswell  1-16-0 

gideon  Colby  9  dolers  2-  2-0 

Elias  Wait  2-  2-0 

Micah  Brown  2-  0-0 

Jonathan  Colby  2-  2-0 

thomas  Barnard  2-  4-0 

Salloway  2-  4-0 


John  Weed 

2-  2-0 

Robin 

2-  2-0 

Eliphet  Sargent 

six  dol 

Robert  hoyt 

2-  2-0 

timothy  Silver 

2-  8-0 

Peter  Bagly 

2-  2-0 

Levy  Sargent 

2-  2-0 

Ebn  Sargent 

2-  2-0 

thomas  foot 

2-  0-0 

Isaac  Currier 

27  29-52 

and  13  dollars 

2-  2-2 

Cambridge  y'  1775 

We  the  Subscribers  whose  names  are  under  Riten  have 
Each  one  of  us  Resevid  of  Capt  John  Currier  one  months 


pay 

A  Reseit  of  the  mens  Wagers 


A  List  of  Capt  Curriers  Companey  October  ye  26  1775 

John  Currier 

Joshua  Wells 

Wells  Chase 

Thomas  foot 

theophilus  gould 

William  Jones 

Isaac  Barnard 

Moses  Buswell 

Gideon  Colbey 

David  Jewell 

Charles  Weed 

Levi  Sargent 

paul  hardey 

Ephraim  Sargent 

John  hoyt 

Jonathan  Colbey 

Thomas  Barnard 

Christopher  Challis 

Aaron  Currier 

Timothy  hoyt 

Timothy  Silver 

Ephraim  Challis 

Ebezar  Sargent 

Sipeo  Gray 

Joseph  Wells 

Robart  hoyt 

John  Plumer 

Elias  Wait 

Benjaman  Presey 

Joseph  Pressey 

John  Weed 

Edmund  Barnard 

peter  Bagley 

Rubin  Silaway 

Daniel  Chase 

Robin  Currier 

Calvin  hollowell 

David  hoyt 

John  harvey 

Moses  Currier 
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Isaac  Currier 
Jonathan  Blasdel  Armor 
Wells  Blasdel 

desert  15  September 
William  hoyt 
Isaac  Whitcher 
Jonathan  hoyt 
!Mickel  brown 
Eliphelet  Sargent 
^lickel  Sargent 
David  huntington 

Desert  June  17 


John  Blasdel 
humphrey  hoyt 
Ander  Newell 
Joseph  Torse 
Samuell  Ellet 
David  Colbey 
Charles  Sargent 

discharged  20  August 
Elias  Buswell 
Josiah  Kimbal 
Ezra  hoyt  desert  29  April 


An  abstract  of  Cap‘  John  Curriers  Companey  for  the 
Month  of  December  1775 . 


John  Currier  Cap*  .  6-0=0 

Wells  Chase  L*  .  4=0=0 

Theophilus  Gould  En“  .  3=0=0 

4  Sergeants  .  9 :12=0 

1  Drumer  .  8 :16=0 

4  Corprils  .  2  ;04=0 

40  Privates  . 80:00=0 


Total  L113:12:0 

John  Currier  Capt. 

An  abstract  of  Cap*  John  Curriers  Companey  for  the 
Month  of  November  1775 

John  Currier  Cap*  .  6:0=0 

Wells  Chase  L* .  4:0=0 

Theophilous  Gould  En" .  3 :0 :0 

4  Serg*  . . .  9 :12=0 

4  Corp"  . 8:16=0 

1  Drumer  . . .  2 :04=0 

40  Privates  . . .  80 :00 :0 


Sume  total  L113:12:0 
John  Currier  Cap* 

(To  he  continued) 
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PHYSICIANS  OF  ESSEX  COUNTY 


By  Russell  Leigh  Jackson 


( Conthviied  from  Volume  LXXXIV ,  Page  192.) 


Proctor,  John,  of  Amesbury  and  Boscawen,  N.  H.,  b. 
in  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  18  July,  1781;  son  of  Elijah  and 
Esther  (Adams)  Proctor;  mar.  1814,  Mehitable  Lam¬ 
bert,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Apphia  (Gage)  Lambert. 
Brother  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Proctor  of  Rowley. 

(Early  Settlers  of  Rowley,  p.  223 ;  Chelmsford  v.  r., 
p.  124).' 

Putnam,  Amos,  b.  in  Danvers,  11  Oct.,  1722;  son  of 
John  and  Rachel  (Buxton)  Putnam  of  Danvers;  mar. 

(1)  1743,  Hannah,  dau.  of  James  Phillips  of  Danvers; 

(2)  1760,  Mary  Gott  of  Wenham.  He  studied  under  Dr. 
Jonathan  Prince  of  Danvers  and  saw  service  in  the  Colo¬ 
nial  wars  as  surgeon.  He  also  served  on  the  Committee 
of  Safety  and  as  moderator  on  several  occasions.  He  lived 
near  Felton’s  Corner  in  Danvers.  His  portrait  is  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Danvers  Hist.  Society. 

(Danvers  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  232 ;  Putnam  Gen.,  p.  190). 

Putnam,  Andrew,  b.  Danvers,  15  Jan.,  1750;  died 
in  1785;  son  of  Deacon  Edmund  and  Anna  (Andrews) 
Putnam ;  mar.  1774,  Mary  Page,  dau.  of  Col.  Jere¬ 
miah  Page  of  Danvers.  Practiced  in  Danvers  until 
1782  when  he  left  for  New  York.  Owned  large  house  at 
corner  of  High  and  Elm  streets  in  Danvers,  later  con¬ 
verted  into  a  taveiTi.  Served  as  captain  of  the  7th  com¬ 
pany  of  the  8th  Essex  Regt.  of  Mass.  Militia  in  1778. 
His  widow  mar.  in  1786,  Benjamin  Kent  of  Danvers. 
(Danvers  Hist.  Colls.,  vol.  VI,  p.  66). 

Putnam,  Archelaus,  b.  in  Danvers,  9  Dec.,  1744; 
d.  in  Danvers,  14  Apr.,  1800;  son  of  Archelaus  and  Ruth 
(Flint)  Putnam;  mar.  1786,  Nabby  Bishop,  dau.  of  John 
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and  Abig^ail  (Tufts)  Bishop  of  Medford.  Practiced  in 
Danvers. 

(Danvers  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  pp.  233,  441;  Putnam  Gen., 
p.  381). 

Putnam,  Aechelaus  Fuller,  b.  in  Danvers,  3  Oct., 
1792;  d.  in  Beverly,  11  Aug.,  1859;  son  of  Eleazer  and 
Sarah  (Fuller)  Putnam.  He  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
in  1819  and  from  1821-4  was  preceptor  of  Moore’s  Char¬ 
ity  School  at  Hanover.  In  1829  he  completed  his  medical 
course  at  Dartmouth  Medical  School,  having  relinquished 
the  idea  of  becoming  a  divine  and  studied  under  Dr. 
Nathan  Crosby  of  Lowell.  He  began  practice  at  Ports¬ 
mouth  and  in  1836  went  to  Windham,  N.  H.,  returning 
in  1840  to  Haverhill  and  removing  in  1846  to  Beverly. 

(Danvers  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  291 ;  Hist,  of  Windham,  N.  H., 
p.  745.) 

Putnam,  Benjamin,  b.  in  Danvers,  26  Aug.,  1751; 
d.  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  abt.  1801 ;  son  of  Henry  and  Hannah 

( - )  Putnam  of  Danvers;  mar.  1796,  Ann  Sophia 

Malcolm,  dau.  of  Alexander  Malcolm  of  Washington.  Dr. 
Putnam  served  as  surgeon  in  the  Continental  Army  and 
settled  near  Savannah. 

(Danvers  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  291;  Putnam  Gen.,  p.  254). 

Putnam,  Charles  Gideon,  b.  in  Salem,  7  Nov.,  1805; 
d.  in  Boston.  5  Feb.,  1875;  son  of  Judge  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Gooll)  Putnam;  m.  Elizabeth  Cabot  Jackson, 
dau.  of  Dr.  James  and  Elizabeth  (Cabot)  Jackson  of 
Boston.  Harvard,  1824 ;  studied  under  Dr.  Abel  L.  Peir- 
son  and  began  practice  in  Salem.  Removed  to  Boston  in 
1853.  President,  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  Father 
of  Dr.  James  Jackson  Putnam  of  Boston. 

(Salem  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  209). 

Putnam,  Ebenezer,  bapt.  in  Danvers,  20  Oct.,  1717 ; 
d.  in  Salem.  12  Aug.,  1788;  son  of  James  and  Ruth 
(Hathome)  Putnam;  mar.  1764,  ^^fargaret  Scollay,  dau. 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Pratt)  Scollav  of  Salem.  Har¬ 
vard,  1739.  Practiced  in  Danvers  and  Salem.  In  Salem 
he  lived  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Church  streets 
opposite  Col.  Benjamin  Pickman,  with  whose  family  he 
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was  on  intimate  terms  of  friendship.  He  was  one  of  the 
addressers  of  Gov,  Hutchinson  in  1774  and  retracted 
the  following  year.  He  also  served  on  the  Committee  of 
Safety  in  1775  and  was  ruling  elder  of  the  Salem  church. 
He  has  been  called  a  Tory,  but  despite  the  fact  that  he 
was  friendly  with  many  who  were  he  seems  to  have  been 
a  loyal  patriot. 

(Putnam  Gen.,  pp.  224-5-6). 

Putnam,  James  Phillips,  b.  in  Danvers,  21  Apr., 
1745;  d.  in  Danvers,  4  March,  1824;  son  of  Dr.  Amos 
and  Hannah  (Phillips)  Putnam  of  Danvers;  mar.  1768, 
Mary  Herrick,  dau.  of  Rufus  and  Mary  (Conant)  Her¬ 
rick  of  Pomfret,  Conn.  He  practiced  in  Danvers  and 
lived  in  the  Clark  house.  Two  of  his  daughters  kept  a 
well  known  private  school  and  among  the  pupils  was  the 
late  Rev.  Dr,  Alfred  Porter  Putnam. 

(Danvers  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  297 ;  II,  p.  236;  Putnam  Gen., 
p.  324). 

Putnam,  Jeeemiah  Smith,  b.  in  Danvers,  20  Aug., 
1797 ;  d,  in  York,  Me. ;  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Fitz) 
Putnam.  Settled  in  York,  Me.,  where  he  was  collector 
of  customs  from  1861-66. 

(Danvers  Hist.  Colls.,  vol.  VI,  p.  72). 

Putnam,  Samuel,  b.  prob.  in  Danvers,  abt.  1740;  d.  in 
Lynnfield,  27  Apr.,  1789;  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Maver¬ 
ick)  Putnam;  mar.  1761,  Elizabeth  Kimball.  He  served 
in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  with  Dr.  Amos  Putnam, 
with  whom  he  was  studying.  Practiced  in  Salisbury, 
Reading  and  Lynnfield. 

(Lynnfield  v,  r.,  p.  92;  Putnam  Gen.,  p.  314.) 

Quimby,  Elisha,  b.  in  Salem,  12  Oct.,  1799;  son  of 
Elisha  and  Phebe  Quimby;  mar.  1826,  Mary  Flint,  dau. 
of  Samuel  and  Kancy  (Foster)  Flint  of  Salem,  Prac¬ 
ticed  in  Salem. 

(Salem  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  219;  IV,  p.  235;  Flint  Gen., 
p.  92). 
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Eandall^  Anthony,  admitted  as  inhabitant  of  Salem, 
4  Jan.,  1685/6.  Recorded  as  a  physician  in  Salem  in 
1688. 

(Felt’s  Annals  of  Salem,  vol.  II,  p.  436 ;  Hist,  of  Salem 
(Perley),  vol.  Ill,  p.  200). 

Rea,  Caleb,  b.  in  Danvers,  17  July,  1727 ;  d.  in  Dan¬ 
vers,  10  Jan.,  1760;  son  of  Zerubhabel  and  Margaret 
(Rogers)  Rea  of  Danvers;  mar.  (1)  1748,  Abigail  (Par¬ 
sons)  Sargent,  wid.  of  John  Sargent,  Jr.  and  dau.  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Haskell)  Parsons;  (2)  1750,  Ruth 
Porter,  dau.  of  Jonathan  and  Lydia  (Tyler)  Porter  of 
Wenham.  His  earliest  field  of  professional  labor  appears 
to  have  been  in  that  part  of  old  Gloucester,  now  Rock- 
port.  He  stayed  there  until  1757  when  he  removed  to 
Danvers.  In  1758  he  went  to  the  expedition  against 
Ticonderoga  and  was  absent  from  May  until  N’ovember. 
During  his  absence  he  kept  an  interesting  journal  which 
is  reproduced  in  the  E.  I.  Hist.  Colls.  His  sister  was 
the  mother  of  Gen.  Moses  Porter. 

(E.  I.  Hist.  Colls,  vol.  XVIII,  pp.  81-120;  Danvers 
V.  r.,  vol.  II,  pp.  243,  447 ;  Chronicles  of  Danvers,  pp.  77, 
246;  Gloucester  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  447.) 

Rea,  Caleb,  Jr.,  b.  8  March.  1758;  d.  29  Dec.,  1796; 
son  of  Dr.  Caleb  and  Ruth  (Porter)  Rea  of  Danvers; 
mar.  1781.  Sarah  White,  dau.  of  Capt.  John  and  Abigail 
(Blaney)  White  of  Salem.  Entered  the  colonial  navy  in 
the  Revolution  as  a  surgeon  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen. 
After  the  war  he  travelled  extensively  in  Europe  and  Asia 
although  in  what  capacity  does  not  appear  and  after  re¬ 
siding  with  his  family  in  Ipswich  and  Topsfield  removed 
to  Windham,  Me.,  where  he  was  the  first  settled  physician, 
between  February  and  October,  1783.  Father  of  Col. 
Caleb  Rea,  and  of  Dr,  Albus  Rea  of  Portland. 

(E.  I.  Hist.  Colls.,  vol.  XVIII,  p.  86;  Danvers  v.  r., 
vol,  I,  p.  306 ;  Windham  in  the  Past,  p.  516.) 

Read,  William,  b.  in  Xashua,  X.  H.,  29  Jan.,  1820; 
son  of  Robert  and  Rebecca  (French)  Read  of  Xashua; 
mar.  1843,  Sarah  Ann  Fuller  McLellan,  dau.  of  Isaac 
McLellan.  Dartmouth,  1839 ;  Harvard  Medical  School, 
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1842.  He  was  a  practicinf;  physician  in  Boston  where  he 
was  at  one  time  city  physician. 

(Dartmouth  Alumni,  p.  305;  Bead  Family  (Keed),  p. 
171.) 

Reed^  Philip,,  b.  in  England,  1623;  d.  in  Concord,  10 
May,  1696 ;  son  of  Elias  and  Lucy  Reed ;  mar.  Abigail 
Rice,  dau.  of  Richard  Rice.  Lived  in  L^mn,  Watertown, 
Sudbury  and  Concord,  and  seems  to  have  been  something 
of  a  “stormy  petrol”  in  these  communities.  In  1670  he 
was  fined  £20  for  unfavorably  comparing  Rev.  Peter 
Bulkley  with  Rev.  Joseph  Estabrook,  and  he  also  com¬ 
plained  to  the  court  at  Salem  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Gifford, 
wife  of  John  Gifford  as  “being  a  witch.”  The  complaint 
said  “he  verily  believed  that  she  was  a  witch  for  there 
were  some  things  which  could  not  be  accounted  for  by  na¬ 
tural  causes.”  He  acted  as  trustee  of  the  estate  of  John 
Proctor  of  Salem  in  1689. 

(Reed  Family,  p.  272;  Annals  of  Lynn,  p.  276;  Hist, 
of  Concord,  vol.  I,  p.  178). 

Reynolds,  Joseph,  b.  in  Wilmington,  2  Aug.,  1800; 
d.  in  Concord  in  1872;  son  of  Rev.  Freegrace  and  Nancy 
(Brown)  Reynolds  of  Wilmington;  mar.  1828,  Lucy  Pres¬ 
cott,  dau.  of  James  and  Hannah  (Champney)  Prescott 
of  Groton.  Harvard,  1827.  Practiced  in  Chester,  N.  H., 
in  1830  and  later  in  Gloucester  for  twenty  years  and 
finally  in  Concord,  Mass.  He  studied  with  Dr.  James  P. 
Chapin  of  Cambridge. 

(Wilmington  v.  r.,  pp.  67,  176;  Prescott  Memorial,  p. 
106;  Hist,  of  Chester,  N.  H.,  p.  162). 

Rich,  Thomas,  listed  as  a  doctor  in  Salem  in  1713  in 
Felt’s  Annals  of  Salem,  vol.  II,  p.  436. 

Robbins,  Peter  Gilman,  b.  in  Plymouth,  10  Dec., 
1781 ;  mar.  1807,  Abigail  Dowse,  dau.  of  Samuel  and 
Ann  (Kettell)  Dowse  of  Charlestown.  Practiced  in  Rox- 
bury  and  Lynn.  Father  of  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins  and 
Rev.  Samuel  D.  Robbins. 

(Charlestown  Estates,  p.  303;  Lynn  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p. 
331). 
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Robie,  Thomas,  b.  in  Boston,  20  March,  1688/9;  d. 
in  Salem,  28  Au^.,  1729 ;  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Greenough)  Robie;  mar.  1722/3,  Mehitable  Sewall,  dan. 
of  Major  Stephen  and  Margaret  (Mitchell)  Sewall  of 
Salem.  Harvard,  1708.  After  preaching  for  some  time 
in  Cambridge,  he  gave  up  the  idea  of  the  ministry  as  a 
profession  for  medicine,  settling  in  Salem.  He  achieved 
fame  as  an  astronomer  and  was  elected  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  of  London.  His  daughter  Mehitable  married  Lt. 
Col.  John  Higginson  and  was  exiled  as  a  Royalist  to  Hali¬ 
fax,  later  returning  to  Salem  where  she  kept  a  school. 

(Hist,  of  Salem  (Perley),  vol.  Ill,  p.  163;  Sibley’s 
Harvard  Graduates,  vol.  V,  p.  452.) 

Robinson,  Dean,  b.  in  Andover,  15  April,  1788;  d.  in 
17ewbui^’port ;  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Tyler)  Robinson 
of  Andover;  mar.  1811,  Elizabeth  (Lovejoy)  Farnum, 
wid.  of  Jacob  Farnum  and  dau.  of  Gen.  I^athaniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Brandon)  Lovejoy  of  Andover.  The  year  fol¬ 
lowing  his  marriage  (1812)  he  settled  in  the  lower  parish 
of  Newbury  and  soon  had  an  extensive  practice.  “Hand¬ 
some,  possessing  a  winning  address,  everywhere  his  recep¬ 
tion  was  most  cordial ;  no  physician  ever  commanded  more 
universal  love  and  respect.”  He  served  as  surgeon  of  a 
regiment  during  the  War  of  1812. 

(Reminiscences  of  aNonagenarian  (Emerj'),  p.  282; 
Lovejov  Gen.,  p.  98 ;  Andover  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  319 ;  vol. 
II,  p.  288). 

Robinson,  Horatio,  b.  in  Salem,  10  Dec.,  1803 ;  d.  in 
Andover,  18  Sept.,  1849;  son  of  Nathan  and  Eunice 
(Beckford)  Robinson.  Apparently  practiced  in  Salem. 

(Salem  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  242;  IV,  p.  263;  VI,  p.  189.) 

Robinson,  John,  b.  in  Boxford,  20  May,  1765;  d.  in 
Boxford,  13  Aug.,  1790;  son  of  Major  John  and  Rebecca 
(Wood)  Robinson  of  Boxford.  His  brother  Aaron,  was 
the  grandfather  of  Prof.  John  Robinson  of  Salem. 

(Chart  of  Robinson  of  Andover  on  file  in  E.  I.  library; 
Boxford  V.  r.,  pp.  81,  260.) 

Rogers,  Daniel,  b.  in  Ipswich,  25  Sept.,  1667 ;  d.  at 
Hampton  Beach,  N.  H.,  1  Dec.,  1722,  in  a  violent  snow 


BT  BUSSELL  LEIGH  JACKSON 


283 


storm,  OB  his  way  home  from  a  .judicial  circuit  at  Salis¬ 
bury,  after  missing  the  ferry  and  wandering  in  the 
marshes;  mar.  Sarah  Appleton,  dau.  of  Capt.  John  and 
Priscilla  (Glover)  Appleton  of  Ipswich.  Harvard,  1686. 
There  seems  to  be  no  real  proof  that  Daniel  Rogers  was 
a  physician  although  William  Winthrop’s  catalog  men¬ 
tions  it. 

(Appleton  Gen.,  p.  6 ;  Sible.y’s  Harvard  Graduates,  vol. 
Ill,  p.  358.) 

Rogees,  John,  b.  in  ^Newbury,  24  May,  1787 ;  d.  in 
Boscawen,  If.  H.,  5  Jan.,  1830;  son  of  Ma.ior  William 
and  Abigail  (Worth)  Rogers,  of  Ifewbury;  mar.  1825, 
Sarah  Knight,  dau.  of  Caleb  Knight  of  Boscawen.  Dart¬ 
mouth,  1816.  Began  practice  in  Chester.  N.  H.  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Boscawen  in  1821. 

(Hist,  of  Boscawen,  p.  434;  Kewbury  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p. 
446). 

Rogers,  John,  b.  at  Coggeshall,  Essex,  England,  23 
Jan.,  1630;  d.  at  Cambridge,  2  July,  1684;  son  of  Rev. 
Kathaniel  and  Margaret  (Crane)  Rogers;  mar.  Elizabeth 
Denison,  dau.  of  Ma.j.  Gen.  Daniel  and  Patience  (Dud¬ 
ley)  Denison,  aud  g.  d.  of  Gov.  Thomas  Dudley.  Came 
to  Kew  England  in  1636  and  grad,  at  Harvard  in  1649. 
He  was  ordained  at  Ipswich,  4  July,  1656  and  settled  in 
Ipswich  from  1656  to  1681  where  he  was  not  onlv  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Gospel  but  also  a  physician.  On  Aug.  12, 
1683  he  was  installed  as  fifth  president  of  Harvard,  the 
first  graduate  of  Harvard  to  achieve  this  honor.  He 
served  a  year,  death  preventing  what  might  have  been  a 
long  and  meritorious  career. 

(Memoir  of  Pres.  Rogers’  Family,  from  If.  E.  Hist, 
and  Gen.  Reg.,  vols.  Y,  XII  and  XIII ;  also  Descendants 
of  the  Colonial  Clergy,  p.  175.) 

Rogers,  Robert,  b.  per.  in  Xewbury.  10  Apr.,  1710; 
d.  in  Amesbury,  25  Apr.,  1753;  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Davis)  Rogers  of  Xewbury;  mar.  1732,  Hannah 
Sargent,  dau.  of  Jacob  and  Gastret  (Davis)  Sargent  of 
Amesbury.  He  practiced  in  Amesbury  and  lived  in  the 
West  Parish  in  the  house  later  owned  by  David  Sargent. 
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(Amesbury  v.  r.,  pp.  462,  579;  Newbury  v.  r.,  vol.  I, 
p.  448 ;  vol.  II,  p.  428 ;  Hist,  of  Amesbury,  p.  219 ;  Sar- 
p;ent  Gen.,  p.  22). 

Rogers,  Samuel,  b.  in  Ipswich,  31  Au^.,  1709;  d.  in 
Ipswich,  22  Dec.,  1772;  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Martha 
(Whittin{?ham)  Rogers  and  g.  s.  of  Pres.  John  Rogers 
of  Harvard;  mar.  1735,  Hannah  Wise,  dau.  of  Major 
Ammi  Ruhamah  and  Mary  (Rindge)  Wise.  Harvard, 
1725.  He  served  as  town  clerk,  Register  of  Probate, 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  was  a  repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  General  Court  from  Ipswich.  He  was  a 
skillful  physician  and  very  popular.  Father  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Rogers  of  Gloucester. 

(X.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Reg.,  vol.  V,  p.  324). 

Rogers,  Samuel,  b.  in  Ipswich,  24  Nov.,  1739 ;  d. 
18  Feb.,  1777 ;  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Wise) 
Rogers;  mar.  1767,  Elizabeth  Willis.  He  was  attached 
to  the  forces  sent  against  Ticonderoga  in  1758.  He  was 
a  physician  in  Gloucester,  where  he  settled  in  1767.  Com¬ 
manded  a  company  during  the  Revolution. 

(N.  E.  Hist,  Gen.  Reg.,  vol.  V,  p.  330;  XIII,  p.  69; 
History  of  Gloucester,  p.  413). 

Root,  Martin,  b.  in  Montague,  Mass.,  8  July,  1802 ; 
d.  in  Byfield,  Mass.,  28  Oct.,  1880 ;  son  of  Martin  and 
Lucinda  (Clary)  Root;  mar.  in  1829,  Jerusha  Barbour 
of  Bridgeport,  Vt.  Came  to  Byfield  in  1827 ;  was  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer  of  the  Essex  North  District  Medical  So¬ 
ciety. 

(Root  Gen.,  p.  229). 

Russ,  John  Dennison,  b.  in  Ipswich,  1  Sept.,  1801; 
d.  28  Feb.,  1881;  son  of  Dr.  Parker  and  Elizabeth  (Cogs¬ 
well)  Russ  of  Essex;  mar.  (1)  1830,  Mrs.  Eliza  P.  Jen¬ 
kins;  (2)  1872,  Elise  B.  Birdsell.  Yale,  1823.  After  a 
year  in  Europe  he  returned  to  New  York  where  he  opened 
practice.  Dr.  Russ  in  1827  took  an  active  part  in  aid 
of  the  Greeks  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  against  the 
Turks.  He  took  charge  of  the  brig  “Statesman’’  from 
Boston,  freighted  with  medical  and  other  stores  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Greece  as  an  almoner  to  the  suffering  patriots. 
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He  remained  in  Greece  three  years  devoting  himself  to 
this  work.  So  serviceable  was  Dr.  Russ  to  the  Greeks 
that  the  Turks  placed  a  price  on  his  head.  He  became 
interested  in  the  blind  and  to  him  is  due  the  honor  of 
establishing  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Xew  York. 
In  1843  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Xew  York 
Prison  Association.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  !New  York  in  1848  and  was  highly  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  establishment  of  the  !New  York  Juvenile 
Asylum,  of  which  he  was  superintendent  for  seven  years. 
In  1850  in  cooperation  with  his  wife  and  her  daughter  he 
established  the  “Russ  Female  Home.”  According  to  his 
will  his  estate  after  the  death  of  his  wife  passed  to  his 
native  town  of  Essex  for  the  founding  of  a  Public  Library. 

(Cogswells  in  America,  p.  154). 

Russ  (Rust),  Parker,  bapt.  in  Ipswich,  30  Apr., 
1768;  d.  in  Essex,  19  Dec.,  1805;  son  of  Capt.  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Eveleth)  Rust;  mar.  1800,  Elizabeth  Cogswell, 
dau.  of  Col.  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Wise)  Cogswell. 
He  was  educated  in  Preston,  Connecticut,  whither  his 
mother  had  gone  with  her  second  husband  when  Parker 
was  a  small  boy  and  came  to  Essex  in  1788  as  the  succes¬ 
sor  to  Dr.  Davis.  He  taught  in  the  Xorth  school  and 
lived  in  the  old  Rust  house.  He  was  a  worthy  descendant 
of  Master  Rust.  In  his  generation  the  spelling  of  the 
family  name  was  changed. 

(Henry  Rust  and  Family,  p.  142). 

Rust,  Wallis,  b.  in  Ipswich,  8  Jan.,  1741;  d.  in  Ips¬ 
wich,  1  Dec.,  1792 ;  son  of  I^athaniel  and  Sarah  (Wallis) 
Rust;  mar.  1764,  Abigail  Jones,  dau.  of  William  and 
Joanna  (Lord)  Jones  of  Ipswich.  He  served  in  the 
Revolution  and  also  as  second  mate  on  an  expedition  to 
the  West  Indies.  He  was  in  Salem  in  1772-3  and  kept  an 
apothecary  shop.  He  used  a  seal  bearing  the  head  of 
Galen. 

(Henry  Rust  and  Family,  p.  94). 

Saltonstall,  Nathaniel,  b.  in  Haverhill,  10  Feb., 
1746 ;  d.  in  Haverhill,  15  May,  1815 ;  son  of  Judge  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Mary  (Cooke)  Saltonstall;  mar.  1780,  Anna 
White,  dau.  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Brown)  White  of 
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Haverhill  and  g.  d.  of  Rev.  Richard  Brown  of  Reading. 
Harvard,  1766.  He  practiced  in  Haverhill  where  he  had 
a  long  and  meritorious  career.  He  was  a  direct  descend¬ 
ant  of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  and  also  of  Gov.  John 
Leverett.  His  son  Leverett  Saltonstall  was  a  member  of 
Congress  and  first  mayor  of  Salem  and  his  great-great 
grandson  is  Leverett  Saltonstall,  present  United  States 
Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

(Haverhill  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  264;  vol.  II,  pp.  275,  466; 
Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  of  New  England,  p.  160). 

Sawyer,  Aaron,  b.  in  Xewbury,  30  June,  1729 ;  d.  in 
Amesbury,  30  Aug.,  1805 ;  son  of  Stephen  and  Sarah 
(Rowell)  Sawyer;  mar.  1762,  Rachel  Sargent,  dau.  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Quimby)  Sargent  of  Amesbury.  He 
was  a  prominent  physician  in  Amesbury  where  he  lived  in 
the  West  Parish. 

(Amesbury  v.  r.,  pp.  476,  586;  J7ewbury  v.  r.,  vol.  II, 
p.  443;  Hist,  of  Amesbury,  p.  326;  Sargent  Gen.,  p.  23; 
N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Reg.,  vol.  XXYIII,  p.  194). 

Sawyer,  Benjamin  Edward,  b.  in  Amesbury,  11  Aug., 
1811;  son  of  Rev.  Benjamin  and  Mima  (Wines)  Sawyer; 
m.  1833,  Lucy  Cordelia  Xoyes,  dau.  of  Moses  and  Lucy 
(Wilcox)  Xoyes.  Practiced  in  Amesbury. 

(Amesbury  v.  r.  pp.  477,  507 ;  Xoyes  gen.  vol.  I,  p. 
337). 

Sawyer,  Enoch,  b.  in  Xewbury,  22  June,  1694;  d.  15 
Nov.,  1771;  son  of  Stephen  and  Ann  (Titcomb)  Sawyer; 
m.  1721,  Sarah  Pierpont,  dau.  of  Rev.  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  ( - )  Pierpont  of  Reading. 

“He  was  an  able,  experienced  Physician,  and  a  truly 
honest  man.”  (Inscription  from  his  gravestone  in  Old 
Hill  Burying  Ground,  Newburyport). 

(Newbury  v.  r.  vol.  II,  pp.  440,  716 ;  Currier’s  History 
of  Newburyport,  vol.  II,  p.  588). 

Sawyer,  Enoch,  Jr.,  b.  in  Newbury,  19  Apr.,  1723; 
d.  7  Sept.,  1805 ;  son  of  Dr.  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Pierpont) 
Sawyer;  m.  1758,  Hannah  Moody,  dau.  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Toppan)  Moody.  Physician  in  Newbury. 

(Newbury  v.  r.  vol.  II,  pp.  440,  715). 
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Sawtee^  Micajah,  b.  in  Newbury,  15  July,  1737 ;  d. 
29  Sept.,  1815;  son  of  Dr.  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Pierpont) 
Sawyer;  m.  1766,  Sibyll  Farnham,  dan.  of  Daniel  and 
Sibyll  (Angier)  Famham.  Harvard,  1756.  Practiced 
in  Newburyport,  where  he  lived  at  the  comer  of  State 
and  Pleasant  streets.  He  was  the  father  of  Dr.  William 
Sawyer  and  also  of  Mrs.  George  Gardner  Lee  (Hannah 
Farnham  Sawyer)  of  Boston  and  Mrs.  Philip  J.  Schuyler 
(Mary  Ann  Sawyer)  of  Rhinebeck,  N.  T. 

(History  of  Newburyport  (Currier)  vol.  II,  p.  291). 

Sawyer,  Moses,  b.  in  Newbury,  23  Nov.,  1756;  d.  5 
Aug.,  1799;  son  of  Moses  and  Hannah  (Long)  Sawyer; 
m.  1781,  Hannah  Little,  dau.  of  Col.  Moses  and  Abigail 
(Bailey)  Little  of  Newbury.  She  m.  (2)  Col.  James 
Burnham  of  Portland. 

(Little  Gen.  p.  135). 

Sawyer,  William,  b.  1  Feb.,  1771 ;  d.  in  Boston,  unm., 
18  Apr.,  1859 ;  son  of  Dr.  Micajah  and  Sibyll  (Famham) 
Sawyer.  Harvard,  1788.  Studied  with  his  father  and 
practiced  for  a  few  years  but  subsequently  removed  to 
Boston  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

(History  of  Newburyport  (Currier)  vol.  II,  p.  292). 

Schweitzer,  Sabastian  Hendrick,  ^[arriage  to  Mary 
Flinder,  dau.  of  Richard  and  Mary  Flinder  of  Salem 
mentioned  in  Perley’s  Hist,  of  Salem,  vol.  Ill,  p.  22. 
Salem  v.  r.,  vol.  IV,  p.  363  also  gives  marriage  of  Dr. 
Henry  Sweitser  to  “Mrs.”  Mary  Flinder,  7  Jan.,  1715/6. 

Sewall,  Thomas,  b.  in  Augusta,  Me.,  16  Apr.,  1786; 
d.  10  Apr.,  1845;  son  of  Thomas  and  Priscilla  (Cony) 
Sewall;  mar.  1818,  Mary  Choate,  dau.  of  David  and 
Miriam  (Foster)  Choate  of  Ipswich.  Harvard,  1812. 
Began  practice  at  Ipswich,  removing  in  1819  to  Washing¬ 
ton  where  he  was  professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  National 
Medical  College. 

(Choate  Gen.,  p.  195). 

Shed,  Joseph,  b.  in  Tewksbury,  30  June,  1782;  d.  in 
Danvers,  10  Apr.,  1853;  son  of  Jacob  and  Molly  (Good- 
hugh)  Shed;  mar.  1809,  Mary  Needham.  He  was  an 
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apothecary  as  well  as  physician  and  came  to  Danvers  in 
1805.  He  served  as  Selectman  in  1818-9-20-21,  and  Town 
Clerk  from  1835,  until  his  death. 

(Chronicles  of  Danvers,  pp.  177,  246,  249,  250,  255; 
Danvers  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  262 ;  Tewksbury  v.  r.,  pp.  80, 
173.) 

Sherman,  James.  Recorded  in  Felt’s  Annals  of  Salem, 
vol.  II,  p.  437  as  practicinf:;  in  Salem  in  1708.  Perley’s 
History  of  Salem,  vol.  Ill,  p.  370,  records  him  as  being 
in  Salem  in  1712.  Other  than  these  two  references,  appar¬ 
ently  nothing  more  is  knowui  of  him. 

Simmons,  William,  of  Haverhill.  Mentioned  in  Hav¬ 
erhill  town  records  in  1674  as  “receiving  the  overplus  in 
the  Constable’s  hands  of  the  County  rate  to  satisfy  him 
for  his  .curing  of  Matthias  Button.”  This  is  the  first  hint 
of  any  physician  in  Haverhill.  Dr.  Simmons  was  at  that 
time  and  for  the  five  years  previous  the  town’s  ferryman. 

(Hist,  of  Haverhill  (Chase),  p.  97.) 

Smiley,  David,  b.  in  Haverhill,  10  Apr.,  1760;  d.  in 
Peterborough,  X.  H.,  3  Oct.,  1855;  son  of  John  Smiley 
who  came  to  America  from  Ireland;  mar.  1782,  Rachel 
Johnson,  dau.  of  Elias  and  Elizabeth  (Bixby)  Johnson 
•of  Haverhill.  Following  his  apprenticeship  to  Mr.  Hale, 
a  shoemaker,  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  and 
was  stationed  at  Winter  Hill  for  three  months.  As  early 
as  1784  he  removed  to  Peterborough  and  in  1784  to 
Alstead,  X.  H.  In  1793  he  began  to  study  medicine  un¬ 
der  Dr.  Stephen  Jewett  of  Rindge,  and  soon  afterward  re¬ 
turned  to  Peterborough  where  he  started  practice  in  which 
he  was  eminently  successful. 

(Haverhill  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  277 ;  Hist,  of  Peterborough, 
p.  255). 

Smith,  Alvaii  C.,  mar.  1840,  Phebe  Ann  B.  Faulkner 
of  Hamilton.  Called  “of  Haverhill”  in  marriage  record. 

(Hamilton  v.  r.,  p.  72.) 

Smith,  Josiah,  b.  in  Ipswich,  23  Apr.,  1749;  son  of 
Lieut.  John  Smith  of  Ipswich;  mar.  1779,  Mary  Stani- 
ford,  per.  dau.  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Burnham)  Staniford 
•of  Ipswich. 
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(Ipswich  V.  r.,  vol.  I,  p.  351;  Ipswich  in  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony,  p.  269.) 

Snelling,  William,  b.  in  Caddonwood,  in  Plympton- 
Mary,  Devon,  England,  abt.  1600;  d.  in  Boston  in  1674; 
son  of  Thomas  Snelling  of  Caddonwood;  mar.  1648,  Mar¬ 
garet  Stagge,  dan.  of  Giles  Stagge  of  Southwark.  He  was 
a  physician  in  Xewbury  as  early  as  1650  and  removed  to- 
Boston  in  1654  when  he  bought  a  house,  garden  and 
orchard.  In  Newburyport  he  owned  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Frog  Pond.  In  1651-2  a  complaint  was  brought  against 
him  in  the  county  court  at  Salem  that  he  had  spoken  dis¬ 
respectfully  of  his  neighbors,  although  he  only  repeated  a 
foolish  proverb;  nevertheless,  he  was  fined  ten  shillings 
^ud  costs 

(N.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Reg.,  vol.  IX,  p.  254;  vol.  XXXIII, 

p.  26). 

Spariiawk,  Thomas,  b.  in  Portsmouth,  X.  H.,  30  Oct., 
1806;  d.  in  Xewburyport,  Mass.,  17  May,  1874;  son  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (^McKinstry)  Sparhawk ;  mar. 
1835,  Elizabeth  Campbell,  dau.  of  Dr.  John  and  Mary 
(Blackader)  Campbell  of  Duns,  Scotland.  Dartmouth, 
1828.  At  Harvard  Medical  School  he  studied  under  Dr. 
James  Jackson.  He  began  practice  at  Conway,  X.  H.  in 
1833  and  stayed  until  1843  when  he  went  to  Kittery.  In 
1845  he  went  to  Amesbury  and  in  1872  to  Xewburyport. 
He  was  very  popular. 

(Dartmouth  Alumni,  p.  245 ;  E,  I.  Hist.  Colls.,  vol. 
XXVII,  p.  166). 

Spofford,  Amos,  b.  in  Georgetown,  20  Sept.,  1751;  d. 
20  Dee.,  1805 ;  son  of  Col.  Daniel  and  Judith  (Follans- 
bee)  Spofford;  mar.  Irene  Dole,  dau.  of  Moses  and 
Ruth  (Peabody)  Dole  of  Rowley.  Practiced  in  George¬ 
town  from  1771  to  1805.  He  was  an  original  member 
of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society. 

(Early  Settlers  of  Rowley,  p.  353). 

Spofford,  Isaac,  b.  prob.  in  Georgetown,  10  Apr., 
1752;  d.  in  Beverly,  14  June,  1786;  son  of  Abner  and' 
Sarah  (Colman)  Spofford;  mar.  (1)  1774,  Mary  Ayer 
of  Rowley;  (2)  1784,  Ruth  Thorndike,  dau.  of  Larkin' 
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and  Kuth  (Woodbury)  Thorndike  of  Beverly.  Studied 
under  Dr.  James  Brickett  of  Haverhill  and  practiced  in 
Wenham  and  Beverly. 

(Spofford  Gen.,  pp.  47,  62;  Beverly  v.  r.,  vol.  I,  pp. 
558,  559;  vol.  II,  p.  281;  Wenham  v.  r.,  p.  166). 

Spoffoed,  Jeeemiah,  b.  in  Georgetown,  8  Dec.,  1787 ; 
d.  16  Sept.,  1880;  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Temperance 
(Spofford)  Spofford;  mar.  1813,  Mary  Ayer  Spofford, 
dau.  of  Eleazer  and  Mary  (Flint)  Spofford.  He  settled 
in  Hampstead,  H.  H.  in  1813  and  in  Groveland  in  1817. 
He  was  the  author  of  the  Spofford  Gen.  and  also  of  a  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Gazeteer. 

(Spofford  Gen.,  pp.  61,  66,  117). 

Spofford,  Moses  Dole,  b.  in  Georgetown,  9  Dec., 
1773;  d.  31  Nov.,  1832;  son  of  Dr.  Amos  and  Irene 
(Dole)  Spofford;  mar.  1798,  Irene  Mighill,  dau.  of  David 
and  Hannah  (Dole)  Mighill.  Practiced  in  Georgetown 
for  nearly  forty  years. 

(Early  Settlers  of  Rowley,  p.  353 ;  Rowley  v.  r., 
p.  403).’ 

Spofford,  Richard  Smith,  b.  in  Rowley,  24  May, 
1787;  d.  in  Newburyport,  19  Jan.,  1872;  son  of  Dr. 
Amos  and  Irene  (Dole)  Spofford;  mar.  1829,  Francis 
Maria  (Mills)  Lord,  wid.  of  George  Lord  and  dau.  of  John 
Mills,  a  Scotch  poet  and  actor  and  his  wife  Frances  (Er^ 
rington)  Mills.  (She  was  the  adopted  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Susanna  Rawson,  author  of  “Charlotte  Temple.”)  Dr. 
Spofford  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1812  and  began  prac¬ 
tice  in  Rowley  but  soon  removed  to  Newburyport  where 
he  was  prominent  for  half  a  century.  While  in  college  Dr. 
Spofford  was  pre-eminent  as  a  mathematical  scholar  and 
won  the  “Green  Slate”  which  was  accorded  for  super- 
ability  in  that  subject.  Dr.  Spofford  cooperated  with 
William  Bartlett  in  introducing  cotton  manufacture  in¬ 
to  Newburvport  and  was  a  director  of  the  Bartlett  Mills. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Merrimack  Humane 
Society  and  was  an  overseer  of  Harvard  University. 

(Spofford  Gen.,  p.  113;  Early  Settlers  of  Rowley,  p. 
353 ;  Nswburyport  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  444). 
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Speague,  John,  b.  in  1710,  prob.  in  Maine;  d.  in  New- 

buryport,  17  Apr.,  1784;  mar.  (1)  Eutb -  (2)  1754, 

Prudence  Titcomb.  He  removed  to  Newburyport  from 
Iforth  Yarmouth,  Me.,  as  early  as  1737  and  was  in  prac¬ 
tice  in  Newburyport  over  forty-seven  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  petitioners  for  the  new  town  (which  resulted  in 
the  creation  of  the  town  of  Newburyport)  in  1764  and  on 
Dec.  23,  1772  was  appointed  to  a  committee  “to  consider 
the  critical  condition  of  public  affairs  and  advise  what 
action  should  be  taken  to  secure  redress  of  public  "riev- 
ances.”  He  was  also  named  to  a  committee  of  safety  in 
J^ewburyport,  Sept.  23,  1774.  He  owned  a  pew  in  Rev. 
Mr.  Cary’s  meeting-house  in  N^ewburyport  and  one  in 
IvTorth  Yarmouth. 

(Hist,  of  Xewburyport,  vol.  II,  p.  289 ;  Newbury  v.  r., 
vol.  II,  p.  459;  Newburyport  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  792.) 

Speague,  Laweence,  b.  prob.  in  Dedham  abt.  1775; 
mar.  (1)  1804,  Sarah  Titcomb,  dau.  of  Col.  Jonathan 
Titcomb  of  Newburyport;  (2)  1818,  Martha  Thomas,  dau. 
of  Capt.  Thomas  and  Martha  (Titcomb)  Thomas  of  New- 
buryport.  He  began  practice  in  Newburyport  as  early 
as  1802  coming  from  Dedham.  He  opened  a  drug  store 
on  State  street  and  lived  in  a  house  on  Market  Square. 
In  1812  he  advertised  drugs,  medicine  and  spices  for  sale 
“at  his  store  on  State  street,  sign  of  the  Pestle  and  Mortar, 
next  door  above  ^Ir.  Francis  Todd’s,”  and  informed  the 
inhabitants  of  Newburyport  that  he  still  continued  to 
practice  his  profession  and  was  ready  to  attend  patients 
needing  the  services  of  a  surgeon  or  physician.  He  finally 
bought  the  Famham  house  on  High  street  at  the  head  of 
Market  (where  the  Kelly  school  now  stands)  and  moved 
away  from  Newburyport  soon  after  1818. 

(Hist,  of  Newburyport,  vol.  II,  p.  301;  Newburyport 
V.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  470;  Dedham  v.  r.,  p.  170). 

Stone,  Jeremiah,  b.  in  Marlborough,  N.  H.,  2  Nov., 
1798;  d.  in  Provincetown,  Mass.,  23  Apr.,  1875;  son  of 
Shubael  and  Polly  (Rogers)  Stone;  mar.  1828,  Esther 
Wildes,  dau.  of  Moses,  Jr.  and  Esther  (Dwinnell)  Wildes 
of  Topsfield.  Dartmouth  Medical  School,  1825.  Began 
practice  in  Topsfield  in  1826,  being  the  first  physician 
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in  that  town  to  receive  his  education  at  a  medical  school, 
and  removed  in  1836  to  !N^ew  Bedford  and  in  1864  to 
Provincetown.  Hon.  mem.  of  Mass.  Medical  Society  and 
an  incorporator  of  the  Topsfield  Academy. 

(Hist,  of  Marlborough,  N".  H.,  pp.  236,  640;  Topsfield 
V.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  189.) 

Stone,  John  Osgood,  b.  in  Salem,  1  Feb.,  1813;  d. 
7  June,  1876 ;  son  of  Robert  and  Rebecca  (Osgood)  Stone. 
Harvard,  1833.  He  practiced  in  New  York. 

(Salem  v.  r.,  vol.  II,  p.  326;  vol.  IV,  p.  355;  Osgood 
Gen.,  p.  72). 

Story,  Asa,  b.  in  Essex,  20  July,  1794;  d.  in  Manches¬ 
ter,  11  Feb.,  1860;  son  of  Capt.  Jonathan  and  Molly 
(Low)  Story;  mar.  in  West  Newbury,  1823,  Eliza  B. 
Farnham.  He  grad,  from  Dartmouth  Medical  School  in 
1817  and  studied  under  Drs.  Thomas  Sewall  and  George 
C.  Shattuck.  He  also  attended  lectures  in  Hamilton  and 
began  practice  in  Wenham.  Later  he  was  in  Frederick 
City,  Md.  for  a  time  but  returned  to  Manchester  where 
he  was  prominent  for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Essex  Debating  Society. 

(Hist,  of  Essex,  p.  277 ;  Manchester  v.  r.,  p.  217 ;  West 
Newbury  v.  r.,  p.  88). 

Story,  Elisha,  b.  in  Boston,  3  Dec.,  1743 ;  d.  in 
Marblehead,  27  Aug.,  1805,  son  of  William  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Marion)  Story.  He  mar.  (1)  1767,  Ruth  Ruddock, 
dau.  of  John  and  Tabitha  (Drinker)  Ruddock;  (2)  1778, 
Mehitable  Pedrick,  dau.  of  John  and  Mehitable  (Stacey) 
Pedrick. 

He  attended  the  Boston  Latin  school  under  Master 
Lovell  and  served  as  surgeon  in  Col.  Moses  Little’s  regi¬ 
ment,  being  present  at  Lexington  and  also  at  Bunker 
Hill  with  General  Warren,  until  sent  to  Winter  Hill  to 
care  for  the  wounded.  “I  passed  the  night  in  taking  care 
of  the  wounded  and  dying,”  he  records.  He  was  with 
Washington  in  the  Jersey  campaign  of  1777  and  retired 
through  distrust  of  the  medical  department. 

(To  he  continued) 
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Wae  As  I  Knew  It.  By  General  George  S.  Patton,  Jr. 
Introduction  by  Douglas  Southall  Freeman.  1947.  425 
pp.  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Boston :  Houghton  Mifflin  Com¬ 
pany.  Price,  $3.75. 

Although  born  in  California,  General  Patton’s  biography 
has  much  interest  for  Essex  County,  through  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Beatrice  Ayer,  who  has  edited  these  memoirs.  From 
his  childhood,  George  Patton  had  one  absorbing  interest — ^the 
military  art.  A  graduate  of  West  Point,  his  life  culminated 
in  history’s  greatest  opportunity  for  the  practice  of  this  art. 
The  book  contains  the  rules  and  principles  forged  from  the 
General’s  fighting  experience  in  three  wars.  Patton’s  domin¬ 
ant  belief  was  that  a  commander’s  place  is  at  the  front,  where 
he  can  inspire  the  morale  of  his  troops  and  keep  aware  of 
combat  conditions.  The  account  of  the  Third  Army’s  cam¬ 
paign  is  prefaced  by  a  group  of  open  letters  from  North 
Africa  and  Sicily.  This  is  followed  by  two  chapters  in  a  more 
})ersonal  vein.  “Reflection  and  Suggestions”  is  the  distilla¬ 
tion  of  the  General’s  military  philosophy,  and  the  last  chap¬ 
ter  “Earning  My  Pay”  is  an  absorbing  account  of  the  tight 
spots  in  his  long  military  career.  Patton  was  a  popular  mili¬ 
tary  character  and  this  biography  is  recommended  to  all 
libraries. 


Fighting  Politician,  Major  General  N.  P.  Banks.  By 
Fred  Harvey  Harrington.  1948,  301  pp.  octavo,  cloth, 
illus.  Philadelphia:  University  of  Pennsylvania  Press. 
Price,  $3.50. 

Professor  Harrington  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  has 
had  access  to  many  manuscripts,  including  the  Banks  papers 
which  have  been  deposited  at  the  Essex  Institute  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral’s  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Harold  Page  of  Melrose.  A  self- 
made  man,  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  native  of  Waltham,  was  a 
brilliant  man  who  rose  to  political  fame,  but  missed  great¬ 
ness.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1852,  helped  organize 
the  Republican  party  in  1855-56,  Speaker  of  the  House  in 
1856  and  Governor  of  Massachusetts  for  three  terms.  “Nim- 
ble-witted  and  sure-footed.  Banks  moved  easily  from  one 
party  to  another,  from  one  cause  to  another,  often  preferring 
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the  path  of  expediency  to  that  of  ])riiiciple.”  When  the  Civil 
War  broke  out,  Lincoln  aj)pointed  him  Major-General  of 
Volunteers  and  made  later  apj)ointments,  although  Banks 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  military  art.  The  author  states  that 
his  blunders  were  no  worse  than  some  of  the  West  Point  men. 
After  the  war  he  represented  his  district  occasionally  until 
1891.  This  volume  has  copious  notes  and  has  a  good  index, 
llecommended  to  all  libraries. 

Updike:  American  Printer  and  llis  Mekuymount  Press. 

1947,  156  ])p.  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  A'ork:  The 

American  Institute  of  Graphic  Arts.  Price,  $3.50. 

The  late  Daniel  Berkeley  Updike  was  one  of  the  few  great 
printers  of  our  time,  and  the  jiress  he  established  will  cer¬ 
tainly  remain  a  notable  one  in  the  history  of  fine  printing. 
This  volume  opens  with  Updike’s  own  story  of  his  career,  a 
fifty-page  account  first  printed  in  1934.  This  is  followed  by 
eight  essays,  written  by  colleagues  and  contemporaries  of  the 
printer.  Two  of  these  ajipeared  during  Mr.  Updike’s  life¬ 
time,  four  were  written  shortly  after  his  death  in  1941  and 
have  been  published  jireviously,  and  two  were  prepared  spe¬ 
cially  for  this  present  work.  Peter  Beilenson  contributes  a 
four-page  “editor’s  summary,”  and  nearly  fifty  pages  are  de¬ 
voted  to  tbe  reproduction  of  a  large  number  of  Updike’s 
title-pages  and  to  specimens  “of  the  chief  text  types  used  at 
the  Merrymount  Press.”  Each  of  the  contributors  to  this 
volume  occu])ies  a  respected  position  among  bililiographers. 
Their  essays  are  both  charming  and  scholarly,  and  all  are 
deserving  of  commendation;  perhaps  especially  so  are  Dr. 
Winship’s  “The  ^lerrvmount  Press  of  Boston,”  first  published 
in  19’i9.  and  t'arl  Purington  Hollins’  “An  Enejuiry  Into  Up¬ 
dike  and  the  Name  Merrymount.” 

Six  New  Enoeand  Vh.eaoes.  By  Samuel  Chamberlain, 

1948,  100  pp.  illustrations.  New  York  City:  Hastings 

House,  41  East  50th  St.  Price,  $3.50, 

The  six  New  England  Villages  featured  in  this  new  pic¬ 
torial  volume  of  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  are:  Hancock,  New 
Hampshire;  Litchfield,  Connecticut;  Little  Comi)ton,  Khode 
Island;  Old  Bennington,  Vermont;  Old  Deerfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts;  and  Wiscasset,  Maine.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
pictures  are  up  to  the  writer’s  usual  good  taste  and  jierfect 
jdiotography.  This  is  New  England  at  its  best,  and  is  a  gift 
book  that  will  be  received  with  pleasure  in  all  parts  of  the 
country. 
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